
MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the
LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

held on 26 January 2007 
PRESENT
Cllr D Knowles
Chairman



Mr M Morris

Vice-Chairman 
Cllr Mrs V Best
Liverpool City Council
Cllr O Brady

Sefton Borough Council
Cllr R Crawford
Hale Parish Council

Mr N Elias

Passenger Representative

Cllr L Hardwick
Cheshire County Council
Mr J Morell
Chester, Ellesmere Port and North Wales Chamber of Commerce

Mr A Naughton
Merseytravel

Mr S Osbourne
National Trust

Dr P F Teebay
MACANAD

Cllr L Rowlands
Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council

Cllr D Smithson
Halewood Town Council

Mr A Tilston 

South Wirral Community

Mr T West

Liverpool Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Cllr A R Wood 
Vale Royal Borough Council

LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT REPRESENTATIVES

Mr A Brown

Mr A Dutton

 
Mr R Tudor 

 
SECRETARIAT

Mr M Flynn

Secretary



Mrs R Graves 
Assistant Secretary
APOLOGIES

Cllr P Byrne

Cheshire County Council

Cllr K Deakin

St Helens Metropolitan Borough Council

Ms G Devlin

easyJet

Mr A Hodkinson
Association of British Travel Agents

Cllr K Keith

Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Mr D Rae
Liverpool City Council, Neighbourhood Management Service

Cllr D Thompson
Halton Borough Council

Cllr F Williams
Lancashire County Council

Mr S Gaines

Head of Airport Planning

1
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR
Nominations were invited in respect of the appointment of Chairman of the Consultative Committee for the ensuing year.  The Secretary had received three nominations, all in respect of Councillor D Knowles, and there being no further nominations it was agreed that Councillor Knowles be appointed as Chairman of the Consultative Committee for the ensuing year.
RESOLVED:
That Councillor Denis Knowles be appointed Chairman of the Consultative Committee for 2007.

Councillor Knowles in the Chair.

The Chairman formally welcomed Mr Tony West, representing Liverpool Chamber of Commerce and Industry, to his first meeting.
2
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING

MATTERS ARISING

Wind Turbine
The installation of the Wind Turbine had not gone ahead as planned as the selected type was no longer in production.  It was now proposed to look into installing a turbine with a 12 -15 metre mast.

Runway Resurfacing
Members were updated on the progress of the runway resurfacing.  The scheme was running approximately five days behind schedule and it was envisaged that the work would be completed by the end of March. The Committee was assured that the grooves were being cut as the top layer of asphalt was being laid section by section and therefore no problems similar to those experienced at Bristol Airport were anticipated.
RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 27 October 2006 be confirmed as a correct record.
3
MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEES
The Minutes of the General Purposes Sub Committee held on 12 December 2006 were received.  It was reported that Halton Borough Council had confirmed that Councillor Dave Thompson was their representative on the Consultative Committee.
The Minutes of the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee held on 12 January 2006 were received.  As requested at the last meeting, a summary of data in the Noise Monitoring Log was included with the Minutes instead of the complete Log.
RESOLVED:  That 
(1)
the Minutes of the General Purposes Sub Committee held on 12 December 2006 be received; and 

(2)
the Minutes of the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee held on 12 January 2007 be received.
4
REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP

The Committee received a report from the Secretary which reviewed the Terms of Reference and Membership of the Consultative Committee, the General Purposes Sub Committee and the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee.  The General Purposes Sub Committee had considered the report at its meeting on 12 December 2006 and had made recommendations to maintain the status quo in relation to all the Committees.  The current vacancy on the Committee for a representative from WIRED was noted.
In relation to the long standing vacancies on the Noise Monitoring Committee, it was reported that possible representatives had been identified and that Andrew Dutton would be going to contact them to confirm their intentions.
RESOLVED: That
(1)
the Terms of Reference and Membership of the Consultative Committee be reaffirmed;
(2)
the Terms of Reference and Membership of the General Purposes Sub Committee be reaffirmed; and 

(3)
the Terms of Reference and Membership of the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee be reaffirmed and the Membership issues be noted.
5
UPDATE ON PEOPLE WITH REDUCED MOBILITY (PRMs)

Andy Brown updated the Committee on the progress of arrangements to meet the requirements of the EU Regulations concerning the rights of disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility when travelling by air.    The Regulations had come into force in July 2006 and would apply from July 2008.    The Airport would be drafting a Service Level Agreement based on the Regulations and tender for a contractor to carry out the arrangements.  This process would be overseen by a Working Group and a member of the Consultative Committee was invited to join this group.
RESOLVED:

That the report be received.

6
FEEDBACK ON THE AIRPORT’S DRAFT MASTER PLAN CONSULTATION
The Interim Consultation Results on the Airport’s Draft Master Plan had been published in December 2006.  The Report outlined how the Airport had carried out the consultation process and contained an analysis of the responses received from the questions on the summary leaflet.  Work was now being undertaken to respond to comments from the local authorities and other organisations aswell as to individuals who had participated in the Consultation.  Once these had been completed these would be published and the amended final Master Plan submitted to the Department of Transport.  It was hoped that this would be reported to the July meeting of the Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and a copy of the Airport Company’s feedback to consultees be circulated to all Members of the Committee when available.
7
FUTURE OF AIR TRANSPORT WHITE PAPER – PROGRESS REPORT

In December 2003 the Government White Paper “The Future of Aviation” set out a strategic framework for the development of airport capacity in the UK over the next 30 years.  A progress report had been published in December 2006.  This report reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to the strategy set out in the White Paper.  

The Secretary of State had indicated that:-

· the UK was leading the debate within Europe pressing for the inclusion of aviation in the EU Emissions Trading Scheme.

· the Civil Aviation Act 2006 had been passed, strengthening powers over the control of aircraft noise and local air quality.

· the industry had made progress in reducing the noise of the airline fleet and in addressing local air quality issues.

· improved passengers facilities had been delivered through terminal development and improvements across the country.

· engagement with local communities over airport development had been improved through the publication, for the first time, of long term proposals and environmental mitigation measures.

· central government departments now off set emissions from official and ministerial air travel.

· Government remained committed to delivering a sustainable future for aviation; that the industry must fully meet its environmental costs and that sustainable economic growth requires recognition of environmental responsibilities.

· Government believed that the 2003 White Paper placed aviation within this context and that the recently published reports by Stern and Eddington had reinforced the logic of this approach.  It followed, therefore, that Government remained committed to the Strategy set out in White Paper believing it struck the right balance between economic, social and environmental goals.

The Progress Report specifically recommended that Consultative Committees should monitor how well the new powers in the Civil Aviation Act 2006 were being implemented by airports.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
8
CIVIL AVIATION ACT

The Civil Aviation Act 2006 had received the Royal Assent in November 2006, and implemented important Future of Air Transport White Paper commitments to sustainable aviation and protection of passenger interests.

The Act:

· clarified and strengthened the measures available to airports for dealing with aircraft noise
· provided powers for airports to set charges which reflect local emissions from aircraft
· provided powers for a levy to replenish the Air Travel Trust Fund, the purpose of which was to benefit customers of failed tour operators
· authorised local authority airport companies to undertake specified activities, such as making their expertise available to other airports and taking part in joint ventures, which was at present outside their powers
· enabled the Civil Aviation Authority to recoup the costs of its Aviations Health Unit, which offers advice to air passengers, the aviation industry and Government, by a levy from the aviation industry
· removed airlines’ existing right of appeal to the Secretary of State in aviation route licensing cases decided by the Civil Aviation Authority
· clarified the responsibilities of airport managers and police in relation to the protection and policing of airports 
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.

9
QUARTERLY BUSINESS REPORT

Robin Tudor presented the Airport’s Quarterly Business Report.
It was reported that the passenger through put for the three months October to December 2006 was 1,199,460, which was an increase of 8.84% on the equivalent period last year.  easyJet had suffered from a number of flight cancellations as a result of their conversion to an all Airbus fleet during this quarter.  Ryanair had seen an increase of 35% in passenger numbers and had introduced services to Grenoble and Salzburg.  Euromanx were now the sole provider of passenger services to the Isle of Man, and had seen an increase of 20.76% in passengers compared with the previous year.  VLM had seen a decline of passengers on the London City route compared to the previous year and now only operated three return services on weekdays only.  The service had also been suspended during Christmas and New Year.  It was planned that a further service would be suspended from the first quarter of 2007 and the route would offer two return flights per weekday.   Freight and mail through put had fallen significantly in this quarter, primarily as a result of the overnight runway closure.

The Airport was developing a number of schemes to inform arriving and departing passengers about the Capital of Culture; tourist information; public transport links to Liverpool and monitoring of tourist feedback.  A further update would be brought to the next Consultative Committee meeting in March.
A scheme to charge Hackney Carriage vehicles for plying for hire at the Airport was being introduced at the end of February.  Following discussions with the Taxi Driver’s Union it had been agreed that a pay-as-you-go card based barrier system would be installed.  The Taxi Drivers would apply for a card which would be pre-paid and then deducted each time they used the barrier.  
The Airport was proposing to introduce a £2 passenger security charge.  As a result of the heightened security threat and the restrictions on what could be carried in hand luggage, the cost of providing airport security had risen dramatically and extra staff had been brought in to carry out the security checks and to minimise queues.  To cover these costs an optional £2 charge was now being considered for passengers to use a ‘fast lane’ route through security which would avoid lengthy queues and passengers would have the choice of which security channel to go through.  A representative from the Airport would attend the next meeting to provide an update on this issue.

RESOLVED:

That the report be received.
10
FUTURE MEETINGS


RESOLVED:
That future meetings of the Consultative Committee for the next twelve months be held as follows:

Friday 30 March 2007

Friday 6 July 2007 

Friday 5 October 2007

Friday 1 February 2008 

11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Baggage Handling
It was reported that due to a change in ground handling service provision for easyJet from the Airport Company to the third party operator – Penauille Servisair, it was necessary to make approximately 100 staff redundant.  It was hoped that the majority of the staff affected would be recruited by Servisair to carry out their new contract.
Cleanliness of Airport Facilities
Comments were made by Committee members on the cleanliness of airport facilities, including the ongoing problem of chewing gum on the pavements; and the speed with which tables were cleared in the food court areas.  
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