MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP held on Friday 4 June 2010 at Olympic House, Manchester Airport
PRESENT:
Mr P Burns (in the Chair)


Cllr M Byram



Mr B Farr

Cllr L Grice



Mr T Greaves

Mr K Kent 
Cllr B Sharp

Cllr G Walton 
REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:

S Butterworth

J Challis

J Cookson

R McLoughlin

A McPhie

A Murray
T Walmsley
SECRETARIAT:


Mrs R Graves, Assistant Secretary
APOLOGIES: 


Mr A Lang



Mr P Jones
Mrs W Sinfield

6
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:

That Mr P Burns be appointed as the Chairman for the ensuing year
7
APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:


That Mr R Farr be appointed as the Vice -Chairman for the ensuing year.

8
MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

RESOLVED:  
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 12 March 2010 be confirmed as a correct record.
9
EXERCISE ICARUS UPDATE
Anne McPhie, Emergency Planning Manager, briefed the Group on the development of Emergency Services Memorandums of Understanding as a result of Exercise Icarus.
Memorandums of Understanding had now been drawn up and agreed with the Cheshire Fire Services, Greater Manchester Fire Service, Cheshire Police and Greater Manchester Police. 
Members raised questions about the fire fighting facilities which would be made available by the two Fire Services in the event of an incident at the Airport and Anne McPhie agreed to contact them for clarification.  
They were also concerned about the roles of the local authorities which surrounded the Airport and were informed that representatives of these sat on the Emergency Planning Committee.  It was suggested that those members who represented local authority contact their emergency planning teams to view the emergency plans drawn up for an incident at the Airport.  It was also suggested that a member of the Group attended the Emergency Planning Committee meetings.
Members also asked if they could observe future emergency planning exercises at the Airport.
RESOLVED:

(1)
That the report be noted

(2)
Anne McPhie to contact Cheshire and Greater Manchester Fire Services to clarify what equipment would be provided in response to an incident at the Airport.
(3)
Local Authority Members to view their Authority’s emergency plans.
10
AIRPORT INCIDENTS
Simon Butterworth reported on significant incidents and occurrences of note at the Airport over the last quarter.  
The Aircraft Accidents Investigation Bureau (AAIB) had published their report on an incident in December 2009 when a Flybe aircraft had made an emergency landing at the Airport due to an engine air intake heater adapter overheating and mechanically failing.


RESOLVED:

That the report be received.        
11
RUNWAY REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME UPDATE
Rory McLoughlin briefed Members on the progress with the taxiway improvements and maintenance work being undertaken at present and on the Runway 1 resurfacing work planned for 2011.
The work on the taxiways was progressing well and was a week ahead of schedule at present and not expected to overrun the planned end date.
For the resurfacing of Runway 1, it was expected that the primary contractor would be appointed in October.  The first phase of work would be the building of the new Substation, which would not impact the operation of the Runway.  The next phase was the construction of the cable ducts which would require night closures of the Runway.  The final phase would be the resurfacing work and light replacement with the work being carried out at night on the Runway.
Once the work programme of work had been finalised the Community Relations team would widely publicise the dates of runway closures.
It was agreed that the runway refurbishment work should be a standing item on future agendas.


RESOLVED:


(1)
The report be received.


(2)
Runway refurbishment be a standing item on future agendas.

12
COMMUNITY RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

The complaints and Mantis figures for April 2010 and the complaints figures for May 2010 were reported.  
RESOLVED:

That the report be received. 
13
SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT ACTION

A summary of Government Action was presented by Andrew Murray, which outlined the following issues:

· Regional Spatial Strategy  - the Queen’s speech announced that the abolition of Regional Spatial Strategies would form part of the Decentralisation and Localism Bill
· Decentralisation and Localism Bill –would also include the abolition of the Infrastructure Planning Commission and replace it with an efficient and democratically accountable system that would provide a fast-track process for major infrastructure projects.  The Bill would also create Local Enterprise Partnerships which would replace Regional Development Agencies.
· Airport Economic Regulation Bill – will state that it would develop a new vision for a competitive aviation industry in the absence of any new runways in the South East.  It was not yet clear what this would mean for Manchester Airport, being the only other 2 runway airport in the country, but there was a clear implication that further growth at Manchester was an assumed alternative.
RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.  
14
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There were no items of other business.







