	Liverpool Airport Consultative Committee 
	9 April 2010

	
	(10.30 am - 12.35 pm)



PRESENT: 
Cllr D Knowles, Chairman of Consultative Committee 

Cllr Owen Brady, Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council

Paula Coppell, Merseytravel Transport Access Panel

Cllr Ron Crawford, Hale Parish Council

Cllr Andrew Dawson, Cheshire West and Chester Council

Cllr Les Ford, Cheshire West and Chester Council

Jordi Morell, Chester, Ellesmere Port and North Wales Chamber of Commerce

Marshall Morris, Vice Chairman

Ian Murdoch, Liverpool City Council – Neighbourhood Management Service

Alex Naughton, Merseytravel

Steve Pearse, Friends of Liverpool Airport

Mr Angus Tilston MBE, Representative for South Wirral

Cllr Kevan Wainwright, Halton Borough Council

Mr Tony West, Liverpool Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Cllr David Westley, Lancashire City Council

Liverpool John Lennon Airport 
Robin Tudor

Stephen Gaines

Secretariat 
Ian Jones

Mandy Ramsden

Mike Jones 

<AI1>
12 Apologies
Apologies had been received from:

Jamie Macrae
Cheshire East Council

George Walton
Cheshire East Council

Simon Osborne
National Trust

Mark Hobson

EasyJet

Tommy Fearns
Knowsley Council

John Salter

Wirral Council

Keith Deakin

St Helens Council

The Chairman made a personal statement regarding recent newspaper reports concerning comments published on Facebook. 
Cllr Kevan Wainwright and Cllr Owen Brady left the meeting at this point.
</AI1>
<AI2>
13 Membership
The Committee noted that Mike Gilmore would no longer represent Airport Tenants as his company was no longer such a tenant. The Airport Company was seeking a replacement. 

The Secretary reported on five cases where members had not attended at least three Committee or Sub-Committee meetings and had been contacted, under the rules in the Constitution as agreed in the last meeting of the Committee. The Committee debated each case and concluded as follows:

1. Councillor Mary Rasmussen, Liverpool City Council Garston Ward was unlikely to attend in future and a replacement would be sought.
2. Kate Pope, Environmental Health, Halton Borough Council had been unaware that she was expected to attend. This would now be clarified.

3. Karen Saunders, Garston Under the Bridge community had previously had difficulty attending on Fridays as she ran a scheme on allotments for local schoolchildren. The scheme now had a tutor and she should be able to attend.

4. Mark Hobson, EasyJet, had difficulty attending but was regarded as a useful member of the Committee so would be offered further opportunities to attend.

5. Dr Peter Teebay, Merseyside Association for Control of Aircraft Noise and Airport Development (MACANAD) had not responded to email contact. A letter would be sent.

The Chairman and Airport officers thanked Hale Parish Councillor Ron Crawford, who was retiring from the Committee at the May 2010 election. They praised his representation of the Hale community and his willingness to challenge or support the Airport when required. His knowledge would also be missed.

The Chairman also introduced Mandy Ramsden to the Committee, who was to replace Ian Jones as Secretary.  The Chairman thanked Ian and wished him well for the future.
DECIDED: THAT

(1) The changes in membership and Secretariat be noted; and

(2) The actions regarding non-attending members be noted. 
</AI2>
<AI3>
14 Minutes and Matters Arising
ITEM 3 – MEMORIAL PLAQUE

It was reported that a location had been identified in the re-developed departure lounge, but that it would be one of the last places to be completed (in late summer 2010 at the earliest). A ceremony was planned for the unveiling.
ITEM 11 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Members were updated on the traffic junction of Speke Hall Avenue. The Council had been written to and had indicated that since there had been no accidents amendments to the junction were low on their list of priorities. 

DECIDED: That

The Minutes of the Liverpool John Lennon Airport Consultative Committee meeting on 29 January 2010 be agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
</AI3>
<AI4>
15 Minutes of Sub-Committees
ITEM 9 – MEMBERSHIP AND TERMS OF REFERENCE

Members debated the practicalities of having the Section 106 agreement amended to allow the Sub-Committee to meet less frequently if there were no substantial business to discuss.

DECIDED: That

(1) the Minutes of the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee on 19 March 2010 be noted; and

(2) further investigations be made by the Secretariat with the possibility of the Section 106 Agreement being amended with the consent of all the originating and signatory authorities to allow more flexibility in meeting frequency. 
</AI4>
<AI5>
16 Quarterly Report
Robin Tudor and Stephen Gaines presented the Airport’s Quarterly Business Report, covering the period October to December 2009. It was acknowledged that 2009 had been the worst year for aviation demand ever, with a 10 % decline on worldwide freight across the year and 3.5% decline in passenger demand across the industry. Despite this, additional services from KLM and Eastern Airways and the start of the Winter season had contributed to an overall rise in passenger numbers of 4% at Liverpool for the quarter. For the year, some 4.88 million passengers travelled through the airport in 2009, placing it in the top 10 busiest UK airports for the first time.

Key points included:

· EasyJet had seen a 6% increase in passenger numbers on the same period in the previous year.

· Ryanair’s throughput for the period had decreased by 5% on the same period in the previous year, including several new routes. Liverpool was however one of the few airports in Europe which had not experienced a capacity cut from Ryanair.

· Flybe had a 3% increase, boosted by the award of an Isle of Man DHSS contract in Autumn 2009. easyJet had announced that it would commence flights to IOM in Spring 2010, in direct competition to FlyBe.

· Wizzair saw a 21% increase in passengers in the period compared to the previous year.

· KLM Royal Dutch Airlines experienced its best month for passenger usage in October. In March they announced a fourth frequency to Amsterdam.

· Eastern Airways had carried 5705 passengers to Aberdeen and Southampton.

· Charter throughput declined considerably compared to the previous year though compensated by the throughput from the low cost airline operations.

· Global air cargo traffic had increased by a quarter in December compared with a year earlier, but 2010 was still expected to be challenging. Locally tonnage was about 90% down on the previous year, mainly due to the continued suspension of TNT’s operation.

· Car parking figures were high, with a very low (0.001%) vehicle crime rate.

· Off site car parking continued without planning permission at the Rayware site, and Liverpool City Council has decided not to pursue enforcement action to stop the use. Modal split targets within the Airport Surface Access Strategy (ASAS) were still met despite illegal operations off-site.  Revisions to the targets in the next version of the ASAS may give the Council sufficient justification to enforce.
· The Airport had been formally consulted on the proposed Wind Farm in Frodsham, and had put in a holding objection until a solution was found to the expected radar interference. Members requested that progress be reported to the Committee.

· The Airport had been consulted on the development plans for Liverpool, Halton and Knowsley Councils. All supported expansion of the Airport, qualified by the addressing of environmental and surface access concerns. Members requested further information on the effect of bird strikes on planes and on the bird life in general on the internationally important estuary.  The Airport’s bird control manager will be invited to the next meeting.
· The Government was yet to clarify whether bodyscanners would be required at Liverpool.
· The Phase VI development continued, with opening of the new security area due in June and completion of the remainder in Autumn 2010.
· Christina Smith, Customer Services Co-Ordinator at the Airport, had received a “Highy Commended Award for Outstanding Customer Service” at the Liverpool Ambassador awards.

· Teaching materials for Key Stage 3 pupils on a World Cup theme had been launched at the Airport.

RESOLVED: That
(1) The report be received;
(2) progress on the proposed Wind Farm at Frodsham be reported to future meetings, particularly on the issue of the radar interference; and

(3) a report be presented to a future meeting on the management of bird control at the airport, including details of bird strikes.

</AI5>
<AI6>
17 Operational challenges currently facing the Airport - Verbal report by Dave Walsh, Head of Terminal Services, Security and Major Contracts
Dave Walsh had been unable to attend the meeting, so Robin Tudor briefed Members on the challenges facing the Airport regarding security issues, particularly regarding delays caused by security. It was emphasised that the problem should be a temporary one until the security area in the Phase VI development was complete, which should be in June 2010, but it had been causing some adverse publicity. The new area would be three times as large and all on one level.
The security procedures tended to create a bottleneck in the processing of passengers before boarding as they involved checking individuals, dealing with hand luggage, clothing and liquids. Many passengers now checked in online before arrival, so allowed less than the recommended two hours before departure, to arrive at the airport, despite many reminders and media messages. On busy days this could result in over 3,000 people needing to be processed in a two hour period. The combination of Easter coinciding with the start of the summer period exacerbated this problem. Contingencies had been put in place and at quieter times some space in the arrivals area had been opened for outgoing security checks.

Members queried whether provision was made for people who may have difficulty queuing over a long period particularly persons with reduced mobility (PRM’s). It was confirmed that assistance was provided for people if prior notification was given to Airport staff.
The Airport agreed to attend a future meeting of the Mersetravel Transport Access Panel to share with members the details of the current development works and to respond to any issues regarding passengers with special needs.

RESOLVED: THAT

The report be noted. 
</AI6>
<AI7>
18 Date of next meeting
The next meeting was scheduled for Friday 9 July 2010 at 10.30 a.m. in the Cavern Suite, Liverpool John Lennon Airport. 
</AI7>
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