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STANSTED AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the Consultative Committee held at the Hilton Hotel, Stansted Airport, on 30 July 2008
The meeting commenced at 2.15 p.m.

MEMBERSHIP/ATTENDANCE

	*
	Mr K W S Ashurst
	STACC Chairman

	*
	Mr K Artus
	Uttlesford Association of Local 

	
	
	Councils

	
	Mrs M Bayes
	Hertfordshire County Council 

	*
	Mr P Cansick
	ABTA

	*
	Mr A Chalmers
	Bishops Stortford Trades Council

	
	Mrs J Cheetham
	Uttlesford District Council 

	
	(*alternate Mr P Wilcock)
	

	*
	Mr B Engel
	Hertfordshire County Council

	*
	Mr T Fegent
	Consumers Association

	*
	Mr R Gilbert
	East Herts District Council

	
	Mr M Gough
	Harlow District Council

	*
	Mr N Harley
	Braintree District Council 

	*
	Ms J Holland
	Essex County Council 

	
	Mr G McEwen
	Essex County Council 

	*
	Mr N Mead
	North West Essex and East Herts Preservation Association 

	*
	Mr P Odrich
	Passenger Service Group

	*
	Mr D Peek
	Association of East Herts Town and Parish Councils

	*
	Mrs M Sartin
	Epping Forest District Council 

	
	Mr B Wainwright
	Airline Operators Committee


(* present)

Also present at the meeting

Mr S Bailes, Environmental Services, Hertfordshire County Council 
Mr D Dash, Major Development Projects Manager, Essex County Council
Mr F Evans, Department for Transport
Mr M Peachey, Technical Adviser on Noise and Track Keeping issues

Representing Stansted Airport Limited (STAL)

	Mr N Barton
	Strategy and Solutions Director 

	Dr A Jefferson
	

	Mr R Pellman
	

	Mr M Pendlington
	

	Mr J Williams
	


Secretariat

	Mr G Redgwell
	Secretary to the Committee


61.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Members were reminded of this session, which had taken place between 2.00 p.m. and 2.15 p.m.

62.
MEMBERSHIP
The Secretary reported that Councillor Mark Gough had replaced Councillor Mike Danvers as the representative of Harlow District Council.

63.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted from Mary Bayes, Jackie Cheetham and Gerard McEwen.
64.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 30 April 2008 were confirmed as a correct record.
Two matters arising are dealt with in Minutes 65 and 66 below.

65.
TERMINAL CONTROL NORTH:  PROPOSED CHANGES TO AIRSPACE
The Chairman thanked Martin Peachey for preparing the draft response discussed at the last meeting.  As amended in Minute 36/08 this had then been submitted to NATS.

NATS had recently published its initial feedback report. (available on www.consultation.nats.co.uk).  At the invitation of the Chairman, Martin agreed to prepare an analysis of the main points, which would then be bought back to the Committee for consideration, possibly via a special meeting.  NATS would be invited to be represented at that meeting.

66.
STACC: THE WAY AHEAD

The Chairman thanked Members for their input at the Away Day held on 23 June 2008.  He proposed to submit a report on a ‘way ahead’ for the Committee at the next meeting.

67.
ANNUAL LIAISON MEETING BETWEEN AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES 2008

The Committee received report ST/13/08, which summarised the main issues discussed at this year’s Liaison Meeting, which had been hosted by Heathrow Airport Limited.

The Chairman gave his impressions as a first time attender.

It was confirmed that there could be opportunities from time to time in the future for a group of Committees to work together on matters of common interest or concern.
68.
MANAGING DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The Committee considered the Managing Director’s written report (ST/14/08), which was supplemented orally at the meeting.
Issues arising from the Report are set out in Minutes 69-75 below.

69.
PASSENGER NUMBERS
The following responses were made to questions put by Members:

· Ryanair would be reducing its volume of flights in the Winter season but not its number of destinations.  Ryanair had announced some job losses but there had been exaggerated accounts of the numbers involved (likely to be about 150).
· The Airport management anticipated a continuation in the flattening of demand for several more months.  Trends in the past indicated that there would then be an upturn but probably not for 12 to 18 months.  Any growth in the near future was likely to be from foreign-based carriers.
· The two main operators at Stansted were financially strong and robust.

A Member also asked questions about the potential impact on employment at the airport and STAL officers undertook to respond direct to him.  It was confirmed that there were currently 13,840 employees in total, of which approximately 10% worked for BAA.

70.
GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
The Committee expressed its concern at the continued delay in the announcement of a decision on the Generation 1 application.

With regard to Generation 2, it was confirmed that the important programme dates were as follows:-

15 August 2008 – Declarations of interest to appear before the Public Inquiry to be registered.

15 September 2008 – Outline statements of case to be submitted.

3 November 2008 – Economic Impact Report to be submitted by BAA.

10 November 2008 – Pre Inquiry meeting, to discuss practical arrangements.

13 January 2009 – Start of Public Inquiry

It was confirmed that the Airport Master plan should now be completed in September.

The Committee asked to be kept informed of important dates and deadlines in respect of Generation 2.

71.
TERMINAL EXTENSION
The Chairman of the Passenger Service Group indicated that the Group had visited the extension prior to its meeting earlier in the day.

The Committee welcomed the fact the extension would be carbon neutral.

72.
CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY REPORT 2007
Members were reminded of the availability of this Report on www.stanstedairport.com/corporateresponsibility
The Chairman indicated that he saw monitoring of the issues referred to in the Report as an important role for this Committee.

73.
TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS
The Committee welcomed the introduction of the bus service to Ipswich as an important east/west link.  In response to a question by a Member, STAL undertook to provide details, from time to time, of work being undertaken by the Stansted Area Transport Forum to encourage greater use of public transport to access the airport.

The Committee congratulated STAL on its recent success in the international Mobility Management in Companies awards.

74. OLYMPICS 2012 (AND 2008)

The Committee was advised that the horses of four nations competing in the equestrian events at Beijing had flown out of the airport on a Martinair Boeing 747 earlier in the day.  This had required a gradual and relatively low level departure which had resulted in some complaints about noise levels.

75.
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

The Committee congratulated BAA on the wide range of community work undertaken in the area.  It was confirmed that this reflected funding by both internal company sponsorship and by various Trusts run by the company.

76.
STANSTED G2: ECONOMIC IMPACT SCOPING AND METHODOLOGY

The Committee considered report ST/15/008, alongside comments made in the Managing Director’s Report.

After a lengthy discussion it was-

RESOLVED:

(1) That STAL be invited to widen the distribution of its consultation document, to include a greater range of environmental bodies (NB: STAL did this at the rise of the meeting - Secretary).

(2) That STAL be invited to extend its deadline for comments in order to enable this Committee to consider its stance in more detail (NB: STAL agreed to accept comments from the Committee as long as these were received by mid September - Secretary).

(3) That a meeting of the Airport Development Issues and General Purposes Sub-Committee be held in September to consider the 12 questions raised in the consultation document and to then agree a response on behalf of the Committee for immediate submission to STAL (NB: This meeting was subsequently arranged for 18 September - Secretary).

(4) That the Sub-Committee’s comments be included on the next Committee agenda for final approval.

(5) That any non-members of the Sub-Committee be invited to make observations (via the Secretary) which would be put before the Sub-Committee for consideration.

77.
AIR TRAFFIC LEVELS

The Committee received report ST/16/08, giving details of passenger numbers, load factors, air transport and other movements and freight tonnage into and out of the Airport for the months of April – June 2008.
Details were as follows:-

	
	April 2008
	May 2008
	June 2008

	
	
	
	

	Total passengers
	1,866,893
	2,024,142
	2,082,941

	Load factors
	73.2%
	75.2%
	78.4%

	PATMs
	14,555
	15,252
	15,094

	Total air movements
	16,891
	17,691
	17,737

	Freight tonnage
	17,574
	17,136
	16,410


The number of passengers in the period 1 July 2007 to 30 June 2008 was 23,274,835, down 1.9% on the total for the same period in 2006/07 (23,737,559).
At the request of the Chairman, STAL undertook to investigate whether this information could be provided in an alternative (e.g. graph) form, so as to show more easily trends over reasonably long time periods.

STAL also undertook to investigate a possible discrepancy in the figurework, in that the numbers of cargo domestic ATMs showed an increase whilst domestic tonnage showed a very substantial fall.

78.
PASSENGER SERVICE GROUP: MEETING ON 30 JULY 2008
The Chairman of the Group gave an oral report on the issues considered by the Group at its meeting earlier in the day.  A copy of the Group’s minutes will be circulated to all members of the Committee.

79.
MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER BODIES
The Committee considered report ST/17/08.  It was noted that any appointments would be subject to the outcome of the consideration of ‘The Way Ahead’ report later in the year.

RESOLVED:

(1) That Mr Tony Fegent be re-appointed to serve on the Passenger Service Group until 30 April 2011.

(2) That Mr Bernard Engel be re-appointed to serve on the Noise and Track Keeping Working Group until 30 April 2012.

(3) That Mr Norman Mead (as lay representative) and Mr Martin Peachey (as technical adviser) be re-appointed to serve on ANMAC until 30 April 2012.

80.
NOISE AND TRACK KEEPING WORKING GROUP (NTKWG)

The quarterly report for the period April – June 2008 (report ST/18/08) was considered, covering the subjects dealt with in Minutes 81 – 92 below.  This continued the wish of the Committee for information to be presented in a new style, concentrating on trends rather than a great amount of detail.
81.
FLIGHT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE (FOC)

The NTKWG had noted the issues discussed at the FOC meeting in July 2008.
82.
MOBILE NOISE MONITORS
The NTKWG noted the position regarding placements or potential placements in Roydon, Reed, Helions Bumpstead, Harlow and Sudbury.

83.
CONTINUOUS DESCENT APPROACHES (CDAs) TO RUNWAY 23

The NTKWG had noted that CDA adherences during April – June 2008 were all well above the target of 80%.  This included the core night and shoulder periods.

84.
TRACK KEEPING SURCHARGES
The NTKWG noted the final position for 2007/08.  A sum of £4,500 had been surcharged for nine events (plus £500 for one noise infringement).  This money would be paid into the Stansted Airport Community Trust.

85.
TRACK KEEPING PERFORMANCE

The NTKWG was advised that for April – June 2008, statistics showed that overall off track performances were at 2 to 3%, a small reduction in performance attainment over the corresponding months of 2007.  This dip in performance was caused by poorer track keeping on the DVR routes.

At the request of the NTKWG, the Committee was invited to make representations to the Department for Transport (DfT).  A draft letter was tabled at the Committee meeting and agreed.  It was noted that making changes to pilot’s operating procedures and aircraft flight management systems was a complex and lengthy process.

RESOLVED:

That the following comments be made to the DfT:-

“At Stansted Airport’s Noise and Track Keeping Working Group (NTKWG) meeting on 17 July, as you know, track keeping issues with aircraft on Stansted’s southerly, Dover departure routes were discussed.  The background being that, despite good track keeping performance on the Clacton and Buzad routes, the overall performance is being affected by poorer track keeping on the Dover routes.  The graph below clearly indicates the performance against target so far this year.
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In particular, the Dover 05 performance has been below target for several years now.  Through the NTKWG, you know we have worked hard to improve the performance on this route but have found that modern aircraft have difficulty flying the route.

Going forward STAL has instigated a working group between NATS, airlines and itself to trial new initiatives to improve track keeping.  The first meeting of this group is scheduled to take place on 28 August 2008.

At STACC we fully support this approach and would like to ask the DfT for its support in progressing the outcome of this trial with CAA, once the results are known, to ensure any changes to the UK Aeronautical Information Pilot (AIP), are implemented efficiently.  This is to ensure all airlines operating at Stansted incorporate the recommendations from the trial and we can see improvements in track keeping on the southerly Dover departures.”
86.
NOISE INFRINGEMENTS

The NTKWG had noted that there had been no noise infringements in the second quarter of 2008.
87.
NIGHT QUOTA STATISTICS

The NTKWG had noted that, for the period 30 March – 12 July 2008 inclusive, 38.3% of the quota points available were used up (1,926 out of 5,024), while 42.7% of the available movements were used (3,200 out of 7,500).

88.
MISSED APPROACHES

The NTKWG had been advised that, during April – June 2008, there were 54 missed approaches in total.
89.
NOISE COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE
The NTKWG had received been updated on information relating to 2007.

90.
ANNUAL NOISE SEMINAR

It was confirmed that this would be held on Friday, 3 October 2008.  Formal invitations to attend would be circulated shortly.
91.
NOISE COMPLAINTS ANALYSIS

An apology was given to Members that the information for the second quarter of 2008 had not been included in the Group’s report.  This information was then provided orally, as follows:-

	
	Aircraft
Movements
	Complaints
	Complainants
	Ratio of Complainants to Movements

	April 2008
	16,891
	175
	97
	1:174

	May 2008
	17,691
	147
	112
	1:158

	June 2008
	17,737
	130
	88
	1:202


It was noted that the figures for April and May were about half those for the same months in 2007.  In June it was about one third.  This reflected the use of Webtrak by many local residents for self investigation.

92.
JOHN WILLIAMS AND VICKI HUGHES
The Committee was aware that both John and Vicki would be leaving STAL shortly.  The Chairman thanked both for their great assistance to the Committee, the Group and to individual members for many years and wished both well in their future careers.

93.
ANMAC
The Committee received an update from Martin Peachey on issues discussed at the most recent meeting of ANMAC.  After a lengthy period with no meetings this had been the third meeting in 2008.

Items under discussion included strategic noise mapping, arrivals procedures, ANASE follow up work and models for measuring low noise levels.

In response to a question from the Chairman, it was confirmed that ANMAC minutes were not publicly available at present.  The DfT was, however, considering how its activities might be publicised more widely.  The Committee suggested that a summary for use by lay persons would be helpful.

94.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was confirmed for 2.15 pm on Wednesday, 29 October 2008.

The meeting ended at 4.00 p.m.

Chairman
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