LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT 

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

28 JANUARY 2005


MINUTES of a MEETING of the
LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

held on 28 January 2005
PRESENT:

Cllr D Knowles,
Chairman
Mr M Morris,

FOLA (Vice-Chairman of LACC)
Cllr D Smithson,
Halewood Town Council

Cllr D Robinson, 
Cheshire County Council

Cllr L Hardwick,
Cheshire County Council

Cllr O Brady,

Sefton BC

Cllr W Trickett,
Lancashire County Council

Mr S Osbourne,
National Trust (Speke Hall)

Mr T Wood,

Liverpool Chamber of Commerce

Mr A Tilston, 

South Wirral Community

Mr K Banks,

Hale Parish Council

Ms E Johnston,
Merseytravel (Travelteam)

Ms K Brady,

Merseytravel (Travelteam)



Mr R Elliott,

Environmental Adviser



Rev. N Lees,

Airport Chaplain



Mr R Boersma,
Merseyrail

LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT REPRESENTATIVES

Mr R Tudor, 

Corporate Affairs Manager


Mr A Dutton, 

Environment Manager


Mr M Connor

Environment Assistant
SECRETARIAT



Mr M Flynn,

Secretary


Mr N Massingham, 
Assistant Secretary
APOLOGIES

Cllr Mrs V Best, 
Liverpool City Council
Cllr P Merrick,
Ellesmere Port and Neston BC

Cllr A R Wood, 
Vale Royal BC

Cllr R L Crawford, 
Hale Parish Council

Cllr L Rowlands,
Wirral MBC

Mr M Phillips,

WIRED

Mr J Morell,

Chester, Ellesmere Pt, N.Wales Chamber of Commerce

Mr Dave Rae,

Liverpool CC, Neighbourhood Management Service

Mr G Dykes,

ABTA



Mr R Finch,

Merseytravel
1.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

The Committee received a report from the Secretary in relation to the appointment of the Chairman for 2005.   Three nominations had been received for Councillor Denis Knowles.    There were no further candidates.  

RESOLVED:  
That Councillor D Knowles should be re-appointed as Chairman for the ensuing year.  The Airport Company also reaffirmed the appointment of Marshall Morris as Vice-Chairman.
2.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED: 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 29 October 2004 be confirmed as a correct record.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

Recent Correspondence

The Secretariat had recently sent out letters on behalf of the Consultative Committee on the Protection of Regional Air Services, the Northern Way and Aerodrome Safeguarding.  The final versions of these letters and the various replies were included in the agenda for information. There has been a limited response to the Aerodrome Safeguarding letter by Local Authorities.  Chester City Council, Lancashire County Council, Wirral MBC and Liverpool City Council had all responded to some degree.

Medical Facilities

Councillor Brady asked the Airport Company if it could provide some information on the number of serious medical incidents at the airport together with a comparison of training and standards at comparable airports, and whether those airports had a permanent first aid presence.  

Councillor L Hardwick queried whether first aid training for air crew was standard rather than usual practice.

RESOLVED:  That
(1)
the reports be noted; and
(2)
the Airport Company be requested to respond direct to the two Councillors in relation to the enquiries above before the next meeting of the committee.
4.
MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEES

RESOLVED: 
That the Minutes of the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee held on 14 January 2005 be received.
5.
REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIPS

The Committee received a report from the Secretary reviewing the Terms of Reference and Memberships of the Consultative Committee and sub-committees and highlighting any recent membership changes.

The key points were:

· The new Merseytravel representative on the main committee would be Richard Finch.
· In relation to the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee, Cllr R Oglethorpe had been replaced by Cllr B Fraenkel and amendments to Liverpool City Council Wards were noted – now Speke-Garston Ward and Cressington Ward.  Also in relation to the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee, South Liverpool Housing was noted as being represented by Audrey Walker (Speke Estate) and not by Margaret Penketh.  The two long standing vacancies for Airport Tenants and Garston-under-the-Bridge-Community representatives were noted.
RESOLVED:  That
(1)
the Terms of Reference and revised Membership of the Consultative Committee be noted and re-affirmed 

(2)
the Terms of Reference and Membership of the General Purposes Sub-Committee be reaffirmed; and

(3) 
the Terms of Reference and revised Membership of the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee be noted and reaffirmed.

6.
ROLE OF THE AIRPORT CHAPLAIN

The Reverend Nicky Lees attended and gave a short presentation on the role and activities of the airport Chaplain.  


RESOLVED:


That the presentation be noted and the Rev. Lees be thanked for her contribution.
7.
MERSEYRAIL – THE FIRST 12 MONTHS

Mr Rudi Boersma from Merseyrail gave a detailed presentation on the first 12 months of Merseyrail, highlighting the unique 25 year concession that Merseyrail had to run the network.   Key partners in delivering better services would be Merseytravel and Network Rail, but Merseyrail services already had the best performance figures in the UK in terms of reliability and punctuality.
Merseyrail’s key aim in taking the service forward would be to create a ‘single integrated public transport system accessible to all’.  Local control of the infrastructure, new trains, upgraded stations and an extended network would all be key.

In discussion the following main points were made:

a)
the drive to provide four trains per hour between Liverpool and Chester was strongly supported, as were the improvements to Hooton station and the upgrade to the Wrexham/Bidston line;
b)
the provision of toilet facilities at Merseyrail stations was recognised as an area for improvement.  It was noted that there were no current plans to provide toilets on trains as most journeys were short in duration.  Provision at stations was the aim, but problems with vandalism were noted;

c)
There were no current plans for extra stations, nor to extend platforms to allow longer trains.  Capacity would be increased by providing more frequent services;

d)
the Halton Curve was confirmed as the key to connecting south Liverpool with the Wirral, rather than routing trains via the city centre. 


The Committee thanked Mr Boersma for his most interesting presentation.

RESOLVED:

That the presentation be noted
8.
QUARTERLY BUSINESS REPORT

The Corporate Affairs Manager presented the Airport Company’s quarterly business report, as included in the agenda.  

In summary the key points were that the airport was now confirmed by CAA statistics to be the fastest growing airport in the UK over the last 5 years.   

In 2004 the major development at the airport had been the decision of Ryanair to develop Liverpool into a new European base.   This was forecast to bring an additional 1 million passengers through the airport over a 12 month period and was estimated to create an additional 1000 jobs in the area as a result.
Air Traffic Movements over 2004 had increased by only 1%, but there had been a significant fall in freight traffic due to the reduction in Royal Mail work.  This had been offset by the increase in low-cost carrier flights.
Planning and Masterplan developments were dependent on the results of the consultants forecasts for future growth (expected in late February).  Further details on planning applications and developments is expected to be available for the April meeting.

It was noted that Halton BC had dropped a proposal in its Unitary Development Plan to enclose land at the east of the airport due to central government objections.  It was clarified that the airport company wanted to fence the land for safety and security reasons to prevent access to land adjacent to the Airport perimeter by vandals, flytippers and others causing anti-social behaviour. 
A full report by Merseytravel on the Halton Curve would be made to the next meeting.
The airport policy on taxis was clarified.  Black cabs (hackney carriage vehicles) from Liverpool (but not Halton or Warrington) were allowed to use the rank provided at the front of the airport, but LJLA had no direct control over the taxis or when they chose to operate.   LJLA had no deals with any specific companies.  Other private hire taxis could only be booked by passengers, for which LJLA provided telephone numbers from the Yellow Pages at the information desk.   Competition between drivers and firms could be quite intense though.

The Airport Company has developed a Hackney Driver Code of Conduct for vehicles operating from the Airport. This has been jointly agreed with Liverpool City Council (Licensing Dept), hackney drivers and the T & G Union who represent many hackney drivers in Liverpool.   It was noted that one driver had recently been banned from the airport and his licence suspended briefly by the City Council.  Evidence or witness statements were needed in order to reprimand drivers however.

RESOLVED: 
That the report be noted.
9.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

RESOLVED:  
That the following dates be confirmed for Consultative Committee meetings in 2005/6:
Friday
15 April 2005 at 13.30

Friday
8 July
  2005 at 13.30

Friday
28 Oct
  2005 at 13.30

Friday
27 Jan
  2006 at 13.30

10.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Merseytravel advised the Committee that a survey of the 500 bus service had been completed and the service appeared to be running to its standard schedule.  Specific information in relation to any problems with the service was sought.

