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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 9 March 2007 in the Colin Warbrick Suite, T2, Manchester Airport

PRESENT:
R J Farr (Chairman)

P Burns

D Butt

G Davies

A Lang

J Macrae

J Proudlove

REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:

J Bottomley

S Butterworth

D Foote

Mrs H McNabb

R Nicholls

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:



G Cocker

SECRETARIAT:



I Jones

APOLOGIES:  

P Carter

Mrs S Matlow

S Wilkinson

1
MINUTES


RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 8 December 2006 be confirmed as correct, subject to the minor amendment to the second paragraph of Minute 6, -  “Members noted the new tables showing runway 1 night closures….”. 

2
AIRPORT REGULATION REVIEW AND MANCHESTER AIRPORT PRICE CONTROL – CAA CONSULTATION 
The Advisory Group received a report from Robert Nicholls, Regulation Manager, together with copies of emails from the National Airport Consultative Committee’s Secretary, and the full consultation document on proposed Designation and De-designation Criteria for Airports, as circulated by the Secretary. 

Mr Nicholls outlined recent consultation documentation together with reference to the Office of Fair Trading study which recommended, amongst other things, that the CAA advise the Government as to whether Manchester Airport should be de-designated.  The consultation period had closed on 8 February on this issue and the OFT. 

A major document on Manchester Airport had been issued by the CAA regarding price control and review, regulatory approach, competitive constraints, regulatory proposal, scope of change and regulatory bill.  On 19 February the CAA held an industry seminar at the Airport as part of the ongoing consultation process for a review on price controls.  The deadline for comments was 16 April. 
Members noted that a Joint Steering Group had been established in August 2006 to consider many areas of Airport operations subject to review and consultation and in particular service quality.  Discussions on strategic options for terminal expansion during the quinquennium 2009-2014 were currently underway.  A wider consultation meeting with airlines took place in January and another was planned for early May. 

A price control business plan should be in place by the end of May.

Members made appropriate comments which were noted by the Airport. 

With regard to the consultation of the proposed Designation and De-designation criteria for Airports, the Assistant Secretary explained that the Consultative Committee had been included on a list of consultees to consider:
(1)
whether there was a strong case for updating the existing criteria for designation and establishing a set of criteria that would apply to both the designation and de-designation of airports;  and 
(2)
whether the new criteria as set out in paragraph 52 of the consultation document was agreeable to the Consultative Committee. 

Members noted that the closing date for consultation was 20 April which coincided with the MACC Annual General Meeting and suggested that this consultation document also be presented to Airport Users Group at its next meeting on 30 March for comments. 

Following an in-depth debate, Members were generally in favour of amending the existing outdated criteria and requested that the full Consultative Committee adopt the following resolution. 
RESOLVED:  That Manchester Airport Consultative Committee:

(1)
Agree that there is a strong case for updating the existing criteria for designation and establishing a set of criteria that would apply to both the designation and de-designation of airports; and
(2)
Agree that the new criteria for designation and de-designation as outlined in paragraph 52 of the consultation document is acceptable subject to: 

(a)
that the future involvement and input of Consultative Committees are not adversely affected by the proposed changes;

(b)
that there be no adverse impact on the locality or environment as a result of the proposed changes and that these issues should remain of paramount importance for Government and Airport authorities when implementing changes to operations;  and 
(c)
the Consultative Committee expresses some concern that the general public as customers and users of the Airport were not invited to make any comments. 
3
AIRPORT INCIDENTS
Simon Butterworth reported on incidents and occurrences of note at the Airport over the last quarter. 

Members discussed incidents and safety issues as reported and noted that the Civil Aviation Authority would investigate one incident and report. 

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted. 

4
COMMUNITY COMPLAINTS ANALYSIS
The latest complaints and MANTIS figures were reported. 

Members noted in particular track complaints, pre-planned maintenance, weather bulletins on VOR.  Members were informed that the Night Noise Policy was now published and noted details of outreach, communication bulletins and information. 

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted. 

5
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION
A summary of Government action was presented by John Bottomley outlining the following issues:-

· The Future Development of Air Transport – White Paper

· Aerodrome Safeguarding

· Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act

· Regional Spatial Strategy

· The Northern Way

· The Future of Transport White Paper 

Members noted that publication of the Airport’s Master Plan had been slightly delayed, but that this matter should be resolved by the end of March. 

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted. 
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