MANCHESTER AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

16 JANUARY 2004 



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE MANCHESTER AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE held on 16 January 2004 in the Colin Warbrick Suite, Terminal 2, Manchester Airport

PRESENT:


S R Wilkinson (Chairman)

C Claxton – Cheshire County Council


H Grange – Cheshire County Council

J N Pantall - Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council 


P Scott – Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council

W Hamman – Macclesfield Borough Council

C Shepherd – Macclesfield Borough Council

W Fitzgerald – Macclesfield Borough Council

A Burns – Manchester City Council

P Morrison – Manchester City Council


L J Ford – Vale Royal Borough Council

W T Harrison – Thameside Metropolitan Borough Council (substitute Member)

P L Kolker – Congleton Borough Council 


J Thomas – North West Region Chambers of Commerce Council

W J Hipkins – North West Region of CBI

P Andrews – Airport Employees

P Burns – Heald Green and Long Lane Ratepayers Association

Ms W Casey – Combined Association of Wythenshawe Tenants

R J Farr – Styal Action Association

T R Greaves – Knutsford and Mobberley Joint Action Group

Mrs S Matlow – Passenger Representative

Dr S Campbell – National Trust

REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:


B Longworth, Ground Transport Manager

Mrs W Sinfield, Community Relations Manager

J Spooner, Managing Director


J Bottomley, Airport Planning Manager


T  Walmsley, Environment Manager


ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:


G Corker


SECRETARIAT:


M Flynn, Secretary


I Jones


APOLOGIES:


C Bain – Cheshire County Council

P Carter – Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council

R Griffin – Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council

Mrs C Pickthall – Cheshire Disabilities Federation


J A Whitehead – Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council


J Twigg, Head of Planning and Environment

1
PROCEDURAL MATTERS


MINUTES


RESOLVED:  That 

(a)
the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 17 October 2003 be confirmed as a correct record (P Morrison added to apologies list, Concorde visit to be arranged for April meeting);

(b)
the Minutes of the Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group held on


5 December 2003 be confirmed as a correct record; and

(c)
the Minutes of the Meeting of the Airport Users Advisory Group held on


5 December 2003 be confirmed with the following amendment – 

Minute 2, resolution 4: ‘the format and wording of the taxi rank notice board/information leaflet be agreed with Manchester Cab Committee’.

(d) The Secretary reported that he had written to the Employees’ Representative regarding attendance at the Committee. Mr P Andrews explained that although he had been nominated to stand in as employee representative following the departure of the previous representative it had become unclear whether he was eligible to sit on the Committee as he was no longer an employee on the Airport site. 

Recently, however he had been elected to represent the employees at a branch meeting of the Airport Transport and General Workers Union .It was recognised that there was no constitutional provision concerning Mr. Andrews eligibility to stand as employee representative in this way. 

Following some debate on the issue as to whether it was appropriate for employees to have an off-site representative, it was:

RESOLVED:  That Mr Andrews continue as the Airport Employees’ representative whilst discussions take place between the Airport and Mr. Andrews to determine the best way forward and in consultation with the Secretary to establish appropriate wording for the Constitution 

2 DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN


The Consultative Committee received a presentation from Mr Tim Walmsley, Environment Manager at the Airport outlining the key issues raised in the Draft Environment Plan.  


These issues were described under the following headings:-

· Aircraft Noise and Track Keeping

· Air Emissions

· Climate Change

· Ground Transport

· Utility Management

· Water Quality

· Waste Management

· Landscape and Habitat Management

· Environmental Management

There then followed a session of questions and answers and a short debate regarding the deadline for comments, which was 15 March. As most of the Committee had not seen the detailed documentation it was recognised that detailed comments at this stage could be ill-informed and that a revised mechanism for all Members to feed in comments prior to the deadline was necessary in order that the document could be studied in some detail.

RESOLVED: That with the consent of the Chairman, all Committee Members be invited to attend the next meeting of the Technical Advisory Group on 5 March 2004, where the issue would be considered at Agenda item 2, and further questions could be put and collective comments given.

3
GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER


The Committee received a report on the recently published Aviation White Paper.


The White Paper was a comprehensive statement of the Government’s aviation policy collating the diverse aspects and topics affecting the industry for the next thirty years.


The main sections were summarised as follows:-

· Strategic framework for growth of the industry

· Environmental impacts on a national level e.g. noise, air quality, climate change

· Air transport industry generally including security, service quality, air freight and access

· Detailed analysis of each UK region and the role and issues for each airport within the region.

· Steps required to deliver the policy objectives including airport development plans, blight, delivering surface access improvements and managing airspace.

Members noted the other issues raised in the report, relating to the overall strategy, environmental impact, industry-wide issues, issues pertinent to Manchester Airport and the next steps required as a result of the White Paper.

The White Paper had set out a very positive role for Manchester Airport and had endorsed its future growth as a major gateway outside the Southeast. It supported additional terminal capacity in the long term and the maximum use of the existing two runways. 

The White Paper also raised other issues including noise, air quality, surface access and environmental matters.

RESOLVED: That the report be received.

3 GUIDELINES FOR CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

A copy of the latest Government guidelines for Consultative Committees was submitted to Members for consideration. These guidelines were intended to assist those involved in establishing, running and participating in airport consultative committees and superseded the guidance issued by the then Department of Transport in 1987-88.

The guidelines covered the following areas:-

· The legislation

· The purposes of consultation

· The form of consultation

· Terms of reference

· Officers of consultation committees

· Composition of consultation committees

· Sub Groups

· Organisation of meetings and costs

· Engagement with the Community

· Interaction between airport consultative committees

Members considered the new guidelines and noted that the vast majority of the work of the MACC fell within the provisions of the guidelines, and indeed was cited as having good practice with regard to the establishment and work of the three Sub-Groups.

A request was made for a tour of both airside and landside passenger facilities – particularly for the newer Members of the Committee, which the Airport Plc agreed to arrange for a future meeting date.

RESOLVED: That the guidelines be noted and acknowledged.

4
GROUND TRANSPORT UPDATE


Members received a report which gave details of the following issues:-

· Ground transport interchange

· Franchise replacement

· Metrolink

· Rail

· Green commuting

· Terminal 1 Arrivals road

· SEMMS Road Schemes

Councillor Burns expressed some concern regarding the proposed meeting between the Users Group and the Manchester Cab Committee, which was not a City Council organisation. As a result he suggested that the City Council also be represented at that meeting by Members of the Licensing Committee together with a senior member of staff from the Licensing department of Manchester City Council. 

Questions were raised and responded to about the operation of Aiportcarz.

It was noted that the journey planning publicity was currently under review.

RESOLVED:  

That the report be received and with the consent of the Chairman of the Users Group, Bob Longworth be requested to make arrangements for the appropriate representatives of Manchester City Council and the Taxi Operators Cab Committee.

5
REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR


Mr John Spooner, Managing Director of the Airport Plc, introduced a report outlining details of the following issues:-

· Policy Matters

· Operational Data

· Developments

· Community Matters

The report included a detailed commentary on the White Paper – ‘The Future of Air Transport’ and its impact on Manchester Airport’s operations.

It was reported that the organisational structure within Manchester Airports Group had been streamlined with the Managing Director now reporting directly to Group Board which had responsibilities to the Shareholders Committee. The Chairman of Shareholders Committee was Councillor Richard Leese and the newly appointed Chairman of Manchester Airports Group was Mr Alan Jones.

Under operational data for the third quarter, it was highlighted that total passenger numbers were up 8.1% on the same period in the previous financial year.

It was reported that the Managing Director had held a ‘Seeing is Believing’ event with participants from airlines, government agencies and retailers in order to further develop enthusiasm for the corporate social responsibility initiative. A tour of Wythenshawe allowed a review of existing projects and to examine ways in which partners and airport neighbours could participate in mutually beneficial schemes.

A follow up meeting would be held and an action plan formalised. It was envisaged that the ‘business support group’ would enhance the good work already being undertaken by the Airport Community Champions.

Members were pleased to note that Mr Geoff Muirhead, Chief Executive of Manchester Airports Group had been awarded the CBE in the Queen’s New Year Honours List. 

RESOLVED:

That the report be received and that the Community Initiatives be supported and encouraged.

7
COMMUNITY RELATIONS STATISTICAL REPORTING

(a)
The quarterly report on aircraft track and noise monitoring was presented and noted.

(b) A report was presented on Runway 1 (24R/06L) Maintenance Programme which detailed runway closures in 2004.


RESOLVED:


That the reports be received.

8 AIRLINE AND AIRPORT VOLUNTARY COMMITMENTS TO PASSENGERS

A copy of the Government’s final report to ECAC on implementation of the European Airline and Airport voluntary commitments on passenger service were circulated. The report monitored the performance of signed up airports and airlines and was submitted on 16 October to ECAC.

RESOLVED:  That the User Group be asked to consider the details contained in the report at a future meeting.

9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairman reported that he was increasingly receiving correspondence in his capacity as Chairman to the Consultative Committee and asked for the Committee to note that he continued to respond to the correspondence having first taken the appropriate advice from the Airport Plc and the Secretary.

RESOLVED: That the Chairman present a summary of the topics dealt with by way of correspondence at the AGM under the Chairman’s report

