
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 5 June 2009 at Olympic House, Manchester Airport
PRESENT:
Mr R Farr (Chairman)

 
Mr P Burns


Cllr M Byram



Mr K Meakin



Cllr G Walton

Cllr B Sharp
Mr S Wilkinson
REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:

S Butterworth

A Murray

W Sinfield
T Walmsley 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:

 C Kearney

SECRETARIAT:

           M Flynn

Mrs R Graves

APOLOGIES: 
                         Cllr L Grice


   Mr A Lang

8
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN


RESOLVED:


That Mr R Farr be appointed as the Chairman for the ensuing year.

9
APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


RESOLVED:

That Mr P Burns be appointed as the Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year.

10
MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
It was confirmed that the information requested at the December 2008 meeting on differential landing charges would be presented to the next meeting of the Group.


RESOLVED:  
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 13 March 2009 be confirmed as a correct record, subject to an amendment to the last sentence of Minute 3.  The sentence be amended to read “Simon Butterworth agreed to establish contacts and good links between the Emergency Planning Officers in the local authorities in the region”.
11
AIRPORT INCIDENTS
Simon Butterworth reported on significant incidents or occurrences of note at the Airport over the last quarter. Members noted the Aircraft Accidents Investigation Bureau (AAIB) report on an incident in September 2008 of smoke in the cockpit of a plane standing at Terminal 2 which had recently been released. There was also a number of outstanding reports following investigations undertaken by the AAIB which had previously been reported to the Group with some results expected shortly.
Members asked about the unplanned closures of runway 1 over the weekend 30/31 May due to problems with the surface caused by the recent hot weather.  This meant that runway 2 had become operational, which had raised a number of complaints. The Airport indicated that some further nightime closures would be needed to make the temporary repairs permanent.
RESOLVED: 
That the report be received and noted.
12
COMMUNITY RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

The complaints and MANTIS figures for April were reported. There had been 20 complaints from 2 complainants in Middlewich concerning nightime noise, the reasons for which were being investigated. The Group discussed the routes by which complaints were made, and the importance of outreach and electronic forms of communication such as the e newsletter. It was confirmed that the Airport used local monitors to check data in specific areas such as Mere.

 

Recent outreach events had been well attended with 40 people present at Heald Green. The recent meeting with Parish Councillors in the area (37 in all) had included a visit to the "Big Rig" covering fire response procedures and Airport business developments. The next meeting would be held in November. Attendance was also planned at the Wythenshawe Area Committee of Manchester City Council.

 

RESOLVED:

That the report be received.

13
AIRPORT NOISE ACTION PLAN UPDATE

Tim Walmsley gave a Presentation on progress towards the preparation of the draft Noise Action Plan (NAP), as required under the UK Environmental Noise Regulations. DEFRA had only issued Guidance in March 2009, much later than expected. There were gaps in this particularly concerning "quiet areas" and the Plan for the Manchester Agglomeration. The deadline for the completion of the NAP was now the end of 2009. Tim described in detail the aims of the NAP and the area of interest covered by the Plan, which had already been subject to consideration in Workshops and other consultation with relevant Partners. Key outcomes were being included in the draft NAP, such as more use of the single runway operation; reducing the departure noise threshold and increased penalties for infringement; extension of continuous descent approaches; reduced engine taxiing and enhanced noise related runway charges.

 

The draft NAP contained 55 new or revised commitments and detailed performance data. 

 

The formal public consultation period on the document would run from 1 July until 21 October, and the full list of consultation questions was described. The consultation included 6 outreach events. The Group considered how best to involve the Consultative Committee in the process.

 

RESOLVED: That

 

(1) 
the report be received and Tim Walmsley be thanked for his Presentation; and

(2)
 the draft Noise Action Plan be considered by Consultative Committee on 10 July, and by Technical Advisory Group on 2 October, to allow detailed consideration of relevant issues in advance of the end of the consultation period.

14
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION

A summary of Government action was presented by Andrew Murray, which outlined the following issues:-

· Local Development Frameworks – as apart of the Manchester City’s ‘Refining Options’ consultation, the Airport had submitted the initial findings of a series of studies in response to the Consultation.  
· Single Regional Strategy – the Airport had responded to the consultation on a Principles and Issues paper for the proposed new Single Integrated Regional Strategy and had emphasised the airports importance in the economics of the North West.  
· The Planning Act – the first consultation on the National Policy Statements that would identify the requirements for and possible location of major infrastructure would commence in the summer with adoption in early 2010.  Consultation in relation to Aviation was likely to be later in 2011. 
· Killian Pretty Review - no further regulations had been issued for consultation.
· Private Members Bill Airport Expansion – the second reading of the Bill would take place on 12 June.

· Economic Regulation of UK Airports – it was proposed that a ‘tiered’ system of regulation governed by licences would replace the current regime.  Manchester would be classed as a Tier 2 airport (above 5 million pax per annum) and would be subjected to a lighter touch regime, principally governing the implementation of the EU Airport Charges Directive and certain environmental reporting responsibilities.  It was also proposed that the existing duties of the Air Transport Users Council would be transferred to Passenger Focus.   Passenger Focus was expected to set up a series of local passenger forums at larger airports.  The Annual Liaison Meeting of Consultative Committees had discussed this matter and had put forward alternative proposals.  It was agreed that their response would be circulated to all Members of the Consultative Committee.
· Airport Master Plan 2030 – the review of the Master Plan would follow the five-yearly review period set out in the Guidance.  The Airport would be looking to complete the review of the Master Plan by 2012.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and noted.
15
OTHER BUSINESS

Precision Area Navigation
Simon Butterworth briefed on progress with Precision Area Navigation. It was agreed that this be demonstrated "live" to the Technical Advisory Group in advance of the 2 October meeting, and that Wendy Sinfield would canvass for a date.
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