MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 12 March 2010 at Olympic House, Manchester Airport
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1
MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

RESOLVED:  
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 11 December 2009 be confirmed as a correct record.
2
AIRPORT INCIDENTS
Rory McLoughlin reported on significant incidents and occurrences of note at the Airport over the last quarter.  Members were briefed on two incidents which had occurred at the stands.
The Aircraft Accidents Investigation Bureau (AAIB) had published their reports on two incidents which had occurred in February 2007 and August 2008. Both incidents had happened on Taxiway Juliet and had resulted in damage to planes.  As a result of these incidents the Airport and Air Traffic Control (ATC) had conducted a review of local procedures and introduced a number of changes including the withdrawal of the use by ATC of the phase ‘give way’ and the redesigning of the taxiway to take account for larger aircraft.
The Airport continued to monitor new technology and develop new procedures and was planning to introduce a satellite based approaches.  This type of approach was now published for Runway 23L at Manchester but was currently not in use because the Airport and ATC had been unable to agree with the CAA on the detailed scope of safety assurance documentation requirements.  It was understood that other airports had also not been able to agree with the CAA. As this was a national issue, it was suggested that it be raised with the UK Airport Consultative Committees Liaison Group to see if any pressure could be put on the CAA to get agreement.


A programme of taxiway improvements and maintenance was scheduled between April and August 2010. The programme included work to the taxiway adjoining Runway 1 and would require 18 weeks of nighttime runway closures to complete the work.  The Airport had produced a video on the work to be carried out, which could be viewed on their website at: - http://www.manchesterairport.co.uk/manweb.nsf/Content/runwayclosures
RESOLVED: 
(1)
that the report be received and noted;
(2)
the issue of safety assurance documentation requirements in relation to satellite based approaches be raised with UK Airport Consultative Committees Liaison Group.
3
COMMUNITY RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

The complaints and Mantis figures for January and February 2010 were reported.  
Members noted that during this period easterly winds had resulted in over 50% of movements taking off over Stockport and arriving from the southwest over Cheshire and this had led to an increase in the number of complaints received.
The weekly outreach surgeries in Knutsford library had celebrated 10 years of existence in December 2009 and the mobile Outreach programme would also be a decade old in 2010.  In 2010 fun activities for children would be held at selected Outreach events to mark this milestone.
RESOLVED:

That the report be received. 
4
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION

A summary of Government Action was presented by Andrew Murray, which outlined the following issues:

· Local Development Frameworks – Manchester City Council were to carry out further consultation before publishing their Submission document.  Cheshire East Council would be consulting on their Core Strategy Issues and Options shortly.  The Salford Core Strategy preferred option stage referred to a hard-surfaced runway at Manchester City Airport (Barton), which the Airport had submitted an objection to.

· Planning Act 2008 – The Infrastructure Planning Commission formally started to receive applications on 1 March 2010 and had set out the thresholds for consideration of airport schemes.
· The Northern Hub – Network Rail had published its report on the Manchester rail system and recommended greater utilisation of Manchester Victoria and the creation of a direct link between there and Piccadilly.  The report also raised the possibility of a fourth platform at the Airport.
RESOLVED:

That the report be received.
5
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Emergency Planning

Members requested that a representative of the Emergency Planning team be invited to attend the next meeting to update the Group on the planning process and liaison with the surrounding local authorities and emergency services.
