NOTE OF MEETING OF ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES GROUP HELD AT STANSTED AIRPORT ON 17 NOVEMBER 2010

Membership

*  Keith Artus (Chairman)

*  Jackie Cheetham
   Steve Cox
* Gerard McEwen

   Duncan Peek

   Mary Sartin

(* present)

Also present: Steve Bailes (Hertfordshire County Council), Dr Andy Jefferson (STAL) and Graham Redgwell (Secretariat)
Apologies were received from Mary Sartin and Zhanine Oates (Essex County Council)

NOTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The note of the meeting held on 18 August 2010 was confirmed as a true record.  This had been submitted to the STACC meeting on 3 November 2010.

ROLE OF THE GROUP

Members considered the role of the Group, in the light of the first few meetings.  It was accepted that it had to work within two clearly defined parameters:

· it is a consultative body only, with no power to direct STAL or any other agency to take particular actions; and
· it has no budget (i.e. to pay for independent witnesses).
Members commented on their experiences to date.  It was felt that:
· STAL is meeting its legal obligations and has a good reputation for its environmental work.  If the Group has any concerns there is no reluctance to raise these and officers will respond.

· There is no guarantee that any future owners of the Airport will place a similarly high priority on environmental issues.

· There is a reliance on STAL officers to bring issues to the Group’s attention.  Members can play an important function, however, in bringing forward issues as part of their ‘community representative’ role, as well as following up any independent monitoring work carried out, such as the work of the auditors of the Corporate Responsibility Report.

· The Group structure gives Members an opportunity to look at issues in depth and consider STAL’s performance against best practice in the industry.
· The Noise and Track Keeping Working Group is well regarded, involving many interests, and works effectively.

Members were content at this stage to be acting mainly in a monitoring role, with the opportunity to take initiatives as and when appropriate.

DISCUSSIONS WITH THE NATIONAL TRUST

Mrs Cheetham declared an interest in this subject, on account of being a member of the Hatfield Forest Management Committee.  She thanked STAL for responding in writing to questions she had raised at the last STACC meeting.

Members indicated that they would welcome any joint initiatives between STAL and the National Trust in respect of alleviation measures in Hatfield Forest.  A visit to the Forest might form part of a future meeting day.

Following on from this general discussion, the Group agreed to invite the Committee to support further representations being made to the Department for Transport (DfT) to allow a percentage of the income from noise and track keeping fines to be spent on researching alleviation and remedial measures (the DfT has not supported this stance in the past).

CORPORATE RESPONSIBILTY REPORT (CRR)
The Group undertook its monitoring role of the CRR on behalf of the Committee.  It was noted that a number of comments had been made at the last Committee meeting (set out in Committee minute 76/2010).
It was noted that STAL hoped to have strategies in place on all major environmental issues in the next year or so.  Some were referred to at this meeting.
The Group drew the following matters to the Committee’s attention:-

CO2 emissions
· The target set by STAL in the CRR had been bettered.
Energy

· STAL had installed light detector systems in office accommodation.

· LED lights would be provided round the Airport site where appropriate.  It was not possible to provide LED lights on the runway and approaches as they could not produce light of a sufficient brilliance.

· An Energy Strategy was being worked up and should be completed by the end of 2010.  This would then be discussed with the Group.

Track keeping

· The position on gathering fines had been clarified at the last Committee meeting (see Committee minute 70/2010).
Waste

A Waste Management Strategy for 2010 – 2015 had been published recently (called Making a Material Difference).  This is available on the BAA Stansted website.  Some figures used in the Strategy would be clarified with Group members.

Issues discussed by the Group were:

· Recycling levels were currently at 53% for the year and had achieved 58% in October 2010 (above target).
· The vision of have 0% going from the Airport directly to landfill by 2015 remains a key point of the Strategy.

· The majority of waste comes from the Terminal.

· There may be the potential to burn some waste in the biomass boiler in the future, although this is not possible at present.

· There is always a potential for cross contamination of waste from aircraft.  STAL is working with the airlines to try and minimise this possibility.
· No regulations exist at present about the type of plastic products that may be carried onboard an aircraft.

· Both incineration and composting of food waste take place at specialist locations offsite.

· Green waste is composted on site and used around the Airport site.

· A considerable number of plastic bottles are confiscated due to security regulations.  Recent changes by the DfT mean that these can now be recycled.

The Group would encourage publicity of this work, as a good news story.
To support the Strategy, the Group agreed to invite the Committee to make representations to Government to take a strong line to cut the level of packaging used, particularly on food products.
Water
· A Water Strategy is due for completion in 2011

NOISE AND TRACK KEEPING WORKING GROUP (NTKWG)
The Group discussed issues raised at the NTKWG meeting on 20 October 2010, and would bring the following points to the Committee’s attention:

- Updates will be provided to Hatfield Health and Hatfield Broad Oak Parish Councils once data from the mobile monitors in those two villages has been collated and evaluated.  The RNAV trial on the 22 Clacton Route will continue on into the New Year.

- Data on the number of complaints and noise/track keeping infringements had been left off the NTKWG report in error.  They would both be included again in the future.

- The report on the Olympics and Paralympics preparations going to STACC in January 2011 should included reference to any environmental impacts.
- Discussions on the use of larger and long haul aircraft will initially be undertaken by the NTKWG.  STAL will advise any A380 operator that wishes to use Stansted Airport that they must be able to meet all current noise restrictions (e.g. Continuous Descent Approach to runway 22, not exceed noise infringement levels (day), use of FEGP (evening and night), and comply with noise preferential routes).  Additionally, STAL will seek to encourage any A380 operator to adopt new procedures to reduce noise where  safe and feasible to do so, such as reduced engine taxi and reduced thrust take offs.  This list many be expanded in future as new technology and design solutions occur.

- There is the possibility of a trial being introduced whereby aircraft can be vectored up to 6,000 feet on CLN-R .  The NTKWG (and through it this Group) will be kept up to date with developments.

FUTURE AIRSPACE STRATEGY (FAS)
The Group considered the consultation document on a draft national FAS.  The consultation is taking place between 1 November 2010 and 7 February 2011.  A copy of the Executive Summary will be circulated to STACC members alongside the notes of this meeting.  The matter will also be discussed by the NTKWG in January 2011.
As most of the Strategy relates to South East England, the national secretariat of ACCs is not co-ordinating responses.   It will be for each ACC to make its own representations.

The Group made a number of observations on the principles set out in the draft FAS.  Steve Bailes undertook to formulate these into a draft response, which will be included in the papers for the STACC meeting on 27 January 2011.  The Committee is invited to agree that response.
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
The Group noted three recent developments:
· Award of Carbon Trust Standard to STAL.

· Potential contents of the Airport Economic Regulation Bill.

· Dropping of Terminal Control North proposals.

NIGHT NOISE REGIME

There is no indication yet when the review of this regime will commence.  There is a possibility that the current regime may be retained unchanged for an additional year.
MEETINGS 2011
These were confirmed for 16 February, 18 May, 17 August and 16 November, commencing at 09.00 am 
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