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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 14 December 2007 in Training Room 4, T2, Manchester Airport

PRESENT:
R J Farr (Chairman)

P Burns

D Butt

P Carter

H Grange

REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:

J Bottomley

S Butterworth

D Foote

W Sinfield

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:

G Corker

SECRETARIAT:



I Jones

APOLOGIES:  

A Lang

T Greaves

J Macrae

1
MINUTES


RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 28 September 2007 be confirmed as a correct record.
2
SECTION 106 AGREEMENT - ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITORS PRESENTATION

The Advisory Group received a presentation from Paul Freeborn of Bureau Veritas, Environment Auditors for the Section 106 Agreement.

Mr. Freeborn explained the background to the audit and the terms of reference used.

The following issues were raised by the Environmental Auditors which prompted questions and answers during the presentation:-

· 
Section 106 Agreement and planning obligations

· 
Audit results and quantifiable indicators 

· 
Noise levels below baseline

· 
MANTIS noise tracking system

· 
Environmental Noise Directive (END) Requirements and ‘day-
evening-night levels’ (Lden) 

· 
Action plans

· 
Rolling programme of topics

It was explained that Lden was the commonly adopted noise indicator used for the purposes of the END to assess annoyance. As this indicator was not generally used by UK airports and differs significantly from more frequently used indicators, the resulting contours of noise annoyance varied significantly when Lden was used in comparison to adopted noise measurement models.


The following issues were raised by Members:-

· It was suggested that the 1992 noise levels should be reviewed as the current benchmark, Mr. Freeborn agreed that the year 2001-02 would be a suitable update

· Future reports should stipulate the exact dates that the report covered
· With regard to Table 3.1 of the Report, the Environmental Auditors to clarify where the time period of 23.30 - 06.00, rather than the period 23.00 - 07.00, for Obligation C1, is stated in the Agreement

· It was noted that there were some correlation difficulties with MANTIS 

· noise monitors appeared not to be located in the best possible location in relation to the populated regions

· Lden being another noise measurement tool may cause some confusion initially and may underestimate the effect of the number of aircraft, particularly at night

· The Auditors agreed to provide figures for the percentage increase between the comparison figures 4.3, 4.4 and 4.5 in the report.


The Chairman thanked Mr Freeborn and the Environmental Auditors for the informative report and presentation and asked that a copy of the missing graphs in the report be made available to Members.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.
3
AIRPORT INCIDENTS
Simon Butterworth reported on significant incidents or occurrences of note at the Airport over the last quarter. Members noted that there was one outstanding investigation currently being undertaken by the Civil Aviation Authority with a result expected in the spring.

Members were also informed of a planned closure of runway 1 for a 6 week period (of 5 nights per week) to commence between March and April 2008 as part of a larger 16 week period of ongoing repairs where other general maintenance would also be undertaken. 

RESOLVED:  That the report be noted. 

4
23 RNAV  UPDATE


Simon Butterworth and David Foote reported on a newly designed approach which had been calibrated for PRNAV to make the approach to runway 23 Left better for aircraft with PRNAV facility. 


The next stage was to test the approach using a Thomas Cook A330 aircraft. Details of the trials would be reported back to the Technical Advisory Group.


Members of the Group asked the Airport to publicise the testing as widely as possible through all media sources available to it.

5
COMMUNITY RELATIONSCOMPLAINTS ANALYSIS
The latest complaints and MANTIS figures were reported. Members noted the high number of noise infringements by freight carriers and that this situation had been addressed.


RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted
6
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION
A summary of Government action was presented by Jon Bottomley outlining the following issues:-

· The Future Development of Air Transport – White Paper

· Aerodrome Safeguarding

· The Planning Bill 

· Regional Spatial Strategy

· The Northern Way

· Members noted that the Regional Spatial Strategy- proposed alterations were likely to be published in January 2008.

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted. 

7
OTHER  MATTERS


Members asked about the hard copies of the Master Plan – which would be available soon and confirmed that they had received the 2007 MACC Biennial Report.

