1b

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 26 September 2008 at Olympic House, Manchester Airport

PRESENT:
R J Farr (Chairman)

P Burns

G Davies

T Greaves

L Grice

B Sharp
REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:

J Challis

D Foote

A Holl

A Murray

G Patterson

J Rhodes

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:

G Corker

SECRETARIAT:



I Jones

APOLOGIES:  

J Macrae

S Matlow

1
MINUTES


RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 6 June 2008 be confirmed as a correct record. 
2
EMERGENCY EXERCISE ICARUS
Andrew Holl informed Members that a regular emergency exercise would take place on 16 October. This exercise would simulate an emergency situation involving a Boeing 747 freighter at a location near to Mobberley.
This CAA observed simulation would, inter alia, test the response of the emergency and other services and a variety of other groups involved to an off-site incident. In response to a question about the Airport’s fire equipment’s response to such an off-site incident, Mr Holl confirmed that the emergency response would take the highest priority and that the Airport would have to close in certain circumstances. The response would depend on the particular incident.

Mr. Holl confirmed that the Mobberley Emergency plan would be utilised in this exercise and the exercise would evaluate the overall ability to respond and the sharing and co-ordination of emergency vehicles. He also confirmed that regular table-top exercises were carried out and a number of back-up plans were in place and regularly reviewed. A Member expressed concern over the availability of foam off-site including quantity and immediacy of location. 
RESOLVED: That the report be received and that the Airport submit an outcomes summary of the exercise to the next meeting.
3
AIRPORT INCIDENTS
Andrew Holl reported on significant incidents or occurrences of note at the Airport over the last quarter. Members noted that an AAIB report on an incident at Stand32 Central Pier had recently been released and that there was another (PIA) outstanding following investigation undertaken by the Aircraft Accidents Investigation Branch (AAIB).

Members noted the detailed safety headlines for august 2008 which included reference to Foreign Object Debris (FOD) and incidence of minor vehicle collisions and bird strikes. 

RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.
4
MINOR CHANGES TO THE MANCHESTER CONTROL ZONE


Members received a briefing from Gus Paterson, Manager ATC Manchester Airport on some suggested minor changes to the Manchester Control Zone. The presentation outlined the following issues:-
· Reason for change

· Proposed changes to Control Zone and airspace changes
· Impact of changes
Members noted the detailed maps submitted with the report and discussed the safety aspects, particularly the low level route which runs north to south to the west of the Control Zone.

Mr Patterson informed the group that a consultation period would be ongoing for a twelve week period; a briefing document would be prepared and circulated to all consultees including environmental planning.


RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted
5
COMMUNITY RELATIONSCOMPLAINTS ANALYSIS
The latest complaints and MANTIS figures were reported. 

Members also received and endorsed a brochure produced by the Community Relations Department advising on the use of fireworks near to the airport


RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted
6
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION
A summary of Government action was presented by Andy Murray, outlining the following issues:-

· Local Development Frameworks
· Aerodrome Safeguarding

· Regional Spatial Strategy

· The Planning Bill 

· EC Noise Directive
· Aviation Duty Consultation
· Competition Commission

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted. 

7
OTHER MATTERS
(1)
The Chairman reported that the agenda for the next meeting contained three presentations on Eurocontrol (Alan Melrose), CLAWA study  on noise effects – comparisons of European airports (Elizabeth Plachinski) and Section 104 Agreement – External auditors report (Bureau Veritas UK & Ireland). The Chairman suggested that an invitation be extended to all Members of the Committee to attend and as it was likely that the meeting would run on to 1.00pm a buffet lunch would be provided.
(2)
It was noted that following the 12 week consultation exercise on the EU Noise Directive, an Air Noise Action Plan would be available to discuss with Members of TAG in January 2009 following which a further period of consultation would be undertaken. It was agreed that the Group should re-convene for a short meeting following the MACC meeting in the afternoon of 16 January to feedback views to the airport.

