MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE GENERAL PURPOSES SUB‑COMMITTEE held on 5 June 2008 at Liverpool John Lennon Airport.

PRESENT: 
Cllr D Knowles, Chairman of Consultative Committee (in the Chair)
Mr N Elias, Passenger Reprehensive

Mrs A Hamer, Merseytravel Transport Access Panel

Cllr L Hardwick, Cheshire County Council
Mr J Morell, Chester, Ellesmere Port and North Wales Chamber of Commerce
Mr M Morris, Vice-Chairman of the Consultative Committee

LIVERPOOL JOHN LENNON AIRPORT PLC
Mr R Tudor
Mr A Brown
SECRETARIAT

Mrs R Graves, Assistant Secretary
APOLOGIES
Cllr R Crawford, Hale Parish Council

Mr D Rae, Liverpool City Council Neighbourhood Management Service
Mr P Ellison, Friends of Liverpool Airport

Mr M Hobson, easyJet
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MINUTES

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 22 November 2008 be confirmed as a correct record.
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CONSULTATION ON ACCESS TO AIR TRAVEL FOR DISABLED PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH REDUCED MOBILITY – CODE OF PRACTICE 2008
In March 2003, the Department of Transport (DfT) had published its Code of Practice ‘Access to Air Travel for Disabled People’.  Since then there had been a number of legal and policy developments in this field which had made it necessary to update the Code – notably the new European Regulation (EC) No. 1107/2006 concerning the rights of disabled persons and persons with reduced mobility when travelling by air (copy of which are attached).  The Code of Conduct had been revised and the DfT was now consulting on this document. 
Originally only four Consultative Committees had been included as part of the Consultation process but this had been expanded to include all Consultative Committees.  At the meeting of the Consultative Committee on 11 April 2008 it was agreed that the General Purposes Sub Committee should meet to agree the response to the Consultation, which was required by 23 June 2008.  

Andy Brown updated Members on the progress with implementing the EU Directive at Liverpool John Lennon Airport.  A contractor had now been selected to provide the proposed services at all the Airports in the Peel Airport Group and the new services would commence on 21 July at Liverpool. The new services would commence from when the passenger arrived at the Airport car park, where help could be requested via an intercom system linked to the Reception Desk.  If the passenger had pre-notified their requirements when booking, the Reception Desk would be expecting them.  The passenger would then be helped through the pre-boarding checks and security via the Fast Lane and onto boarding the plane.   The contractor would provide training to its employees to ensure that they had the knowledge of how to meet the needs of person with disabilities or mobility impairments.  
The Code of Practice had been drawn up by a Working Group, of which Andy Brown had been a member.  The Sub Committee discussed the sections of the Code and had no specific comments to make in response to the Consultation.  
The new arrangements would be published on the Airport’s website and Andy Brown would be attending meetings of local disability groups to explain the new services available.  The Consultative Committee on 4 July would be receiving a presentation.  
The Sub Committee thanked Andy Brown for all the work he had done to ensure that the Airport complied with the requirements of the EU Regulation.

Post Meeting Note

Following response to the Consultation as sent to the DfT:


“The Liverpool John Lennon Airport Consultative Committee has representatives from 27 organisations.  The General Purposes Sub Committee met on 5 June to discuss the Code of Conduct and respond to the consultation on behalf of the Consultative Committee.

The Sub Committee discussed with representatives from the Airport Company the action being taken at Liverpool John Lennon Airport to implement the requirements of the EU Directive to ensure compliance with the requirements of the Code of Conduct. As a result the Sub Committee had no specific comments to make on the revised Code of Conduct.”
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