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1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 18 June 2004 be confirmed as a correct record.

2.
MATTERS ARISING


Membership Issues


The Secretary informed Members of the following changes:

· Mr Jordi Morell replaces Mr B Dixon-Bate for Ellesmere Port, Chester and N Wales Chamber of Commerce;

· Cllr Les Rowlands replaces Mr P Hackett for Wirral MBC;

· Ms Grainne Fleck from easyJet replaces Mr A Dobson as Airlines representative;

· Mr David Hall had left Merseytravel and a new Merseytravel representative was being sought.   This was highlighted as particularly important in light of the amount of Merseytravel related business that was frequently discussed;

· The new substitute representative for FOLA would be Mr David Lovell.


Medical Facilities and First Aid

The Airport Company circulated a briefing note to Members setting out a number of medical scenarios with an explanation of how each would be dealt with.  The note is circulated with these minutes for information (Appendix 1).

RESOLVED:  That the reports be noted.

3.
MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEES
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the General Purposes Sub-Committee held on 1 October 2004 and the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee held on 8 October 2004 be received.

4.
MERSEYTRAMS UPDATE

This item was withdrawn from the agenda due to the unavailability of a Merseytravel representative.  It was hoped that it would be possible to bring the matter to the January meeting.

5.
QUARTERLY BUSINESS REPORT

The quarterly report of the Airport Company had been circulated.  It was noted that the Traffic Statistics had been omitted and that they would be circulated with the Minutes (attached at Appendix 2).

The airport’s Corporate Affairs Manager introduced the report.  The number of new routes announced over recent weeks was highlighted, in particular that FlyBE, the third largest low cost carrier in Europe would start operating flights to Belfast, Glasgow and Edinburgh in 2005 and intended to develop a base at Liverpool JLA.

The Airport Company had begun preparing its Masterplan including detailed forecasts and development proposals, in line with government guidance.  A statement of intent would be required by the end of 2004 and the Masterplan by the end of 2005.   A report would be made by the Airport Company at the January meeting.

In relation to a discussion about Local Authority ‘Unitary Development Plans’, it was noted that Local Authorities were obliged to include an ‘aerodrome safeguarding policy’ in these and other key development and strategic plans.    The Airport Company had written to Knowsley BC, Vale Royal BC and Cheshire CC in this respect.   It was agreed that the Secretariat would write to relevant Local Authorities to remind them of their obligations, copied to all Local Authorities on the LACC.

The North West Regional Assembly (NWRA) had published its draft revised Regional Planning Guidance.  The Airport Company had made two objections in relation to the Regional Transport Strategy (RTS), as noted in the written report, though it was generally supportive of the RTS.  However, the RTS had since been withdrawn.   Cllr D Robinson, as a member of the NWRA, informed the Committee that a conference was scheduled for 15 November to which the Airport Company should have been invited to.

The possible closure of the Halton Curve was discussed.  Merseytravel was working up a business case for submission to the SRA.   It was noted that the Airport Company was working with Merseytravel to produce passenger statistics and potential passenger usage.  Mr Rudi Boersma from Merseyrail had given a presentation to The Airport Transport Forum entitled, ‘Merseyrail, the first 12 months’ and it was suggested that he could be invited to a future meeting of the Committee.

The Committee was advised that a Garden of Remembrance had opened in September as part of the Airport Company’s commitment to the ‘Year of Faith’ celebrations.   The airport opened a multi-faith prayer room for the use of passengers and employees two years ago which had been very well received.  It was proposed that the airport chaplain, Mrs Nicky Lees, be invited to attend a future meeting of the Committee.

RESOLVED: That 

1)
the report be received;

2)
an update on the Airport’s development program in respect of its Masterplan will be given at the January 2005 meeting;

3)
the Secretary be requested to write to relevant Local Authorities to remind them of their obligations in relation to aerodrome safeguarding, and that the letter be copied to all Local Authorities represented on the Consultative Committee; 

4)
the Secretary consider inviting Mr Rudi Boersma to a future Consultative Committee meeting to give a presentation on Merseyrail; and 

5)
The Secretary consider inviting the airport chaplain to a future meeting. 

6.
AIRPORT VOLUNTARY COMMITMENTS

The Airport Company had produced a six month report on voluntary commitments and passenger rights, which had been circulated.  Introducing the report, the Corporate Affairs Manager highlighted the inclusion of children in the most recent survey group, as suggested by the Committee in April 2004.  In terms of results, the survey had shown that punctuality of flights, choice of destinations, check-in speed, price and security were the top priorities for airport users, conversely the retail provisions at the airport were a low priority for airports users, and the parking and refreshment facilities were the lowest regarded, largely due to the high-perceived cost.

Future reports would attempt to survey a greater number of passengers and the Airport Company was looking to work in partnership with John Moores’ University post-graduate students to achieve this and to better scrutinize airport services.

It was suggested that a future survey should include the views of disabled airport users.

RESOLVED:  That the report be noted and a further report be made in April 2005.

7.
THE NORTHERN WAY

An excerpt from the ‘Northern Way’ outlining the proposals specific to northern airports had been circulated with the agenda having been discussed previously by the General Purposes Sub-Committee on 1 October.  

In providing a further oral report the Airport Company said that the ‘Northern Way’ was a draft strategy document for the future development of the north written by the three northern Regional Development Agencies and recently submitted to the ODPM for government consultation.  The ‘Northern Airport’s Plan’ was a welcome part of the overall plan.  However, the unbalanced focus on Manchester Airport and the omission of specific plans for Liverpool JLA were disappointing.  

Factual errors were highlighted, such as the failure to recognize that Liverpool JLA was the fastest growing airport in the UK, that 65% of JLA passengers came from outside Merseyside, and that business flyers were increasingly content to use low-cost carriers.  Furthermore, the RDA’s had consulted little with Liverpool Airport in the development of the draft document.  The Airport Company would be responding to the ODPM with it concerns.

In discussion Members of the Committee felt that the lack of consultation to consult LJLA was a serious omission as the draft proposals should include the views of all northern airports and that the LACC should support the airport by writing to the Government to express it views.  The Secretariat was asked to draft a response for the Airport Company and the Chairman of the Committee to approve.

RESOLVED:  That the Committee should write to the Government to outline its views in relation to the Northern Airports Plan, and that the Secretary should draft a response for the Airport Company and the Chairman of the Committee to approve.

8.
PROTECTION OF REGIONAL AIR SERVICES

The Committee considered and approved the draft letter to the Department of Transport in response to the consultation on the Protection of Regional Air Services, subject to any final comments from Neil Pakey.

RESOLVED: That the response be approved and sent to the Department of Transport before 8 November 2004.

9.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL LIAISON GROUP MEETING

The Secretary gave an update on the matters discussed at the Annual Liaison meeting of UK Airport Consultative Committees, highlighting the continuity between issues recently discussed by LACC and those discussed at UKACCs.  It was also noted that Liverpool JLA would host the 2005 annual liaison meeting.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes and the report be noted

10.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE MEETINGS

· In response to a query from Mr AT Garrett (South Wirral Community) in relation to the punctuality, reliability and quality of service of the 500 bus service from Lime St to LJLA, the Chairman undertook to raise the matter direct with Merseytravel and to ask for a check on the number of busses cancelled each month on this route.
· The Airport Company presented Mr Dixon-Bate with a gift to recognise his past commitment to the Consultative Committee and wished him all the best for the future.

· The date of the next meeting was noted as 28 January 2005
	 
	Jun-04
	 
	Jul-04
	 
	Aug-04
	 
	Sep-04
	 

	Ryanair (Dublin)
	16516
	2.1
	18355
	-7.4
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	-15.9
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	Ryanair (Gerona)
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	Euromanx (Isle of Man)
	10801
	208.8
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	Aer Arann  Knock
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	1204
	 
	1267
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Amsterdam)
	30871
	-3.6
	29144
	-13.5
	29662
	-18.4
	27522
	-17

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Nice)
	16058
	5.2
	17025
	1.1
	17730
	-0.5
	16363
	4.9

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Barcelona)
	14476
	0
	15122
	0.6
	15927
	2.9
	14818
	1.4

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Geneva)
	7649
	4.5
	8315
	8
	8349
	3.9
	7706
	6.9

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Belfast)
	44461
	5.1
	49464
	6.1
	51655
	3.3
	45310
	4.1

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Malaga)
	23920
	7.4
	23877
	9.5
	24555
	5.5
	23971
	8.8

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Madrid)
	7812
	4.7
	8516
	5.3
	8480
	3.8
	8156
	4

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Palma)
	16359
	7.9
	16911
	7
	17336
	3.1
	15481
	5.6

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Paris)
	21636
	5
	21664
	-6.1
	21927
	-6.4
	20174
	-4.8

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Alicante)
	9212
	7.7
	9756
	17.2
	9808
	8.7
	9303
	12.4

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	easyJet (Basle)
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	VLM London City
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	6127
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	Charter
	57394
	-2.8
	51039
	-3.9
	62085
	-8.4
	55695
	-2.6

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Micellaneous
	998
	76.3
	2227
	-6.9
	1543
	-45.6
	1536
	17.5

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total
	315,667
	11.2
	329656
	11.7
	348384
	6.4
	321457
	11.4



