The Independent Review of Policing at Airports by Stephen Boys Smith was completed last year and a report submitted to the Secretary of State and the Home Secretary. The Secretary of State issued a written statement on 20 July 2006 welcoming the broad thrust of the review's conclusions and outlining its recommendations.  On 14 June 2007 he issued a further written statement reporting on progress, including the constructive dialogue with stakeholders and agreement on the direction for future work.

The Review recommended the system of "designation" be discontinued and that policing costs should generally be met by the industry on the basis that policing forms part of an agreed airport "community" response, that costs are clear and transparent, and that policing at airports is brought within the mainstream policing agenda. 
Work is now underway to clarify the security responsibilities of all stakeholders at airports, to develop further a multi-agency methodology to assess and agree the security needs of the airport and to create the clear and transparent funding process recommended by the Review. No legislative changes can be made until that work is complete but Home Office and DfT are also working to identify a suitable parliamentary opportunity for this.
