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STANSTED AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the Consultative Committee held at the Hilton Hotel, Stansted Airport, on 30 January 2008
The meeting commenced at 2.15 p.m.

MEMBERSHIP/ATTENDANCE

	*
	Mr K W S Ashurst
	STACC Chairman

	*
	Mr K Artus
	Uttlesford Association of Local 

	
	(*alternate Mr P Leeder)
	Councils

	*
	Mrs M Bayes
	Hertfordshire County Council 

	*
	Mr P Cansick
	ABTA

	*
	Mr A Chalmers
	Bishops Stortford Trades Council

	
	Mr M Danvers
	Harlow District Council

	*
	Mrs J Cheetham
	Uttlesford District Council 

	
	(*alternate Mr P Wilcock)
	

	*
	Mr B Engel
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Mr T Fegent
	Consumers Association

	
	(*alternate Mr B Yates) 
	

	*
	Mr R Gilbert
	East Herts District Council

	*
	Mr N Harley
	Braintree District Council 

	
	Ms J Holland
	Essex County Council 

	
	Mr G McEwen
	Essex County Council 

	
	(*alternate Mr J Jowers)
	

	*
	Mr N Mead
	North West Essex and East Herts Preservation Association 

	
	(*alternate Mr M Peachey)
	

	
	Mr P Odrich
	Passenger Service Group

	*
	Mr D Peek
	Association of East Herts Town and Parish Councils

	*
	Mrs M Sartin
	Epping Forest District Council 

	
	Mr B Wainwright
	Airline Operators Committee


(* present)

Also present at the meeting

Mr S Bailes, Environmental Services, Hertfordshire County Council 
Mr D Dash, Major Development Projects Manager, Essex County Council
Mr F Evans, Department for Transport
Representing Stansted Airport Limited (STAL)

	Mr N Barton
	

	Dr A Jefferson
	

	Mr A McDermid
	

	Mr M Pendlington
	

	Mr J Williams
	

	Mr S Wingate
	Managing Director 


Secretariat

	Mr G Redgwell
	Secretary to the Committee


1.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Members were reminded of this session, which had taken place between 2.00 p.m. and 2.15 p.m.

2.
MEMBERSHIP

The Committee noted that Mike Danvers and Bob Wainwright had been appointed, although neither was able to attend on this occasion.

3.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for non-attendance were submitted from Tony Fegent, Jenny Holland, Gerard McEwen and Peter Odrich.
4.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 31 October 2007 were confirmed as a correct record.
5.
PROPOSED AIRSPACE CHANGES

The Committee considered report ST/01/08, which was supplemented orally at the meeting.  It was noted that the consultation by NATS should commence in a few weeks time and it was anticipated that the consultation period would then last for 12 weeks.

RESOLVED:

(1) That NATS be invited to make a presentation about the proposed changes to a special meeting of the Committee; such meeting to be held as soon as possible after the commencement of the consultation period.

(2) That the Airport Development Issues Sub-Committee be invited to consider the issues arising at the special meeting and then prepare a report, with recommendations, for discussion at the Committee meeting in April.

(3) That the Chairman be asked to write to NATS in advance of the consultation, setting out those issues which the Committee would wish to have covered during the presentation.

6.
MANAGING DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The Committee considered the Managing Director’s written report (ST/02/08), which had been tabled and which was supplemented orally at the meeting.  The Managing Director apologised that it had not been possible to circulate his report with the agenda on this occasion.

Issues arising from the Report are set out in Minutes 7-11 below.

7.
PASSENGER GROWTH
The rate of growth year on year was steady, but the monthly comparison with December 2006 showed an 8.6% fall in passenger numbers.  There were various reasons including APD, rising oil prices, the credit squeeze and airlines cutting back on their Winter schedules.  BAA anticipated an increase in passenger growth when the Summer schedules recommenced and was still getting interest from airlines considering the provision of new services, including long haul.

8.
GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
It was anticipated that the Secretaries of State would announce a decision on Generation 1 before Easter.  Members would be advised as soon as a date became known and/or when the decision was published.

With regard to Generation 2, it was confirmed that the paperwork involved would amount to two/three times that prepared for Generation 1.  During the discussion, it was indicated that:

· The planning application would be made to Uttlesford District Council (there would, in effect, be a set of applications).

· There was no ‘significant date’ when the application should be submitted – it would be done as soon as possible.

· It was anticipated that the application would be ‘called in’ by the Secretary of State.

· Copies of all paperwork would be sent to the District Council.  Other statutory bodies would receive either a full hard copy or a CD-ROM.  The documentation would include a non-technical summary of the proposals.
· The application would be compiled within the framework of the 2003 White Paper.

· Whilst some Members expressed disappointment that a Final Airport Masterplan would not now be provided, it was acknowledged there was no statutory obligation to provide one, although the application documentation would include summaries of the proposals within it.  However, at the request of the Committee, consideration would be given to whether a short overall summary and/or ‘road map’ could be prepared for public use.
9.
MEET THE BUYERS
It was indicated that the 2008 event was being organised by the Essex Chambers of Commerce.  Although aimed primarily at local businesses, it was open to all businesses across the east of England.

10.
NOISE MANAGEMENT
At the request of the Chairman, John Williams gave details of the new integrated organisation structure, which would be introduced in late 2008/early 2009,  All ‘backroom’ technical staff would then be based at one location (probably Heathrow), although the Committee and the public should see no difference in how their complaints and comments were dealt with.  The Noise and Track Keeping Working Group would remain in operation.

In response to comments by Members, the Managing Director confirmed that accountability would remain with him and the Management Board of BAA Stansted.  Although based elsewhere, an individual airport manager would lead on any issues involving the local community and would spend time in the locality.  STAL was committed to maintaining close links with local stakeholders and airlines.

11.
BUS SERVICES
The Committee congratulated STAL on achieving a level of 43% public transport mode share.

A Member asked for details about the percentage of staff using public transport and it was agreed that details would be provided subsequent to the meeting  (NB: see letter sent to Members by Nick Barton on 4 February 2008 – Secretary).

12.
NEWS RELEASES

The Committee received report ST/03/08, to which were attached copies of 14 news releases issued by STAL.  In response to a question, Mark Pendlington confirmed that take up of news releases by the local media was at a good level.

RESOLVED:

That, for future agendas, titles of news releases be listed but that the release themselves be not sent out in hard copy but be available on the website for perusal.

13.
AIR TRAFFIC LEVELS

The Committee received report ST/04/08, giving details of passenger numbers, load factors, air transport and other movements and freight tonnage into and out of the Airport for the months of October – December 2007.
Details were as follows:-

	
	October 2007
	November 2007
	December 2007

	
	
	
	

	Total passengers
	2,112,482
	1,555,488
	1,615,128

	Load factors
	75.9%
	71.5%
	74.4%

	PATMs
	16,003
	12,667
	12,530

	Total air movements
	18,723
	15,069
	14,706

	Freight tonnage
	18,655
	18,338
	15,385


The number of passengers in the period 1 January – 31 December 2007 was 23,794,260, up 0.2% on the total for the same period in 2006 (23,744,052).
14.
PASSENGER SERVICE GROUP: MEETING ON 30 JANUARY 2008
The Chairman of the Group gave an oral report on the issues considered by the Group at its meeting earlier in the day.  A copy of the Group’s minutes would be circulated to all members of the Committee.
15.
NOISE AND TRACK KEEPING WORKING GROUP (NTKWG)

The quarterly report for the period October – December 2007 (report ST/05/08) was considered, covering the subjects dealt with in Minutes 16-28 below.

16.
FLIGHT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE (FOC)

The NTKWG had noted the issues discussed at the FOC meeting in December 2007.

17.
MOBILE NOISE MONITORS
The NTKWG was advised that STAL had located a mobile noise monitor in Roydon for three months commencing on 1 September 2007.  A report would be published as a result of the placement.

The NTKWG had agreed to revisit the site in Harlow to undertake a comparative study with data obtained in 2004. 

18.
FIXED NOISE MONITORS

The NTKWG was advised that the monitor at Chickney Villas had been relocated recently and was operating successfully.

19.
CONTINUOUS DESCENT APPROACHES (CDAs) TO RUNWAY 23

The NTKWG had noted that CDA adherences during October – December 2007 were above the target of 80%.  This included the core night and shoulder periods.  The least satisfactory performance (although all still over 80%) was in the 0600 to 0700 period.  The reasons for this would be investigated further and the Group advised of the findings.

At the request of the Committee the Group would continue to look at the possibility of introducing vectoring at 5,000 rather than 4,000 feet.  This required liaison with NATS and the Flight Operations Committee.
20.
TRACK KEEPING SURCHARGES
The NTKWG noted that there were 51 surchargeable incidents in 2007.

21.
TRACK KEEPING PERFORMANCE

The NTKWG was advised that, for October, November and December, statistics showed that overall off track performances were 2.3%, 2.8% and 3.2%, respectively, a reduction in performance attainment over the corresponding months of 2006.  This dip in performance was caused by poorer track keeping on the DVR routes and STAL was examining the reasons for this.

In response to questions it was indicated that:

· there was no evidence of pilots deliberately or carelessly flying off track as a general practice.

· the work carried out by George Hutton on adding a further waypoint had been made known to other airlines but did not yet form part of any official CAA guidance.

22.
NOISE INFRINGEMENTS

The NTKWG had noted that there had been no noise infringements in the final quarter of 2007.  In the same quarter for 2006 there had been five infringements.  There had been no infringements at all during 2007.
23.
NIGHT QUOTA STATISTICS

The NTKWG had noted that, for the period 28 October – 22 December 2007 inclusive, 26.9% of the quota points available were used up (934.5 out of 3,470), while 28.1% of the available movements were used (1,403 out of 5,000).

24.
GROUND ENGINE RUNNING

The NTKWG had been informed of no complaints in the period July – December 2007.  There had been 195 engine runs in that time.
25.
MISSED APPROACHES

The NTKWG had been advised that, during October, November and December 2007 there were 18, 18 and 24 missed approaches, respectively.
26.
NOISE ACTION PLAN
The NTKWG had received a report form the Noise Communications Unit and the DfT on action being taken to implement the EC Environmental Noise directive.

The Committee was updated on the current position.  The publication of draft guidance by DEFRA was imminent, with Plans due for completion by July 2008.  STAL would be responsible for drawing up the Plan, in consultation with the local community.  The Committee welcomed this development, although it was noted that the guidance was running some months behind the schedule originally envisaged.

27.
NOISE MONITORING AT LOCAL SCHOOLS
The NTKWG had received a presentation from Will Cockerel, Environmental Health Officer, Uttlesford District Council, on noise monitoring carried out at eight local schools in 2007.  Evidence gathered had then been submitted to the Generation 1 Enquiry.

28.
NOISE MANAGEMENT

The NTKWG had been briefed on the work being undertaken by BAA to restructure its noise management process (see Minute 10 above for debate at Committee Meeting – Secretary).
29.
NOISE COMPLAINTS ANALYSIS

Figures were reported for the final quarter of 2007 (report ST/06/08).

The total number of aircraft movements, complaints and complainants can be summarised as follows:-

	
	Aircraft
Movements
	Complaints
	Complainants
	Ratio of Complainants to Movements

	October 2007
	18,723
	113
	77
	1:243

	November  2007
	15,069
	76
	60
	1:251

	December 2007
	14,706
	2
	2
	1:7,353


30. ATTITUDES TO NOISE FROM AVIATION SOURCES IN ENGLAND (ANASE)

The Committee received report ST/07/08, which reminded Members that a summary of the latest ANASE Study had been sent to all Members on 14 November 2007.  The full Study could be found on www.dft.gov.uk/aviation/environmentalissues/Anase
Frank Evans explained what follow up action was now being taken by the DfT and Norman Mead indicated the work being undertaken by ANMAC, which would inform future Departmental noise policy.

The Committee expressed a wish that action would be taken as a result of this Study, rather than further research being commissioned.

31.
STACC: THE WAY AHEAD
The Committee considered report ST/08/08.

RESOLVED:

(1) That a Special Meeting be held in the second half of June 2008 to consider the way ahead for the Committee, including its role, constitution and programme of work.
(2) That the Special Meeting be held preferably on a morning, followed by lunch.

(3) That all Members return their comments on the ‘Stacc seminar Shaping Questionnaire’ to the Secretary by 29 February 2008.

32.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next ‘general’ meeting was confirmed for 2.15 pm on 30 April 2008 although, as agreed earlier in the meeting, a special meeting would be held before then to receive the presentation from NATS (see Minute 5 above).

The meeting ended at 4. 25 p.m.

Chairman
ANNEX

(Minute 6)

Hard copy of Managing Directors Report (four pages)
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