29TH ANNUAL MEETING BETWEEN AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

BUSINESS MEETING

THURSDAY, 23RD JUNE  2005 COMMENCING AT 9.15 A.M.

Chairman of the Meeting, Mr. Denis Knowles, Liverpool John Lennon Airport Consultative Committee

Secretary to the Conference, Mr. Mike Kendall, Honorary Secretary, Gatwick Airport Consultative Committee.

9.15 a.m.
Items for Discussion
1.
Notes of the business meeting held on 24th June, 2004 attached.

2.
Matters arising from the last meeting which are not covered elsewhere on the agenda. 

3. "The Future of Air Transport" White Paper

(a)
Ms. Samantha Whatling, Head of Programme Management, Airports Policy Division of the DfT will provide an update on the progress made on implementing the Air Transport White Paper.

(b) The attached paper provides an overview of the Air Transport White Paper one year on.
4. Delivering Surface Access Improvements

In July, 2004, the Government published “The Future of Transport: A Network for 2030”.  This White Paper sets out a strategy which builds on the progress that has already been made since the implementation of the 10-year plan for transport and looks ahead over the next 20 – 30 years.  As the delivery of surface access improvements is vital to the future development and growth of airports, the attached paper considers the Government’s current policy and its implementation.

5.
Developing and Preserving Regional Services
The attached paper provides an update on the current issues concerning the preservation of important regional air services, including the use of Public Service Obligations (PSOs) and the proposed EU Guidelines on state support for start up air services.

6.
Illegal Imports Of Meat And Other Foodstuffs Of Animal Origin
Following the discussion at last year’s meeting, the Conference Secretary wrote to HM Customs and Excise commenting on the need for greater and more visible publicity to educate the traveller on the rules relating to the carrying of products of animal origin into the UK.  Mr. Stephen Giles-Medhurst from the Restrictions and Sanctions Team, HM Customs and Excise will provide an update on the work of HM Customs and Excise in tackling the problem and its education programme.

7.
Aviation Security
The attached paper outlines legal and administrative framework within which airport security operates as well as current issues and future developments.

8.
Access To Air Travel For People With Reduced Mobility                                 

At its meeting in 2004, Conference received an update on the various work streams in progress, both in the UK and at European level, on easing the problems of air travel for people with reduced mobility (PRMs).  This continues to be a topical issue and there have been a number of important developments. The attached paper provides an update on the current position.

9.
Membership of the Annual Liaison Meeting

At last year’s annual meeting, Conference agreed the criteria for membership of the Liaison Group.  Over the last year regional airports have increased their passenger throughput significantly due to the success of the low cost market.  In addition, a request for membership has been received from Newquay Cornwall Airport Consultative Forum on the grounds of an airport of regional significance.  In the light of the rapid growth at regional airports, the Working Group will be reviewing the criteria for membership on Wednesday 22nd June. The attached paper provides background information on the current admission criteria and details of the request from Newquay Cornwall Consultative Forum. The recommendations of the Working Group will be reported orally to the Conference.  

10.
UKACCs – Support Service

The support arrangements have been in operation since 2002.  The attached paper provides an update on the work of the support service during the year ended 31st March 2005.  

11.
Aviation and the Environment: Emissions Trading

The issue of how economic instruments could be used to help moderate the environmental impact of aviation has been discussed at the last two annual meetings.  The attached paper provides an update on the current position regarding the incorporation of aircraft emissions into the European Emissions Trading Scheme.

12.
Ambient Noise Initiatives – An Update
At its meeting in Birmingham in 2003, the progress made with the UK Government’s National Ambient Noise Strategy and the EU’s Directive 2002/49/EC on the Assessment and Management of Environmental Noise was considered. The attached paper provides an update on progress made in implementing these initiatives.

13. DfT Study – Attitudes To Noise From Aircraft Sources In England (ANASE)

At its meeting in Birmingham in 2003, details were given on the DfT’s research study into how people feel about aircraft noise, and especially how they perceive the relationship between noise levels and annoyance, or sleep disturbance at night.  Two years on and the study is still in progress.  The attached paper provides an update on the current position.

14.
Windfarms: Effect on radar
Further to the discussion at last year’s Conference, the attached paper highlights the current issues regarding the impact of windfarms on the operation of radar installations. 
15.
European Aviation Update
The report provides a brief update of the current EU activity in respect of aviation matters.                                             
16.
Any Other Business
Delegates are invited to raise any other items, not considered elsewhere on this agenda, which requires the consideration of the Annual Meeting.

17.
Venues for Future Conferences
2006 -  Nottingham East Midlands



2007 -  Manchester



2008 -  Teesside

