LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

3 APRIL 2009


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE held on 3 April 2009 in the Cavern Suite.

PRESENT:
Councillor D Knowles, Chairman

Councillor T H Fearns, Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Councillor K Deakin, St Helens Metropolitan Borough Council

Councillor L Ford, Cheshire West and Chester Council

Mr M Gilmore, Airport Tenant

Mrs A Hamer, Merseytravel transport Access Panel

Councillor Mrs E Hudson, Hale Parish Council

Mr I Murdoch, Liverpool City Council – Neighbourhood Management Service

Mr A Naughton, Merseytravel

Mr S Pearse, Friends of Liverpool Airport

Dr P F Teebay, MACANAD

Mr A Tilston, Representative for South Wirral

Mr T West, Liverpool Chamber of Commerce 

Liverpool John Lennon Airport
Mr A Dutton

Mr R Tudor 

Mr S Gaines

Secretariat
Fiona crane

Mike A Jones

Councillor D Knowles thanked the Committee for re-electing him as Chairman in his absence at the last meeting.

He also announced the sad death of Councillor Cathy Wilson, who represented disabled people on the Mersey Travel County Access Panel for several years in addition to serving on this Committee. Members stood in silence for a minute in her memory.
11
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from: 

Mr M Morris, Vice Chairman

Councillor O Brady, Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council

Councillor R Crawford, Hale Parish Council 
Councillor A Dawson, Cheshire West and Chester Council

Jordi J Marshall, Chester, Ellesmere Port and North Wales Chamber of Commerce

Councillor J Macrea, Cheshire East Council

Councillor R Oglethorpe, Cressington Ward, Liverpool City Council

Mr S Osborne, National Trust

Councillor B Pendleton, Lancashire County Council

Councillor D Smithson, Halewood Town Council

12
MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

RESOLVED:
The Minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 30 January 2009 be confirmed as a correct record.

13
MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEES

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee held on 20 March 2009 be received.

14
CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY REPORT 2009
The Corporate Social Responsibility Report 2009 was circulated to Members for their information. The Report contained details of the Airport’s Vision for the future and its dealings with partners, charities, schools as well as its commitment to the environment and employees. 

This was the first time the information had been formalised into a report and had been published early in March. There were two purposes to having the Report – to engage with airlines and tenants using the Airport and to engage with local business and the local community. The intention was to publish the report annually. 
Members queried some of the information contained in the report and the range of groups who were to receive it. There were positive comments on how distinctive and attractive it was.
RESOLVED:
 

That the Corporate Social Responsibility Report 2009 be received.

15
QUARTERLY REPORT

Robin Tudor presented the Airport’s Quarterly Business Report, which covered the period January and February 2009. In many areas there were signs of the economic slowdown affecting business. The highlights included:

· The passenger throughput fell by 19% on the same period in 2008, to 613,511.  
· easyJet had seen a 21% decrease in passenger numbers on the same period in the previous year, though their load factors had remained strong.  
· Ryanair’s throughput for the period had decreased by 16% on the same period in the previous year.  In early February they announced the addition of a new three times a week service to Ibiza commencing at the end of March. However, because of the effects of Air Passenger Duty, it would also cut 10 routes from Liverpool in mid-July 2009. 
· Flybe were performing well.

· Wizz Air had a 23% fall in passenger numbers compared to the same period in the previous year. In mid-March, they were commencing a three times a week service to Prague.

· KLM Royal Dutch Airlines had seen encouraging forward bookings on their new Amsterdam route which was to start at the end of March.

· Charter throughput decreased compared to 2008 by 30%.

· In general, compared to many other UKairports, performance in 2009 was expected to be good in what are some of the worst economic operating conditions experienced by the aviation industry. Passenger numbers are expected to be slightly down on 2008, with the additional new services from KLM, easyjet, Wizz Air and Ryanair helping to offset those routes being cut and the general downturn in air travel across the UK and Europe
· Following TNTs suspension of operations at the airport and the economic downturn, freight traffic had decreased by 80%.

· Car parking figures were holding at around 114,000 each month, with only 7 reported incidents over the two months reported. The Airport had employed a company to issue fines for people who contravene parking restrictions.

· The Airport had launched its employee car sharing scheme.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.

16
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
A. INVESTMENT ITEM
At the next meeting on 3 July, there would be details of a proposed £12 million investment in the Airport facilities.

B. CUSTOMER SERVICES

Nick Jones would attend a future meeting to talk about Customer Services.

C. ‘WHICH’ REPORT
The consumer magazine ‘Which’ had undertaken a poll of customers at Airports all across the country. Liverpool Airport was rated well for queues but poorly for shops. When looked at overall, the higher rated Airports tended to be the less busy ones. 
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