
LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

30 JANUARY 2004

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE held on 30 JANUARY 2004

PRESENT:

Cllr D Knowles 
(Chairman)

Cllr O Brady, 

Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council

Mr B Dixon Bate, 
Chester, Ellesmere Port and 

North Wales Chamber of Commerce



Cllr N Hogg, 

Halewood Town Council



Cllr L Hardwick, 
Cheshire County Council



Cllr D Robinson, 
Cheshire County Council



Cllr P Merrick, 
Ellesmere Port and Neston BC



Mr D Rae, 

Speke Garston Partnership



Mr T Wood, 

Liverpool Chamber of Commerce



Cllr R L Crawford, 
Hale Parish Council



Cllr K H Banks, 
Hale Parish Council



Cllr B O’Hare, 
Knowsley MBC



Mr G Berwick 
FOLA



Mr A Tilston, 

Wirral Transport Users Assc / South Wirral Community



Mr T Garrett, 

Wirral Transport Users Assc / South Wirral Community



Cllr D Thompson, 
Halton BC



Cllr A R Wood, 
Vale Royal BC

LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT REPRESENTATIVES



Mr P Nears

Mr R Tudor



Mr A Dutton

SECRETARIAT



Mr M Flynn



Mr N Massingham


APOLOGIES

Mr M Morris (FOLA)

Mr M Phillips, WIRED

Mr D Hall, Merseytravel

Cllr Mrs V Best, Liverpool City Council

Cllr W Trickett, Lancashire County Council

1.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

Due to the delayed arrival of the Chairman and the absence of the Vice-Chairman, Cllr Brady took the Chair until such time as the Chairman arrived.

The Committee received a report from the Secretary in relation to the appointment of the Chairman for 2004.   Nominations had been received for Cllr Knowles.    There were no further candidates.  

RESOLVED:  That Cllr D Knowles should be re-appointed as Chairman for the ensuing year.

2.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING


Halton Curve

It was suggested that the Airport Company liaise with Merseytravel and the SRA with regard to the retention and development of the ‘Halton Curve’ rail link.

European Single Sky

It was noted that the European Single Sky proposals had received European Parliament approval and that any developments would be reported to the Committee at an appropriate time.

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 10 October 2003 be confirmed as a correct record.

3.
MINUTES OF SUB-COMMITTEES


Medical Facilities

In relation to the General Purposes Sub-Committee minutes, the Airport Company confirmed that it would be approaching organizations such as the Red Cross and the St John’s Ambulance to address the issues raised and would report back on progress.

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the General Purposes meeting from 26 November 2003 and the Noise Monitoring meeting from 14 January 2004 be received.

4.
REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIPS

The Committee received a report from the Secretary reviewing the Terms of Reference and Memberships of the Consultative Committee and sub-committees and highlighting a number of vacancies and a proposed amendment to the Standing Orders at paragraph 3.6 in relation to attendance at meetings.

There were vacancies on the main Consultative Committee for ABTA and the Air Users Council.  A new nomination was awaited from ABTA in the near future.  The Committee was informed that the AUC was unable to nominate a new representative.   

On the General Purposes Sub-Committee the vacancy for an ABTA representative was expected to be filled in the near future.

The Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee had vacancies for Garston-Under-the-Bridge and the Airport Tenants.  The secretariat sought the Committee’s assistance in filling these vacancies.

The General Purposes Sub-Committee had proposed that the ’12 month’ rule in relation to attendance at meetings should be written in to the Standing Orders.  It was suggested that an insertion at paragraph 3.6 should read: 

“Membership of a Committee or Sub-Committee will be deemed to have lapsed if any Member should fail to attend in person over a 12 month period.  In this circumstance the Secretary will write to the Members organisation to seek a new representative”.

In discussion the following points were made:

a)
That in light of previous requests for membership from other organizations, the AUC place on the Committee should be opened up to a new organization to represent air users, should a suitable candidate come forward.

b)
The Speke Garston Partnership would cease to exist from 31 March 2004 and Liverpool City Council, Neighbourhood Management Service would take over the responsibilities.  Dave Rae offered to continue as a member of the Committee to represent the new organization.

c)
In relation to the vacancy for a Garston-Under-the-Bridge representative, the representative for Speke Garston Partnership offered to discuss this with the relevant parties and advise the Committee accordingly.

d)
In relation to the Airport Tenants vacancy, the Airport Company said that it would continue to seek a new representative and would advise the Committee accordingly. 

RESOLVED: That
(1)
the terms of reference and membership of the Consultative Committee be re-affirmed and the proposed amendment to the Standing Orders be agreed;

(2)
the AUC place on the Consultative Committee be discontinued and the resulting vacancy be opened up to an appropriate new member and that Liverpool City Council, Neighbourhood Management Service be noted as replacing the Speke Garston Partnership in the membership;
(3)
the terms of reference and membership of the General Purposes Sub-Committee be reaffirmed;

(4) 
the terms of reference and membership of the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee be reaffirmed, and that progress on filling the vacancies as noted above be reported back to the Committee.

5.
AVIATION WHITE PAPER
The Strategic Planning Director for Peel Holdings was in attendance in order to provide the Committee with an update from the Airport Company following the publication of the Aviation White Paper by the DfT.  It was well known that further growth of the airport was forecast and that the Government had accepted that an increase in terminal capacity was necessary and an extension to the runway might be required in the future.  However, any further development would be subject to satisfying environmental and public transport concerns.  The response by the Airport Company to the consultation would be circulated with the minutes.  

The Airport Company remained at the early stages of the preparation of a planning application to accommodate further passenger growth at the Airport.  Consultants were to be appointed to develop passenger, cargo and general aviation forecasts that would be suitable for use within the next phase passenger growth planning application. Once the forecasts had been finalised and the related infrastructure requirement quantified then the preparation of the planning application could commence.  The details would be reported in due course.  The Airport Company confirmed that it currently has no plans to extend the runway. The Public Safety Zone  may have to be extended, but this was not likely to take in any new houses.  In relation to noise, it was expected that aircraft would predominantly take off in a westerly direction, so minimising the effects on Hale residents.

The Airport had continued to maintain its planning objections to off-site airport car parking proposals that conflicted with the Airport Surface Access Strategy. Planning permission for an off-site airport car park at Everite Road, Widnes had been refused by Halton BC’s Development Control Committee on 12 November 2003 – as the proposal (which was operational) did not contribute to the Airport Surface Access Strategy’s objective of promoting sustainable surface access to the Airport.  

The current car parking developments took the airport to 2006, but after that new plans would need to be submitted for approval.

In discussion, a report on the detail of the Public Safety Zone was suggested for the next meeting of the Committee.

RESOLVED:  That 

(1)
the report be noted; and

(2)
a report on the detail of the Public Safety Zone be considered at the next meeting.

6.
REVISED DFT GUIDELINES FOR CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

The Committee received a report from the Secretary highlighting some key points from the recently revised Department for Transport Guidelines for Airport Consultative Committees.  The Committee appeared to be complying with all the key criteria, but if members had any suggestions for changes or additional areas for the Committee to cover in light of the guidelines these would be gratefully received by the secretariat.

It was queried what the process was for public attendance and participation at Consultative Committee meetings and was suggested that a report be prepared for the next meeting, drawing on the experiences of Wycombe and London City ACCs.

RESOLVED:   That the revised guidelines be noted and advice in relation to possible public participation in Committee meetings be submitted to the next meeting.

7.
QUARTERLY BUSINESS REPORT

The quarterly report of the Airport Company had been circulated to the Committee and in introducing the report the Airport Commercial Manager further outlined some of the key points.  (Planning and Access issues have been minuted under item 5).


In discussion the following main points were made:

a)
The written update by Merseytravel on the Allerton Interchange and new bus services was noted (attached for reference).  However, more needed to be done in relation to the promotion of the public transport links to the airport by the Airport Company and Merseytravel, particularly in areas outside of Merseyside.

b)
The Belgian Airline VLM had re-established a link to London City Airport, which was very important for Liverpool and the airport.   It was noted that the service needed support if it was to survive.

RESOLVED: That the report be received.

8.
PROPOSED NEW MERSEY CROSSING

In December the Government had given the Mersey Crossing Group its support in principle for a new bridge, but required some further work to be carried out in the New Year before making a final decision.  The Airport continued to work closely with Halton Borough Council in supporting the project and was quoted in the subsequent press release, which had been tabled for the information of the Committee.  

The consultancy firm Gifford would give a presentation on latest developments at the next meeting of the Committee.

RESOLVED:  That the update be noted and a presentation by the consultants be included on the agenda for the next meeting.

9.
SOUND INSULATION GRANT SCHEME: REQUEST FOR INCLUSION

The Committee was informed of a request by Hale village residents for inclusion in the Sound Insulation Grant Scheme (SIGS).  It was reported that the noise contour parameters had not changed since the last assessment, but that they would be reviewed in light of government guidance at the time of the next planning application.

Of those 40 residents eligible for the SIGS it was reported that 2 had taken up the offer and a 12 further households had asked for and received information on costs.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted

10.
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Committee received a brief demonstration of the new website, which could be found at http://www.ljlacc.org.uk/
11.
FUTURE MEETINGS

RESOLVED: 

(1)
that the date of the next meeting be noted as 30 April 2004; and
(2)
that subsequent meetings be held on 18 June 2004, 29 October 2004, and 28 January 2005.

12.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


No further items raised.


