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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 13 March 2009 at Olympic House, Manchester Airport
PRESENT:
R J Farr (Chairman)

 

P Burns
T Greaves

L Grice

A Lang

J Macrae

B Sharp
REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:

S Butterworth

D Foote

R Mernock
A Murray

W Sinfield
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:

G Corker

C Kearney

SECRETARIAT:


I Jones

APOLOGIES:  None  
1
MINUTES


RESOLVED:  
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 19 December 2008 be confirmed as a correct record subject to the following amendments to minute no. 3:-

Resolved that 

(a) 
the report be received and noted; and

(b) 
information on differential landing charges be submitted to a future meeting of the Group to enable Members to consider and recommend the topic for auditing in 2009/10. 
2
COLLABORATIVE DECISION MAKING (CDM)

The Advisory Group received a presentation on the background and progress of CDM at Manchester Airport from Rick Mernock, Head of Performance. The presentation dealt with the following issues:-

· Turnaround process
· Industry working together

· Common standards

· Usable accurate information

· Delays and allowances

· Known data useage

· What’s required for Airport CDM

· Benefits of Airport CDM

· Benefits for Manchester

· Current operations

· European angle

· Eurocontrol

Members asked numerous questions which were responded to by Mr Mernock. 

The Chairman thanked Mr Mernock for his informative presentation and asked that a copy of the relevant information be sent to Members.

3
EMERGENCY EXERCISE ICARUS  
The Group received an update report from Simon Butterworth, Head of Strategy and Compliance.
It was reported that Emergency Exercise Icarus held on 16 October had been successful and good coordination had been in evidence between the Airport, Cheshire Fire and Cheshire Police.  Some issues were identified and shortfalls would be addressed. 
With regard to the supply of foam beyond the runway an agreement had been made between the Fire and Rescue Services on its supply dependant upon location which would cross over county boundary lines.  Simon Butterworth agreed to establish contacts and good links between the Fire and rescue services and the Emergency Planning Officers in the local authorities in the region.
RESOLVED: 
That the report be received and noted.

4
AIRPORT INCIDENTS
Simon Butterworth reported on significant incidents or occurrences of note at the Airport over the last quarter, and gave details of the forthcoming planned runway closures during April and May.  Subject to funding, it was anticipated that major refurbishment works would take place during the winter of 2009/10 which would lead to longer term closures of Runway 1.
Members asked that in every case that the Airport make strenuous efforts to publicise and communicate proposals with the local communities and appropriate authorities.
RESOLVED: 
That the report be received and noted.
5
DEFRA - CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2006

Members received a report from Ian Jones, Assistant Secretary regarding the latest consultation from Defra on proposed amendments to the Environmental Noise (England) Regulations 2006. The chairman of the Consultative Committee had requested that the Technical Advisory Group consider this matter and make recommendations to the Committee to consider at its meeting on 17 April, 
The deadline for comments was Monday 11th May 2009. 
Members considered each of the proposed amendments to the 2006 Regulations as follows:-
(a)  “Quiet Areas”:  The proposed amendment replaces a requirement to publish the names of quiet areas by way of Regulations with a duty on the Secretary of State to identify “quiet area” in such form as he may determine.  The reasons for this are given on pages 6 and 7 of the consultation document.

(b) Consolidated Noise Maps:  The 2006 Regulations place the Secretary of State under a duty to produce a consolidated noise map from all strategic noise maps which are adopted pursuant to Regulation 23. The proposed amendment makes this a discretionary power to produce consolidated noise maps in respect of any area based on strategic noise maps produced for rail, roads, air and agglomerations. (See page 8 of the consultation document).

(c) The 2006 Regulations impose a duty on the Secretary of State to publish guidance setting out limit values or other criteria for the identification of priorities for actions plans. The proposed amendment would remove this duty. The proposed revision to Regulation 30 provides that the Secretary of State has the power to issue guidance to competent authorities, at any time, with respect to the exercise of their functions under the Regulations. (See page 9 of the consultation document)

(d) A further amendment is to remove the requirement to identify noise sources for mapping in the form of regulations. From 2011 onwards, noise sources will instead be identified in the form of published maps.

RESOLVED:  That the Consultative Committee be recommended to send the following response to Defra on the consultation:
(a)
This proposal be supported if the amendment is applicable locally, is workable and adds value;

(b)
This proposal be supported;
(c)
No comment as its implications are not known at this stage; and

(d)
No comment.
6
COMMUNITY RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
The latest complaints and MANTIS figures were reported. 

Members were advised that the Community Relations Department had received its fewest complaints on record during 2008.

RESOLVED:  
That the report be received and noted
(The Chairman left at this point in the meeting and the Vice-Chairman presided over the rest of the meeting)
5
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION
A summary of Government action was presented by Andy Murray, outlining the following issues:-

· Local Development Frameworks
· The Planning Act
· E C Noise Directive
· Delivering a Sustainable Transport System
Members noted that the Government had responded to the Killian Pretty Review on 5 March. Andy Murray said a report would be presented to the next meeting on Government’s economic regulations relating to airports.
RESOLVED:  
That the report be received and noted. 

7
OTHER MATTERS

The presiding Chairman reminded Members that this was the last meeting to be supported by Ian Jones, Assistant Secretary and Geoff Corker, Environmental Advisor and thanked them for their support and guidance over the years. The Chairman had also expressed his thanks earlier in the meeting. 

The presiding Chairman also thanked Councillor Jamie Macrae who was also attending his final meeting. 
