
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MANCHESTER AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE held on 10 July 2009 in the Concorde Conference Centre, Aviation Viewing Park, Sunbank Lane, Altrincham.
PRESENT:


S R Wilkinson - Chairman

G Walton, Cheshire East Council

D Stockton, Cheshire East Council

D Neilson, Cheshire East Council
O Hunter, Cheshire East Council (Observer)
M Byram, Cheshire West and Chester Council 

L Grice – Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council 


P Harding - Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council

J Pantall – Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council

B Sharp – Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council
P Lane – Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council
A Burns – Manchester City Council

P Morrison – Manchester City Council

W Harrison – Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council
M Biggin – Warrington Borough Council
J Thomas – North West Region Chambers of Commerce Council
K Foster – Airline Operators Committee

A Ashton – Airport Employees

G Davies – Scheduling Committee
Mrs D Parker, Association of British Travel Agents
P Burns – Heald Green and Long Lane Ratepayers Association

Ms W Casey – Combined Association of Wythenshawe Tenants

R J Farr – Styal Action Association

T Greaves – Knutsford and Mobberley Joint Action Group

Mrs S Matlow – Passenger Representative 

N Duncan – Which?
REPRESENTING MANCHESTER AIRPORT PLC:

A Cornish – Managing Director

N Hough - Head of Category - Car Parks

W Sinfield - Community Relations Manager

J Twigg – Group Planning Director 
T Walmsley - Head of Environment
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING:

C Kearney, Cheshire East Council
SECRETARIAT:

M Flynn, Secretary


R Graves, Assistant Secretary

APOLOGIES:

A Lang – North West Region of CBI
1
TOUR OF CONCORDE

Members took part in a tour of Concorde and the facilities at the Conference Centre prior to the commencement of the Consultative Committee.
2
PROCEDURAL MATTERS


RESOLVED:  That 


MINUTES
(a)
the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 17 April 2009 be confirmed as a correct record;
(b)
the Minutes of the Meeting of the Technical Advisory Group held on

5 June 2009 be confirmed as a correct record;
(c)
the Minutes of the Meeting of the Airport Users Advisory Group held on


5 June 2009 be confirmed as a correct record;
MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE
(d)
the following new Members be welcomed to the Committee:

· Councillor Mike Biggin had been appointed as the representative of Warrington Borough Council and would also be a representative on the Airport Users Advisory Group. 

· Councillor B Shaw had replaced Cllr M Young as the substitute member for Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council 


Members received and noted the attendance report and circumstances of absences.  The Secretary was requested to contact Warrington Disability Partnership concerning their ongoing representation.
FINANCE REPORT
(e)
the twelve month summary of financial transactions be noted.
FUTURE MEETINGS
(f)
the proposed meeting dates for 2010/11 be approved as amended:


Consultative Committee


Advisory Groups
9 July 2010




4 June 2010

22 October 2010



1 October 2010

14 January 2011



10 December 2010

15 April 2011




11 March 2011

3
DRAFT NOISE ACTION PLAN
Tim Walmsley gave a presentation on the Draft Noise Action Plan for the Airport.  

Under the UK Environmental Noise Regulation the Airport was required to produce a Noise Action Plan by the end of 2009.  Following the issue of Guidance on Action Plans in March 2009, a Draft Noise Action Plan for the Airport had been produced which contained 55 new or revised commitments and detailed performance data. 

The public consultation period had commenced on 1 July and would run until 
21 October.   The consultation was seeking views on whether the measures taken to manage noise were appropriate to control the noise impact from operations and asked four particular questions for response, including an invitation to comment generally on the Plan.  The Draft Noise Action Plan could be viewed on the Airport’s website and hard copies had been placed in libraries.  The consultation process would include six events for the public during July, August and September.  A ten page summary of the consultation outcomes would be produced later in the year.
The Technical Advisory Group had previously received an initial briefing on the draft Plan, and it was felt that an update on the response to the consultation should be considered in detail by TAG on 2 October, and that any final outcomes could be dealt with at the October meeting of the Consultative Committee. 
RESOLVED:
That the Technical Advisory Group and thereafter this Committee consider progress with the Draft Noise Action Plan and the public consultation at the October meetings.

4
GROUND TRANSPORT UPDATE

The report of the Capacity Planning Manager was presented by John Twigg, Group Planning Director, which brought Members up to date on the Airport’s surface access, projects and issues.  These were included under the following headings:
· Third Rail Platform
· Rail Services
· Bus and Coach Services

· Cycle Purchase Scheme for Airport Employees

· Environmental Month

It was reported that the M56 westbound exit slip road at Junction 7 was closed due to road/bridge works which were expected to continue for at least the next 12 months This closure would affect passengers leaving rather than travelling to the airport, via the A556/M6. 
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.

5
REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
The Committee received a report from Andrew Cornish, Managing Director Manchester Airport, outlining details of the following issues:

· Policy Matters

· Developments

· Awards/Celebrations

· Actions to Improve Mobility Services

· Operational Data

· Car Parking at Manchester Airport

· Operational Environment – Routes and Services Update

· Environment

· Community Matters

· Manchester Airport in the News

· Monthly Traffic Statistics
Members asked a number of questions, to which Mr Cornish responded, mainly relating to the day to day operations of the Airport.  Specific issues raised included the continuing position over the sale of Gatwick; airlines failing to achieve the 70% industry punctuality target; protection of the colony of rooks nesting at Dunham Massey which had caused some public concern; heavily reduced pre-notification figures (coinciding with the high season for Charter flights) for passengers with reduced mobility and the introduction of “Help Points” planned for August; the use at the Airport of automatic number plate recognition; and the use of Bluetooth technology to monitor passenger queuing times at security and immigration control. It was agreed that Technical Advisory Group should receive an update on previous national reports concerning environmental noise impacts on sleep.
Members also requested that the Managing Director’s report should make more reference to the impact of current economic conditions on the Airport, including the potential impacts on employees and the Airport’s business plans, and any implications for the Airport Masterplan. The Managing Director agreed to address this in future reports.

Wendy Sinfield reported that the Airport had developed a resources pack to support the teaching of GCSE Business Studies and applied Business Studies which provided an insight into the business of the Manchester Airport Group and how it operated and could be accessed via the Airport’s education website: www.magworld.co.uk/education.
RESOLVED:  
That the report be received.  
6
COMMUNITY RELATIONS STATISTICAL REPORTING
Wendy Sinfield, Community Relations Manager, presented the quarterly report on aircraft track and noise monitoring for the period April to June 2009. The June period had seen an increase in the number of noise complaints, due to the fine weather which had meant higher levels of Runway 05 operations (easterly) operations. A meeting had been arranged with an individual complainant from Middlewich to discuss inbound approach issues. There had in addition been a large amount of outreach activity since the last meeting, which had involved good public attendance.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.

7
REPORT FROM THE ANNUAL ACC MEETING AND CONFERENCE 2009

The Committee considered a report from the Chairman and Secretary on the Annual Meeting of the Airport Consultative Committees that had taken place at George Best Belfast City Airport on 27 and 28 May 2009.

Minutes of the Annual Meeting would be submitted to the next meeting but the Committee was advised that various matters had been discussed at the Conference including

· UK Aviation Update

· European Aviation Update

· Preservation of slots at London Airports

· Review of the Economic Regulation of Airports

· Consultative Committees: Structure and Membership
· Future Annual Meetings and Support Arrangements

The Conference had agreed to submit objections to the DfT to the proposal to transfer the passenger advocacy role from the Air Transport Users Council to “Passenger Focus”, and to remind the Department of the important role carried out by Consultative Committees in this area. This response had previously been circulated to and supported by the Committee. 
It was suggested that slot allocation be a future item for the Technical Advisory Group.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.[image: image1.png]










