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SECRETARIAT
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APOLOGIES

Mr B Dixon Bate, Chester, Ellesmere Pt and N. Wales Chamber of Commerce

Mr T Garrett, Wirral Transport Users Association

1.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 30 January 2004 be confirmed as a correct record.

2.
MATTERS ARISING


New ABTA representative

Mr Geoff Dykes was introduced to the Committee as the new ABTA representative and was also confirmed as the ABTA representative on the General Purposes Sub-Committee.

Public Participation at Consultative Committee Meetings

It was noted that some other consultative committees allowed members of the public to attend meetings and speak on appropriate issues, with the approval of the Chairman of the committee.   Members were content to follow this example, subject to there being a time-limit on speeches and that questions were submitted to the Secretary in advance.  It was queried whether meetings of the Consultative Committee should be advertised to the public, though it was acknowledged that this would incur a disproportionate cost.  It was noted that agendas and papers were already sent to the local press and media in addition to being published on the Committee’s own website together with the date of the next scheduled meeting.


Medical Facilities and First Aid

In relation to the General Purposes Sub-Committee minutes, the Airport Company confirmed that it had approached the Red Cross and the St John’s Ambulance to address the issues raised and was also consulting with other airports on their experiences and solutions.  A fuller report on progress would be made by the Airport Company at a later date, which would include a clarification of the current health and safety guidelines.

RESOLVED: That the Secretary be requested to produce a draft “public questions” procedure for consideration at the next meeting.
3.
MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEES
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Noise Monitoring meeting from 8 April 2004 be received, subject to the addition of Mr N Elias to the attendance list.

4.
PROPOSED NEW MERSEY CROSSING
The Consultative Committee received a presentation from Gifford Consultants on the proposed new Mersey crossing plans and latest developments.  The slides from the presentation are attached (to follow) to these Minutes for information.


In discussion the following main issues were raised:

a)
Tolling:  It was expected that a toll scheme would be required to conform with current Government transport policy.  It was likely that tolling would form part of the overall financial package needed to support the development of a new bridge.  The level of the toll and concessions were still to be considered.  A public consultation process was underway that would be reported on at a future meeting of the Committee.

b)
Tram lines:  There was a proposal to extend a tram line to Halton, pending a current enquiry.  At present it was only planned to put in some of the infrastructure for a tramline on the new bridge.  Views were expressed that a tramline would be better situated on the Silver Jubilee Bridge.

RESOLVED: That Gifford Consultants be thanked for attending and updating the Consultative Committee and the presentation be noted.

5.
QUARTERLY BUSINESS REPORT

The quarterly report of the Airport Company had been circulated to the Committee and in introducing the report the Airport Corporate Affairs Manager further outlined some of the key points, including that the restored London link operated by VLM had been a great success so far, but that it was disappointing that Ryanair had altered its schedule with a later first departure to Dublin.  A new Departure area had been completed and the Airport Company suggested that Members could view this at the next meeting;


In discussion the following main points were made:

c)
In relation to the omission of Liverpool John Lennon Airport from the draft Cheshire County Council Structure Plan, the Airport Company was advised, if it wished, to write in to the County Planning Officer, Alan Thornley.

d)
The Airport Company was asked to support Hale Parish Council in lobbying Halton Borough Council to ban HGVs from travelling through certain sectors of Hale village.

RESOLVED: That the report be received and that the proposed tour of the new Departure area be arranged for 18 June, if this was convenient to the Airport Company.

6.
AIRPORT VOLUNTARY COMMITMENTS

The Airport Corporate Affairs Manager circulated copies of the first quarterly report for information (attached) and informed the Committee that an annual report was planned, which would be reported to the Committee.


In discussion the following main points were made:

e)
This was an initiative that had been introduced by the Department for Transport.  It was an important issue for the Committee as Consultative Committees had a key role to assist in the monitoring process.

f)
Children should be included in future survey groups as they often had a different outlook to adults that might bring an extra dimension to the results.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted.

7.
AIRPORT SURFACE ACCESS STRATEGY AND LIVERPOOL SOUTH PARKWAY UPDATE

The Airport Corporate Affairs Manager circulated copies of Issue 3 of the Airport Surface Access Strategy.  A summary version was being prepared for airport staff and others, and which would be circulated in due course.

There then followed a CD Rom presentation on the Liverpool South Parkway development.  

RESOLVED: That the report be noted.

8.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE MEETINGS

Publication of Draft Minutes on the Website

The approval of the Committee was sought in relation to the publication of the draft Minutes on the Consultative Committee website (www.ljlacc.org.uk ).  Minutes would normally be placed on the website by the Secretariat within two weeks of the meeting.

Public Safety Zones

The Airport Company confirmed that there were no current plans for the extension of the runway, but demonstrated the current safety zone and what a revised zone might look like if the runway was extended.

RESOLVED: 

1)
that the Secretariat be authorised to place the draft Minutes (labelled as such) on the website;

2)
that the date of the next meeting be noted as 18 June 2004; and
3)
that subsequent meetings be held on 29 October 2004, and 28 January 2005.


