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1
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
Nominations were invited in respect of the appointment of the Chairman of the Consultative Committee for the ensuing year.
The Secretary had received six nominations, all in respect of Councillor D Knowles, and there being no further nominations it was agreed that Councillor Knowles be appointed as Chairman of the Consultative Committee for the ensuing year.

RESOLVED:

That Councillor Denis Knowles be appointed Chairman of the Consultative Committee for 2009.

2
CHANGE TO MEMBERSHIP


The Committee noted that Steve Pearse had replaced Paul Ellison as the representative for the Friends of Liverpool Airport (FOLA).

3
MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING


MATTERS ARISING
Road Signs

Rob Elliott reported that a copy of the of the Highways Agency road signage policy had been received.  To map the location signs to the Airport all the surrounding local authorities would need to be contacted and from this suggestions could be made to the Highways Agency and local authorities for improvements to the signage.  It was agreed that this action would be deferred until later in the year.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meeting held on 3 October 2008 be confirmed as a correct record.
4
MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEES


Noise Monitoring Sub Committee 

Councillor Brady requested that the Noise Log be placed on the Consultative Committee’s website and members informed when available to view.

RESOLVED: That

(1)
the minutes of the General Purposes Sub Committee held on 
25 November 2008 be received; 

(2)
the minutes of the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee held on 16 January 2009 be received; and 
(3)
the Noise Log be placed on the Consultative Committee’s website.
5
REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP

The Committee received a report from the Secretary which reviewed the Terms of Reference and Membership of the Consultative Committee, the General Purposes Sub Committee and the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee.  The General Purposes Sub Committee had considered the report at its meeting on 25 November and made a number of recommendations to the Committee.  

The Sub Committee had discussed the re-allocation of places on the Consultative Committee as a result of the local government reorganization (LGR) in Cheshire and had recommended that two places be allocated to Cheshire West and Chester Council and one place to Cheshire East if they were interested in a place on the Committee.  The Secretary confirmed that Cheshire East were keen to have a place on the Committee.  
The LGR also created a space on the General Purposes Sub Committee and it was agreed that this place would be filled by one of the representatives from Cheshire West and Chester.
Also the LGR changes would impact on the Environmental Health representation on the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee and at its meeting on 16 January, the Sub Committee had recommended that one place be allocated to Halton Borough Council and one place to Cheshire West and Chester Council.
The Sub Committee had also reviewed the attendance of members at meetings and was minded to recommend that failure to attend four consecutive meetings would result in the individual being removed from the Committee/Sub Committee and that their nominating body be asked to put forward a successor. The Consultative Committee discussed this proposal and decided that if a member had not attended a meeting for three consecutive meetings, their nominating body would be informed.

The Consultative Committee reviewed the membership vacancies.  It was noted that there was still a vacancy for the ABTA representative and that the Secretary has written again asking for a nomination.  Robin Tudor reported that Mike Gilmore had agreed to be the Airport Tenant representative on the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee.  Ian Murdoch reported that Liverpool City had been asked to put forward a nomination for the vacant Speke Estate representative on the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee. 
RESOLVED: That

(1)
Cheshire West and Chester Council be allocated two places and Cheshire East one place on the Consultative Committee;
(2)
paragraph 3.6 of the Constitution and Standing Orders be amended to read that if a member did not attend for three consecutive meetings their nominating body would be informed;
(3)
the terms of reference and revised membership of the General Purposes Sub Committee be agreed; and


(4)
the recommendations of the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee be agreed and the terms of reference and membership of the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee be reaffirmed on this basis.
6
MERSEYSIDE POLICE


Inspector Steve Melia attended the Committee and gave a presentation on the role and activities of Merseyside Police at the Airport.


RESOLVED:


That the presentation be noted and Inspector Melia be thanked for his contribution.
7
CARGO AND BUSINESS AVIATION UPDATE


Paul Rodwell, Cargo Sales Director, attended the Committee and gave an update on the growing business aviation usage at the Airport and the effects of the declining world economy on cargo movements.

RESOLVED:

That the report be received.
8
QUARTERLY REPORT

Robin Tudor presented the Airport’s Quarterly Business Report for the period September to December 2008.

Passenger throughput had fallen by 6.1% on the equivalent period last year.  Total throughput for the four months was 1,640,669 passengers compared to 1,746,657 in 2007.  This was attributed to the considerably fewer charter passengers using the Airport during the summer season which lasts until mid-late October.  In 2008 the Airport handled almost 5.4 million passengers, which was a decrease of 2.5% on 2007 figures.  

For the months September to December 2008, easyJet had seen passenger numbers decrease by 4.7% on the same period last year.  The carrier had announced it would be basing an additional aircraft at Liverpool, which would be used to serve three new destinations – Bordeaux, Naples and Dubrovnik, form June 2009.  Ryanair had seen a small increase in passenger numbers during this period and had carried almost 2.5 million passengers through the Airport in 2008, which was a 6% increase on 2007.  Wizzair had experienced a fall in passenger numbers of almost 27% compared with the same period last year.  

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines had announced it would be operating a new service between Amsterdam and Liverpool on 29 March 2009.  This would allow passengers access to over 100 worldwide destinations on KLM’s own intercontinental network and over 650 destinations across KLM’s Skyteam partner network.  


A franchise agreement with Hilton Hotels had been signed for the new hotel at the Airport, which would be known as the Hampton by Hilton.  The hotel, with 160 bedrooms, was due to open in Summer 2009.  The new bridge linking the Terminal with the hotel and multi-storey car park was due to be completed in the Summer.

Robin Tudor introduced Nick Jones, Head of Customer Experience, to the Committee.  Nick explained that his role was improving customer relations and one of his first jobs would be to look at the car park signage in the new Multi-storey car park as it was causing confusion especially in the short stay, pick up and drop off areas.  
RESOLVED

That the report be received.
9
FUTURE MEETINGS

RESOLVED:

That future meetings of the Consultative Committee for the next twelve months be held as follows:

Friday 3 April 2009 at 10.30 am 

      
Friday 3 July 2009 at 10.30 am


Friday 2 October 2009 at 10.30 am


Friday 29 January 2010 at 10.30 am

10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Record of Thanks

As this was the last meeting for Mike Flynn, Secretary; Rachel Graves, Assistant Secretary and Rob Elliott, Environmental Adviser, the Vice-Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, thanked them for their work and support to the Committee and Sub Committees.  These thanks were echoed by Robin Tudor on behalf of the Airport Company.  The Secretary responded thanking all for their support over the past 12 years.
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