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27th February, 2009

Dear Ms. Webber,

Preservation of Slots for Regional Services at London Airports 

I write on behalf of the Liaison Group to bring to your attention the growing concern among our member committees about the decline in regional services to and from London airports, particularly Heathrow and Gatwick.  

As the Department is aware, the number of regional airports served from Heathrow in particular has over the years declined and the situation is now being exacerbated by the economic downturn, airline sales/mergers and Open Skies.  There are growing fears in the further regions of the UK, where rail is not a practical alternative, that once a slot at Heathrow/Gatwick for a regional service is given up and replaced with a more lucrative international service, it is lost forever.   

Links to Heathrow are particularly important to the further regions of the UK and people are already being forced to fly via Amsterdam, Frankfurt or Paris, which not only increases journey times but also means that UK plc is losing business to Europe.  Our member committees believe that there is a need to ensure inter-connectivity within the UK but the current PSO legislation is not the appropriate mechanism to preserve existing services, not least because the imposition of a PSO only secures a link to a “London” airport – either Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Luton or London City.  Heathrow, and to a certain extent Gatwick, are the key London airports to interline with international routes, but as these airports are operating at near capacity it is unlikely that PSO routes could in any event be secured at them. 



	Aberdeen - Belfast City – Birmingham - Bristol International – Bournemouth International - Cardiff Wales International - Durham Tees Valley  - Edinburgh - Inverness – Glasgow - Glasgow Prestwick - Leeds Bradford - Liverpool John Lennon - London City - London Gatwick - London Heathrow - London Luton - London Stansted – Manchester  - Newcastle - Nottingham East Midlands - Robin Hood Doncaster Sheffield – Southampton


The Liaison Group therefore urges the Government seriously to address the matter and to establish what can be done to protect regional services from the furthest regions of the UK where rail links are not a suitable alternative.  In this connection we believe there is a need to seek a review of the EU/UK PSO legislation especially in relation to the definition for "services to London" which as it stands is considered inappropriate in terms of ensuring inter-connectivity with the rest of the world.

The Liaison Group is to consider the worsening situation at its Annual Meeting on 28th May. I therefore look forward to hearing from you at the earliest opportunity.

Yours sincerely,

Paula Street

Secretariat







