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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 30 September 2005 in Olympic House, Manchester Airport.


PRESENT:
D Butt




P Carter




G Davies




G Denson




R J Farr (Chairman)




J Macrae





Mrs S Matlow





J Proudlove (NATS)


REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:




J Twigg




D Foote




Mrs W Sinfield




T Walmsley




R McLaughlin} for item 4




M Chapman
 }


ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:




G Corker


SECRETARIAT:




I  Jones


APOLOGIES:




P Burns 




H Grange




T R Greaves


At the commencement of the meeting the Chairman announced that Mr. Wilf Hipkins had resigned from the Group and Consultative Committee and many years valuable service. The Group placed on record its thanks to Wilf for all his efforts, work and contributions over the years.


1
MINUTES 


(a)  Minutes of the Group held on 10 June 2005


RESOLVED:


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 10 June 2005 be confirmed as 
a correct record, subject to the insertion of the bold text as follows into  the resolution 
of item 5:-



‘…be presented by NATS on Aircraft runway safety issues activities to the 

December meeting….’
2
RUNWAY DEPARTURE PROCEDURE


A report was presented detailing the procedures employed by NATS for intersection 
departures from Runway06L, together with a comparison of noise and height 
measurements of aircraft departing from Links Alpha Foxtrot and Alpha Golf. 


The previous report which had been considered in March 2005 was also submitted 
for completeness.


The report highlighted the following issues:-

· 
Noise Monitoring for intersection and full length runway departures

· 
Aircraft Height and sky gate plotting

· 
Extract from NATS Manchester Airport Manual of Air Traffic Services 

Part 2 – Use of Intermediate Links

· 
all regional jet types using link Alpha Foxtrot for take-off

Approximately 160 intersection departures were identified during an intense four day 
examination and findings were illustrated in the paper which Members discussed in 
some detail.


RESOLVED: That no objections be raised to the current temporary procedures now being used permanently.  
3
EXPANSION OF TERMINAL 2


John Twigg gave a presentation on the proposed expansion of Terminal 2 and the likely impacts on aircraft, passengers, business, road and transport infrastructure and movements as well as car parking issues and phased works.


Members discussed the salient issues and thanked John for his informative presentation

4
AIRPORT INCIDENTS


A verbal report was presented by Rory McLaughlin, Airfield Policy and Safety Manager, informing Members of incidents of note that had taken place since the last meeting of the Group.


It was noted that incidents’ subject to investigation by the UK regulators (AAIB) were taking a long time to process and full reports on incidents would usually take at least twelve months to be published.   


RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted and that the Airfield department continue to present future reports to meetings of the Group 

5
MISUSE OF SLOTS


It was reported that both the Consultative Committee and the Airport had been consulted by the DfT on the introduction of a sanctioning mechanism for the misuse of slots. The deadline for consultation was 7 October, and accordingly the Group had been asked to consider a response on behalf of MACC.


The Manchester Airports Group Plc had drafted its response, which was presented to the Group to comment upon and consider, prior to the Group setting out its own response.


The consensus of the Group was that the MAG responses were agreeable although some minor amendments were discussed.


RESOLVED That the MAG response be acceptable as the response from MACC, subject to further options being outlined under Paragraph 2.3 of the response.

6
PROPERTY RELOCATION ASSISTANCE


A report was submitted outlining a new scheme to assist homeowners in the areas of highest aircraft noise to move house.  This followed guidance in the Aviation White Paper and proposed a financial payment by the Airport Company to the homeowner on completion of a transaction, with the payment varying according to property value.


The preferred option was to make a payment which would be a combination of a standard lump sum and an additional percentage related to the sale price which would be a simple system to operate, and easy to calculate the payment.  A lump sum of £3,000 for properties selling at up to £125,000.  For properties above this value, the payment would be £3,000 plus 1% of the sale price.  This would reflect the imposition of stamp duty on properties above £125,000.  

There would be a cap equivalent to the payment on a £250,000 selling price to cover the typical cost of removal, stamp duty, legal fees, survey costs, estate agents fees and land registry charges.  Other costs, (e.g. mortgage and finance charges, curtains and carpets etc.) would remain the responsibility of the house owner. 

It would increase with house price inflation and best reflected both the value related elements of cost and those that are fixed. Evidence of the sale price would be a requirement and payment would be made to the house owner at the end of a transaction. House owners would need to apply and confirm eligibility before committing themselves to a move.

RESOLVED that the proposals be supported; but the Company be asked to consider:
a) whether the payment could be reflected in the Land Charges.

b) circumstances of householders with special needs

c) Detailed boundaries of the scheme to avoid unfair anomalies.
7
COMMUNITY COMPLAINTS ANALYSIS 


The latest complaints figures were reported. Members noted the details contained therein. The increase in the figures for May had been investigated and Wendy Sinfield provided detailed analysis on the causes of the increase.


RESOLVED: That the report be received.

8
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION


A summary of Government action was presented outlining the following issues:-

· The Future Development of Air Transport – White Paper

· Civil Aviation Bill

· Aerodrome Safeguarding

· Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act

· Regional Spatial Strategy

· Regional Economical Strategy

· The Northern Way


RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.

