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The Chairman welcomed Councillor L Ford from Vale Royal Borough Council and Councillor R Oglethorpe, Liverpool City Council, to the meeting.
25
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING

MATTERS ARISING

WIRED Membership
WIRED had still not nominated a replacement member and until they did the papers for the Committee were being sent to the Chief Executive.
Cleanliness of Airport
Cllr Oglethorpe supported the views expressed at the last meeting concerning standards if cleanliness at the Airport.  It was confirmed that action was being taken to address these problems where they existed.
RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2007 be confirmed as a correct record.
26
MEMBERSHIP

Robin Tudor reported that he had received an inquiry from the Flintshire Chronicle about increased air traffic over Flintshire and in particular the need for consultation over the Airport’s future expansion.  
The Committee noted that Flintshire County Council itself had not approached the Airport about increased air traffic and that the number of noise complaints from Flintshire was low.
Following discussions about how wide an area the Consultative Committee should cover, it was agreed that the Secretary should approach Flintshire County Council to see if they had received any complaints directly and whether they had any concerns.
RESOLVED:
That the Secretary contact Flintshire County Council to seek their views and report the response to the General Purpose Sub Committee.  
27
MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEES
RESOLVED:  
That the Minutes of the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee held on 
28 September 2007 be received.
28
AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
Stephen Gaines reported that following agreement with Liverpool City Council on amendments to the Sound Insulation Grants Scheme, the Master Plan could now be finalised and printed.  The final document would be made up of a number of parts – the Master Plan itself, the Sustainability Appraisal and the responses to the consultation process.  A newsletter would be delivered to houses in Speke and Hale to inform them on developments associated with the Master Plan and other community related issues.  It had previously been agreed that the Master Plan would be circulated to the Committee as soon as it was available.
29
QUARTERLY BUSINESS REPORT AND PRESENTATION
Robin Tudor presented the Airport’s Quarterly Business Report and gave a presentation updating Members on developments at the Airport.
The passenger throughput for the months June to August 2007 was 1,626,532.  This was an increase of 13.7% on the equivalent period last year.  
easyJet had seen an increase in passengers of 7% on the same three months last year and had announced the launch of two new destinations for the Winter season – Lisbon and Innsbruck.  A major easyJet branding exercise had taken place in the Eastern Core of the terminal building and the initial passenger response had been positive to the new appearance of the area.  Ryanair had seen an increase of 30% in passengers during June to August compared to the same period last year.  Their services to Inverness and Aberdeen would cease to operate at the end of the current Summer season and new routes for the Winter season had been announced and these included Budapest, Tenerife South, Fuerteventura and Bydgoszcz.  Additionally Ryanair would be offering a daily service to Belfast City Airport.  WizzAir had seen a 32% increase in their passenger numbers compared to the same period last year.   The airline had introduced a new route to Bucharest in October and planned to increase their Gdansk service to a daily frequency in March 2008.  
Both Charter and Freight throughput had seen a decline during the three month period.  Charter had declined by 6.3% which reflected the national trend.  Following the loss of Emerald Airways and Royal Mail operations, Freight throughput had reduced by 67% compared to the same period last year.
The presentation highlighted:

· Infrastructure developments

· Public transport improvements

· UK Airport of the Year 2007 Award

· ‘Portal Project’ update

· Front of terminal operations post Glasgow terrorist attack 

· Baileys Lane Residents Group meeting

· Airport delays and media coverage

The ‘Fast Lane’ optional access to the security area had been introduced during July and was available to all passengers at a charge of £2.00 per departing passenger.  Initial feedback had been positive, with 10% of passengers choosing to use the scheme.  The Secretary reported that he had been approached by the Air Transport Users Council for the Consultative Committee’s view on the ‘Fast Lane’.  Copies of the ensuing correspondence had been included with the agenda papers.  The Air Transport Users Council intended to contact the Consultative Committee again in six months for an update on the scheme.
RESOLVED:  That 
(1)
the Quarterly Business Report be received; and 
(2)
the correspondence between the Secretary and the Air Transport Users Council be noted.
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HANDLING OF PASSENGERS WITH REDUCED MOBILITY

As Andy Brown was unable to attend the meeting of the Consultative Committee, it was agreed that this item be referred to the meeting of the General Purpose Sub Committee in November. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES
The formal minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Airport Consultative Committees held on 13-14 June 2007 were circulated for information.   The Vice Chairman and Assistant Secretary had represented the Consultative Committee at this meeting and their report had been received at the last meeting.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Annual Meeting of Airport Consultative Committees be received.

32
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Airport pay talks
Robin Tudor briefed the Committee on the current pay talks with the GMB and UNITE unions which involves certain departments of airport workers, including Firefighters, Engineering staff, Operations Unit drivers, Air Traffic Controllers, Car Park staff and Airside Safety Officers.
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