1b

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 6 June 2008 at Olympic House, Manchester Airport

PRESENT:
R J Farr (Chairman)

P Burns

G Davies

T Greaves

J Macrae

K Meakin
J Macrae

REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:

D Foote

A Murray

W Sinfield

T Walmsley

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:

G Corker

SECRETARIAT:



I Jones

APOLOGIES:  

H Grange

A Lang
S Butterworth

S Wilkinson

1
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN


RESOLVED: That Mr R J Farr be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year.

2
APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


RESOLVED: That Mr P Burns be appointed Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year.

3
MINUTES


RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 7 March 2008 be confirmed as a correct record. The attached briefing note was also received.
4
AIRPORT INCIDENTS
Keith Meakin reported (in Simon Butterworth’s absence) on significant incidents or occurrences of note at the Airport over the last quarter. Members noted that there were several outstanding reports following investigations undertaken by the Aircraft Accidents Investigation Bureau (AAIB) with some results expected anytime soon.

Members also noted details of changes in operations regarding the use of red stop bars with green lights now being used on a permanent basis following a successful trial. Members asked questions regarding the deployment of the police helicopter and safety separation times for different aircraft types.
RESOLVED: That the report be received and noted.
5
COMMUNITY RELATIONSCOMPLAINTS ANALYSIS
The latest complaints and MANTIS figures were reported. 

Members were informed that 2008 Outreach events were underway and three successful separate meetings had taken place with Parish Councils with excellent dialogue and feedback. 
In response to a question about the Community Relations answer phone and information service, Wendy Sinfield indicated that the Department were looking at how things could be improved and certain options were being considered.

Wendy Sinfield reported that she had recently visited Lyon to make a presentation on how Community Relations operated at Manchester and with a view to picking up any useful tips or practices that may be of benefit at Manchester. It was reported that a significant amount of research work had been carried out by Elisabeth Plachinski of Eurocontrol in a comparative study of certain European Airports, including Manchester, on the subject of noise impact. Members agreed that if possible Elisabeth be invited to a future meeting of the Group to give a presentation of the findings of the study.

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted
6
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION
A summary of Government action was presented by Andy Murray, outlining the following issues:-

· Local Development Frameworks
· Aerodrome Safeguarding

· Regional Spatial Strategy

· The Planning Bill 

· EC Noise Directive
· Aviation Duty Consultation
RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted. 

7
CIVIL AVIATION ACT 2006 - IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW POWERS – CONSULTATION

Members were reminded that at its last meeting, the Consultative Committee delegated the Group to consider a response to the DfT’s Consultation on the extent to which airports had identified a need to implement any of the new powers they were given on noise and emission controls provided by the Civil Aviation Act 2006 which came into force in March 2007. The Act, among other things, strengthened and clarified powers to control aircraft noise and emissions.

In particular airport operators have been given statutory powers to introduce noise control schemes and fine aircraft that breach noise controls. The Act also provided powers for all licensed airports to introduce charges that reflect the pollution generated by each aircraft type, the DfT were seeking views on how airports have used these powers to date.


Members discussed the current practice of the airport of charging for noise infringements and that there tended not to be too many problems with aircraft off-track. It was noted however that where airline companies did occasionally infringe the edge of the track, the airport would work with them to correct the problems occurring. The Airport had a good record of successfully helping airlines re-calibrate their systems and computer guidance in order to align their aircraft with the correct tracklines. Accordingly there had never been the need or desire to implement fines for the occasional off-track aircraft.

Members asked for a report at a future meeting on statistical data relating to tracks, taking into account population density, track times, deviations, frequency, etc. and whether an announcement in relation to deviation of established tracks would actually trigger the ‘route change procedure’.

RESOLVED: That the response to the DfT’s consultation be as follows:-


‘Manchester Airport has been operating a system of Track and Noise monitoring for some considerable time.

Currently there are no real problems with off-track aircraft and there are no plans to introduce fines - this would only be pursued if problems occurred. Fines are implemented for noise infringements. Targets are set, results are reviewed and monitored with the aim of continuous improvement and to consider the impact of over-flying.’
8
OTHER  MATTERS

Jamie Macrae asked for an update on the impact of repair work carried out on Runway 1 including the increased use of Runway 2. It was anticipated that Simon Butterworth would be able to report to the next meeting on this issue. 
