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The Chairman welcomed Mrs A Hamer and Cllr Mrs C Wilson to their first meeting of the Consultative Committee as the representatives for Merseytravel Transport Access Panel and Councillor Cllr A Dawson as new representative for Vale Royal Borough Council.
15
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 April 2008 be confirmed as a correct record.

16
MINUTES OF SUB COMMITTEES

RESOLVED:  
That the Minutes of the General Purposes Sub Committee held on 5 June 2008 and the Minutes of the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee held on 14 March 2008 be received.
17
HANDLING OF PASSENGERS WITH REDUCED MOBILITY

Andy Brown outlined the arrangements which had been put in place at the Airport to ensure compliance with EU Regulation No. 1107/2006 which comes into force on 26 July 2008.  The Airport had appointed a contractor to provide the special assistance services to support disabled passengers and persons with reduced mobility.  A ‘Welcome Desk’ would be located in the Check In area for passengers to report to on arrival.  The services which would be provided to passengers included:
· lifting baggage and/or mobility equipment out of vehicles and transfer to the Terminal 

· help with checking in and registering baggage assistance with transfer from check-in through security and customs 
· help boarding the aircraft, with lift-on if required.

It was expected that passengers requiring these services would pre-notify their specific needs when booking their flights and there could be no guarantee that all assistance services would be available for passengers who did not do so.
The new arrangements would be published on the Airport’s website and Andy Brown would be attending meetings of local disability groups to explain the new services available.
RESOLVED:

That the presentation be received.
18
EU-US ‘OPEN SKIES’ – AN OVERVIEW

Sammy Patel presented an overview of the European Union (EU) -United States (US) Open Skies agreement to the Committee.   
The ‘Open Skies’ Agreement between the EU and the US had come into effect on 30 March 2008.  The Agreement ended restrictions on flights between the two countries as it allowed airlines to fly without restriction from any point in the EU to any point in the US.  Under the previous rules, flights into the US were only permitted if there was an agreement between their country of origin and the US and in the UK only four airlines - British Airways, American, United Airlines and Virgin, were allowed to fly between Heathrow and the US.   It was expected that the Agreement would lead to an increase in the number of airlines on the transatlantic routes as all restrictions on routes, prices and the number of weekly flights had been removed.  
For the North West Region to benefit economically from the Open Skies agreement it was important for the region’s airports to have a link to Heathrow Airport and to this effect the Airport had again been exploring the possibilities.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
19
ROAD SIGNS TO AIRPORT

In 2000 representations by the Committee to the Highways Agency had resulted in a review of signage to the Airport and as a result, improvements to the signing for the Airport from the regional motorway network were made.   

The Vice Chairman reported that when traveling along the M62 and M18 he had seen ‘repeater signs’ for Robin Hood Airport at the motorway junctions nearest to the Airport and suggested that the Highways Agency be contacted to see if these signs could be provided for Liverpool Airport from the motorways.  

RESOLVED:
That the Secretary contact the Highways Agency to request a copy of their policy on road signs.
20
QUARTERLY BUSINESS REPORT

Robin Tudor presented the Airport’s Quarterly Business Report for the months of April and May 2008.  

Passenger throughput had fallen by 3.3% on the equivalent period last year.  Total throughput for the two months was 938,809 passengers in comparison to 971,122 in 2007.  This could be attributed to fewer football supporters using the Airport in this period compared to 2007 when Liverpool Football Club’s European campaign resulted in their appearance at the Champions League Final in Athens.  easyJet had seen a slight increase (0.8%) in passengers carried in May and June compared to the same period in 2007.  Their new route to Jersey was proving popular and their Spanish and Portuguese routes were also performing well.  Ryanair has seen an increase of 6.1% in passengers compared to the same period last year, with their Spanish and Polish destinations performing well with strong load factors.  Ryanair had recently announced plans to ground aircraft in the Winter season to counter the impact of higher oil prices but there were no plans to ground any of their Liverpool based aircraft and they had recently announced four new routes from Liverpool from the end of October – Gdansk and Scezecin in Poland, Knock in Ireland and Faro in Portugal.  Euromanx had gone into administration in early May and Flybe had subsequently picked up most of the Isle of Man business and increased their frequencies of flights.  
The Airport had successfully bid for and secured free Travel Plan Consultancy Support offered via Merseytravel.  As a result the Airport would receive 14 days free consultancy work from Travel Plan specialists, Mott Macdonald.  The free specialist advice and guidance would be used to help improve the Liverpool John Lennon Airport Travel Action Plan.
Corporate Social Responsibility was a new function within the Environment Department which would focus on engaging and developing relationships with the local communities.  Part of the plan would be to introduce a Community Investment Fund (CIF) later in the year.  The CIF would enable local groups, schools and clubs to apply for funding from the Airport which would help to support an event, scheme or provide sponsorship.  A Charity Fundraising Project would also be introduced with four charities, chosen by employees, benefiting from any fundraising, donations or gifts in kind from staff members.
Refurbishment work would shortly commence to the Airport Information Desk.  The project was part funded by the NWDA and in a partnership between the Airport, Liverpool City Council and Merseytravel.  The redesign of the desk would incorporate improved working space for staff, better visibility for passengers looking for airport, tourism and public transport information and improved retail area.  
RESOLVED:

That the report be received.
21
ANNUAL MEETING OF AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES
The Chairman and Secretary had represented the Consultative Committee at the annual meeting of Airport Consultative Committees, which had taken place at Heathrow Airport on 11 and 12 June 2008.  A written report of the Annual Meeting was included in the agenda for information and the Committee was briefed on the key issues arising.
RESOLVED:  

That the report of the meeting be received.
22
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There were no items of business forthcoming.  
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