
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE GENERAL PURPOSES SUB‑COMMITTEE held on 22 November 2007 at Liverpool John Lennon Airport.

PRESENT: 
Cllr D Knowles, Chairman of Consultative Committee (in the Chair)
Mr P Ellison, Friends of Liverpool Airport
Cllr L Hardwick, Cheshire County Council
Mr J Morell, Chester, Ellesmere Port and North Wales Chamber of Commerce
LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT PLC
Mr R Tudor
Mr A Brown
SECRETARIAT

Mr M Flynn, Secretary
Mrs R Graves, Assistant Secretary
APOLOGIES
Cllr R Crawford, Hale Parish Council

Mr N Elias, Passenger Reprehensive

Mr M Morris, Vice-Chairman of the Consultative Committee
Mr D Rae, Liverpool City Council Neighbourhood Management Service
1
MINUTES

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 12 December 2006 be confirmed as a correct record.
2
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
The Secretary reminded the Committee that the Civil Aviation Act empowered the Airport Company to appoint the Chairman of the Committee (and Vice-Chairman).  The Company’s appointee need not be an existing Member of the Committee.  The Company had not elected to appoint the Chairman in recent years, though the current Vice-Chairman was appointed by the Managing Director.  If the Managing Director decided he did not wish to make the appointment of Chairman on this occasion, the Secretary would invite Members to submit written nominations for the office of Chairman in the normal manner.
Robin Tudor confirmed that the Managing Director was content to follow previous procedure and leave the appointment of the Chairman to the Committee. The Airport Company were happy to re-appoint Marshall Morris as Vice-Chairman of the Consultative Committee and Chairman of the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee.

Dennis Knowles confirmed that, if nominated, he was willing to stand again as Chairman.

RESOLVED:   
That the Secretary invite Members to submit written nominations for the office of Chairman in advance of the Annual Meeting on 1 February 2008.
3
REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIPS
Members’ views were sought in relation to the Terms of Reference and Membership of the Committees.  
Main Consultative Committee

The Sub Committee reviewed the Terms of Reference and Membership for the main Consultative Committee.  
It was noted that over the past year there had been an increase in the number of press and public attending the Consultative Committee meetings.  Concern was raised that some of the issues discussed at the meeting were of a sensitive or confidential nature.  The Secretary reminded Members that the Committee’s Constitution (paragraph 11) allowed for items of a confidential nature to be dealt with by the Committee in the absence of the press and public at the end of an agenda.  
It was also agreed that any press and public in attendance should be asked to sign the attendance sheet and the Constitution to be amended to reflect this.
The Sub Committee noted the correspondence between the Secretary and Flintshire County Council following the discussion at the Consultative Committee on 5 October.  It was noted that the Flintshire County Council had responded that they did not have any issues concerning noise complaints, despite the local press reports.  The Airport Company agreed to ensure that Flintshire County Council was consulted on any significant developments at the Airport.   The Secretary would write to the Chief Executive, reflecting the discussion held at the meeting.
Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee

The current Terms of Reference were endorsed. The vacancies for Speke Residents nd Garston under the Bridge had now been filled but there was still the ongoing vacancy for Airport Tenants.
General Purposes Sub-Committee

The current Terms of Reference were endorsed.  There were no membership issues.
RECOMMENDED: That
(1)
the Terms of Reference and Membership of the Consultative Committee be reaffirmed;
(2)
the Terms of Reference and Membership of the Noise Monitoring Sub-Committee be reaffirmed; and 
(3)
the Terms of Reference and membership of the General Purposes Sub-Committee be reaffirmed.

4
ATTENDANCE

The Secretary gave an oral report on attendance over the pervious 12 months.  
It was reported that the ABTA representative had not attending a meeting during this period and that under the Committee’s Constitution their membership was deemed to have lapsed.   It was agreed that the Secretary would write to ABTA to seek a new nomination.
The representative for easyJet had not attended any meetings and R Tudor agreed to clarify the position with them.
The vacancy for WIRED was still ongoing and the Secretary agreed to contact the organisation to establish if they were still able to take up a place on the Committee, and if not, then to approach another disability group to see if they would be interested in being represented.
RESOLVED:   
That the report be received.

5
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS
The Committee considered dates for meetings of the Consultative Committee for 2008-09.   The Constitution stated that the Annual Meeting should be held in January and it was proposed that the 30 January 2009 be put to the Consultative Committee for the Annual Meeting date.
The meetings of the Noise Monitoring Sub Committee would be held approximately two weeks in advance of the Consultative Committee meetings.  
RESOLVED: 
That the following proposed dates for meetings of the main Consultative Committee be put forward to the 1 February meeting:
Friday 4 April 2008  
Friday 4 July 2008  
Friday 3 October 2008  
Friday 30 January 2009  
6
HANDLING OF PASSENGERS WITH REDUCED MOBILITY
Andy Brown attended the Sub Committee to update Members on the progress with implementing the EU Directive on the rights of disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility when travelling by air, which would apply from July 2008.  
The Airport Company was proposing to contract out the services to a third party.  Support would be provided from when the passenger arrived at the Airport car park to when they boarded the aircraft.  It was envisaged that the service would be in place ahead of the deadline of July 2008.  
RESOLVED:

That the report be received.
7
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Pay Dispute
Robin Tudor reported that all the issues with the recent pay dispute had been resolved and the strike action called off.
Master Plan

An advance copy of the Master Plan was available for the Sub Committee to see.  A copy of the Master Plan would be sent to each Member of the Consultative Committee in their requested format.  The key issues of the Master Plan would be discussed at the Consultative Committee on 1 February 2008.
Hand Luggage
Ruth Kelly, Secretary of State for Transport had announced that the restrictions on hand luggage were to be relaxed from next January.  Airports wishing to remove the ‘one bag’ rule would have to apply to the Department of Transport (DfT) and prove they had the necessary screening measures to handle extra cabin baggage.

Robin Tudor confirmed that the ‘one bag’ rule would still apply at Liverpool John Lennon Airport as they did not have the three-dimensional scanners required by the DfT.
Mersey Gateway
The Secretary reported that the planning application for the Mersey Gateway was due to be submitted in early 2008.  The Sub Committee suggested that a representative from the project be invited to the next Consultative Committee meeting to give an update on the project.
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