1b

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 19 December 2008 at Olympic House, Manchester Airport

PRESENT:
R J Farr (Chairman)

P Burns

J Macrae

B Sharp
S Matlow

Consultative Committee Members

P Morrison

J Thomas

REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:

J Bottomley

S Butterworth

D Foote

W Sinfield
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:

G Corker

SECRETARIAT:



I Jones



D J French

OTHERS PRESENT:
P Freeborn, Bureau Veritas

M Barrett, Bureau Veritas

C Thomas, Manchester Metropolitan University
A Melrose, Eurocontrol

APOLOGIES:  

L Grice 

S R Wilkinson
1
MINUTES


RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 26 September 2008 be confirmed as a correct record. 
2
AIRPORT INCIDENTS
Simon Butterworth reported on significant incidents or occurrences of note at the Airport over the last quarter, and that a regulatory change had been proposed regarding runway selection in relation to noise abatement practices.

It was reported that Emergency Exercise Icarus held on 16 October had been successful and good coordination had been in evidence between the Airport, Cheshire Fire and Cheshire Police.  Some lessons were learned eg it was considered that Mobberley Parish Council could have been involved in the Exercise at an earlier stage. A debrief was planned for the Parish Council and Knutsford Town Council in February 2009.  Members asked about the supply of foam beyond the runway and it was agreed that this issue would be considered at the next meeting.

It was noted that in the light of Local Government Reorganisation an Emergency Plan for the Airport would continue to operate on a pan Cheshire basis.

RESOLVED: That
(a)  the report be received and noted; and

(b) a report on Emergency Exercise Icarus  including the supply of foam issue be presented by the Emergency Planning Officer at the next meeting.
3
SECTION 106 AGREEMENT – ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITORS PRESENTATION

Members received a presentation by Paul Freeborn of Bureau Veritas UK and Ireland who had carried out the audit of certain obligations within the S106 Agreement.  There were also a number of planning conditions of which four were auditable and related to noise impact with a requirement that noise impact was no worse than in1992.
The Obligations were in three broad sections:

· Obligation B – sought to ensure that the noise environment resulting from the Airport was no worse than in 1992;

· Obligation B1 – required that the method of measuring the noise impact in the form of a “suitable noise and track monitoring system” was appropriate for the purpose and gave accurate results;

· Obligation C1 – related to controlling the impact of night operations.

It was reported that all planning obligations and the four auditable planning conditions had been met by a considerable margin.  It was considered that the Airport was operating in a responsible manner regarding the maintenance and development of the noise and track keeping system.
The audit had not resulted in any further recommendations other than two carried over from previous years relating to a review of the system of differential landing charges and an evaluation of the day time penalty system.  
It was noted that a review of differential landing charges had now been completed and the results of the review could be explored as part of the audit for the following year.  A number of other topics were also proposed for consideration. 


RESOLVED:  That 
(a) the report be received and noted; and

(b) information on differential landing targets be submitted to the next meeting of the Group to enable Members to consider and determine the topic for auditing in 2009/10. 
4
COMMUNITY RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
The latest complaints and MANTIS figures were reported. 

Members were advised that the Community Relations Department had held a number of meetings with Parish Councils in November which had been well attended.  Further meetings would be held in May 2009 which would include briefings on environmental initiatives.  
Members were advised that the Agenda for the next meeting of the Users Advisory Group would include a presentation from the Greater Manchester Police (Manpad Team) that was responsible for community vigilance which related to off-site security.


RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted
5
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION
A summary of Government action was presented by John Bottomley, outlining the following issues:-

· Local Development Frameworks
· Regional Spatial Strategy

· The Planning Act
· Killian & Pretty Review Recommendations
· E C Noise Directive
· Delivering a Sustainable Transport System
· Aviation Duty Consultation

· Competition Commission

Members noted that the Government’s Transport Committee had received and considered written evidence and local authorities’ comments on the guidance issued by DEFRA.
RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted. 

6
EUROPEAN AIRPORT AIR TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENTS

Alan Melrose of Eurocontrol briefed Members on new techniques and technologies in relation to Air Traffic management.

He advised Members on the advantages of Continuous Descent Approach (CDA) which reduced noise and emissions and was a system being used in 20 airports with a further 24 considering adopting CDA.

He also briefed Members on Precision Area Navigation which had a number of advantages including improved track keeping, more flexible route design leading to greater fuel savings.
Mr Melrose offered the services of Eurocontrol to the Airport which could advise on Collaborative Environmental Management and Collaborative Decision Making to assist in the strategic running of an efficient airport.  The company’s work with Munich Airport had had a number of benefits and Members agreed that an update would be useful.

RESOLVED:  That 

(a) the report be received and noted; and

(b) an updated report be provided to the next meeting on work that Eurocontrol have carried out at Munich Airport including baseline information.

7
OTHER MATTERS
(1)
It was reported that at the Annual Meeting concern had been raised about the preservation of slots for Regional Air Services at London Airports.  The issue was of particular concern to Scottish Airports and Newcastle and Cardiff Airports.  It was noted that the Secretary was a Member of a Working Group considering the issue and it was agreed that the Group’s concern about the possible reduction of slots for Regional Air Services at London Airports be conveyed to the Working Group.
(2)
It was noted that following the next Manchester Airport Consultative Committee on 16 January an informal Technical Advisory Group meeting on noise issues would  take place to which all Members were welcome to attend.
