	Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee 
	15 January 2010

	
	(10.30 am - 11.40 am)



PRESENT:
Mr Marshall Morris, Friends of Liverpool Airport (in the Chair)
Mr Graham Aveyard, Cheshire West and Chester Council

Cllr Andrew Dawson, Cheshire West and Chester Council

Mr Norman Elias, passenger representative

Mr Mike Gilmore, Airport Tenants

Cllr D Knowles, Chairman of Consultative Committee 

Mr Ian Murdoch, Liverpool City Council Neighbourhood Management Team 

Mr Ian Rushforth, Liverpool City Council



Mr Angus Tilston MBE, Wirral Transport Users Association
Liverpool John Lennon Airport 
Mr Andrew Dutton, Head of Environment 

Mr Colin Barnes, Environment Advisor

Secretariat 
Mr Mike A Jones 

<AI1>
1 Apologies
Apologies were received from:

Paula Keaveney, Liverpool City Council 

Simon Osborne, National Trust

Derek Howard, Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council 
The Chair congratulated Angus Tilston on his award of an MBE in the New Year’s Honours List. 
</AI1>
<AI2>
2 Minutes of last meeting
RESOLVED: 

The minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Committee held on 18 September 2009 were agreed as a correct record, subject to I Rushforth being noted as Liverpool City Council rather than Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council. 
</AI2>
<AI3>
3 Noise complaints log
The Sub Committee considered the Noise Complaints Log for the three month period 1 September to 30 November 2009. Colin Barnes gave a presentation (attached to these minutes) to Members on the Noise Log which included the analysis of the number of noise complaints received by date, number of complainants, administrative area and the total number of complaints compared to the previous year. 

During the period a total of 88 complaints had been received with 33 of those coming from one complainant. The total number was down on the previous year, and showed a steady decline.

Colin then provided an analysis of the statistics for the whole of 2009, including complaints by month, compared to aircraft movements, runway use and area, and the average response time. Colin went on to provide analysis of the 2001 to 2009 period, detailing complaints by air movements and runway use. Over this period, the steady decline was evident once the single frequent complainant was removed.

RESOLVED: 

That the report be received. 

</AI3>
<AI4>
4 Update on Noise Action Plan
Andrew Dutton updated Members on the progress of the Noise Action Plan. It was still in draft form and had been submitted to Defra in November 2009. A response was awaited.

An eight page summary, the actual report and a synopsis of comments from the consultation were circulated for information.

Members noted that the consultation concerned itself with larger urban areas as defined by Defra. Smaller areas – such as Halton – should be included in a further round of Action Plans, although their comments had been taken into account in the earlier consultation.
RESOLVED:
That the update on the Noise Action Plan be noted. 
</AI4>
<AI5>
5 How to deal with persistent complainants
Members debated the issue of people who complained frequently about air traffic noise, often several times a day with repeated wording or images. They had the effect of distorting the figures for complaints. As they were easy to identify, their complaints has been listed separately in the Noise Complaints log, and two sets of figures were presented, with and without them included. 

Members were conscious that they needed to remain open to complaints and not to dismiss any before consideration, although responding to them individually was more discretionary.

RESOLVED:
That frequent complainants continue to be recorded in the Noise Complaints Log. 
</AI5>
<AI6>
6 Any other business
Andrew Dutton explained to Members about recent issues at the airport. These included:

· Commencement of the building works for the ‘phase 6’ development, which had seen the removal of the cafe and food village, and the start of works to install escalators and convert hanger 1 into the new security checking point.

· A Ryanair flight had an alert light and landed at the airport, deploying its emergency chutes for the passengers to evacuate the aircraft, although subsequently no problem was found. This caused some alarm and disruption as the runway was unavailable until the vehicle was declared safe.

· Passenger figures had risen for two consecutive months, for the first time in two years.

· Two properties in the PSZ had been demolished after being purchased by the Airport.

</AI6>
<AI7>
7 Dates of next meetings
Paula Keaveney had requested that the start time for the meetings be moved to later to allow Cressington Ward Councillors to attend, as they met on Friday mornings. Following a debate and vote, this proposal was defeated so the start times will remain as 10.30 a.m.

RESOLVED:

That the meetings of the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee in 2010 and 2011 be held at 10.30 a.m. on:

Friday 19 March 2010

Friday 18 June 2010

Friday 17 September 2010

Friday 14 January 2011

</AI7>
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