ANNUAL MEETING - AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

NOTE OF THE 29TH  ANNUAL LIAISON MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY, 23RD JUNE, 2005 IN LIVERPOOL
Present:

Birmingham
- 
Mr. Viv Astling

· Mr. Lee Stevenson

Bristol
-
Gp. Cpt. Peter Hutchings 


-
Ms. Margaret Thornton

Cardiff-Wales
-
Mr. David Crompton

Durham Tees Valley
-
Mr. David Lyonette


-
Mr. David Cosgrove

Edinburgh
-
Mr. Alastair O’Neil

· Mr. Tom Wright

General Consumer Council
-
Mr. David Moore

Northern Ireland (Belfast)

Glasgow
-
Mr. John Richmond

Glasgow – Prestwick
-
Mr. Fergus Gibson

Inverness
-
Mrs. Pat Hayden

Leeds-Bradford
-
Mr. Michael Goodwin

Liverpool John Lennon
-
Mr. Denis Knowles (Chairman)

· Mr. Marshall Morris

· Mr. Mike Flynn

· Mr. Neil Massingham

· Ms. Dawn Sharp

London City
-
Mr. John Adshead

· Mr. Stuart Innes

London Gatwick
-
Mr. Peter Bryant

· Mr. Mike Kendall

· Mrs. Rosemary Pugh

London Heathrow
-
Mr. Sam Jones

London Luton
-
Mr. Derek Brown

London Stansted
-
Mr. Morris Le Fleming

· Mr. Graham Redgwell

Manchester
-
Mr. Stephen Wilkinson

Newcastle
-
Mrs. Irene Forster

Nottingham  East Midlands
-
Mr. Barrie Whyman

Southampton
-
Mr. Tony Balcombe

· Mr.  Richard Ward

Department for Transport
-
Ms. Sam Whatling

H.M. Revenue and Customs
-
Mr. Stephen Giles-Medhurst

NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING
1. The notes of the last meeting held on 22nd June, 2004 were received and noted.

"THE FUTURE OF AIR TRANSPORT" WHITE PAPER

2. Delegates considered a paper by the Conference Secretary highlighting the current position on the key issues confronting airport operators and airport consultative committees, these included:-

· how schemes for dealing with generalised blight would be put in hand and   operated

· the need for clarity around the way in which land was to be safeguarded for future airport   development

· whether there was a need for a common standard throughout the UK regarding noise insulation grant schemes

· the need for a clear duty to be place on the CAA/NATS to consult local authorities and consultative committees regarding airspace changes

· to ensure that pressure was kept on the airport operators, in partnership with the local authorities, to monitor air quality around airports

3.
In addition delegates received a paper setting out the Government’s policies on surface access and which highlighted some of the problems which consultative committees had experienced at their airports.

4.
A presentation was given by Ms. Samantha Whatling, Head of Programme Management at the DfT.  (For a copy of the presentation visit http://www.ukaccsinfo/meeting05.htm). Ms. Whatling provided an update on the progress being made by the Government on implementing the Air Transport White Paper.

5.
The following points emerged from the presentation:

(a) The management structure of the division was described.  Jonathan Sharrock, Head of Airports Policy, will oversee a range of ‘work streams’ including specific projects for Stansted and Heathrow.  The project boards will have government representation and will aim to bring all issues together to be considered by one group or board.  Project boards will be set up for other airports in the future.

(b) Emissions trading will be a major issue for the Government during its EU presidency in the second half of 2005.  There will be discussions at international and EU level.

(c) Work on the 2006 Progress Report was at an early stage. 

(d) 22 Airport Master Plans had been published in either outline or draft interim form.

(e) Phase 2 of the consultation on the night flights regime for Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted airports had been launched recently.

(f) A Civil Aviation Bill had been published recently.

(g) Arrangements for improving communications were being looked at, including ideas to improve the website. Updates on policies had been suggested.

6. Delegates generally felt that the DfT should involve consultative committees more in discussions at both national and local level.  In particular that they should be represented on the External Advisory Group, which Samantha Whatling had described as part of the management structure reporting to the DfT Board and Ministers.  Delegates agreed that the following issues be highlighted in a letter to the DfT:-

· surface access: significant investment was needed to improve the transport infrastructure to accommodate airport growth, particularly in respect of the rail network, but at present, airport operators had little influence over the various transport infrastructure providers and their priorities for new services and schemes.  This needed to be addressed as a matter of urgency by the Government as without surface access improvements being delivered at the right time, the impact of airport growth on the environment, pollution, congestion and local communities would be immense and unsustainable

· safeguarding land for additional runways: the complexity of the different aspects of safeguarding (aerodrome safeguarding, the safeguarding of land and land that would in future be adversely affected by aircraft noise) is the least satisfactory feature of the airport master plan process.  As airport master plans do not have statutory development plan status, it is the local planning authorities, in the preparation of their Local Development Frameworks (LDF) who will identify the areas of land to be safeguarded for airport expansion but this did not necessarily mean that the area of land identified in an airport master plan would be the same as that in the LDF. There was also the issue of LDFs requiring developments to have been subjected to a sustainability impact assessment, which had implications for local planning authorities in their LDF preparation process.  This needed to be addressed by the DfT 

7.
Delegates discussed the problems of tracking the progress around the UK of the implementation of the White Paper.  Delegates agreed that the information should be collated centrally on the DfT website, so that all interested parties would have all the up to date information readily available.  Samantha Whatling advised that some new ideas for the website were being discussed and she would report back the view of the conference.

DEVELOPING AND PRESERVING REGIONAL SERVICES

8.
The meeting considered a paper which updated delegates on proposals in the UK for the clarification of Public Service Obligations (PSOs) for regional air services operating into London and on proposed EC guidelines on start-up aid to airlines using regional airports (in the wake of the Charleroi Airport case).

9.
Delegates acknowledged the importance of maintaining direct links to Heathrow, as a major international hub airport but that this was not the aim of PSOs.  Delegates from some of the northern regional airports took the view that the links to London were essential, even though that link might not necessarily be to the hub airports at Heathrow or Gatwick. The expansion of international flights from northern airports was also desirable for the future.

ILLEGAL IMPORTS OF MEAT AND OTHER FOODSTUFFS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN

10.
A presentation was given by Mr. Stephen Giles-Medhurst, Head of the Restrictions and Sanctions Team, H.M. Revenue and Customs.  Mr Giles-Medhurst described the work being done to counter illegal imports of meat and other foodstuffs.  H.M. Customs works closely with DEFRA and local authorities. 80% of seizures of illegal meats and other foodstuffs were from passengers, some cases had reached the courts and a custodial sentence had recently been imposed.  An extensive publicity campaign was being pursued and delegates were asked to look out for the new mandatory signs and leaflets ‘If in doubt leave it out’ which were made available to delegates and should be displayed in all airports.

AVIATION SECURITY

11. The meeting received and noted a paper on the legal and administrative framework within which airport security operates. In the UK the problems associated with funding arrangements for designated airports were highlighted.  The increased use of biometrics and the Iris Recognition Immigration Scheme (IRIS) by the Immigration Services was noted.  Delegates noted that the IRIS recognition scheme had already been introduced at Heathrow and was expected to be rolled out at other airports, Gatwick, Stansted, Manchester and Birmingham later this year.

ACCESS TO AIR TRAVEL FOR PEOPLE WITH REDUCED MOBILITY (PRMs)

12. Delegates received and noted a paper on recent important developments in the UK and at EU level for access to air travel for PRMs which included:- 

· the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 – Part 3 and the Transport Research Laboratory (TRL) benchmarking exercise which was looking at how far the aviation industry is working in line with the March 2003 Code of Practice

· the much publicised judgment in Ross v Ryanair and BAA plc 

· the CAA rules on the carriage of guide dogs in aircraft cabins

 and across the EU :-

· the work of the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC) – Sub-Group on PRMs

· a proposed EU Regulation on the rights of persons with reduced mobility when  
travelling by air 


13.
With regard to the last bullet point, delegates expressed concern that consultative committees were not among the bodies included in the DfT’s consultation on the EU proposals.  Delegates agreed that the national secretariat should register their concerns about this matter with the Department.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE ANNUAL LIAISON GROUP

14.
The Chairman of the ACC Working Group reported that they had reviewed the criteria for membership of the Liaison Group. The review had been necessary due to the recent rapid growth at regional airports mainly as a result of the success of the low cost market. Delegates noted that Exeter had reached this threshold and an invitation to become members had been sent and that, Humberside, Bournemouth, Coventry, Norwich and Doncaster - Robin Hood would be likely to reach this throughput very soon.  He also commented on a request for membership which had been received from Newquay Cornwall Airport Consultative Forum on the grounds of being an ‘airport of regional significance’ which needed to be considered by the Conference.  The Conference agreed,

· that membership of the Liaison Group should continue to be limited to airports with a throughput of 0.6 million passengers per annum 

· that the criterion ‘airport of regional significance’ should be dropped 

15.
In the light of this Conference agreed that the request from Newquay Airport Consultative Forum should be declined.

SUPPORT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING

16.
The meeting received and noted a progress report on the work of the support service during the year ended 31st March 2005. It was noted that the support and information continued to be very beneficial to the participating committees.

17.
Delegates discussed future arrangements. As it was likely that the size of the Liaison Group was likely to increase over the next few years because of the growth in passenger throughput at UK airports bringing more airports into the admission criteria, Conference agreed that contributions to the support service should be mandatory.  If committees did not participate in the funding arrangements then membership of the Group would cease. The meeting discussed the likely increase in size of the Group due to the number of airports likely to reach the 0.6 mppa threshold in the next couple of years and the implications for administrative and technical support as well as the cost.  A paper on the issues which outlined possible options would be considered by the Working Group in the near future, for consideration at next year’s Conference.

AVIATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT: EMISSIONS TRADING

18.
Delegates considered a paper updating the meeting on the current position regarding the incorporation of aircraft emissions into the European Emissions Trading Scheme (EU-ETS).  It was noted that the UK Government believes the best way of ensuring that aviation contributes towards the goal of climate stabilisation is through a well-designed emissions trading regime.  Accordingly this issue would be a priority for the UK Government during its presidency of the EU. The Conference agreed to reaffirm its support for the inclusion of aircraft emissions in the EU-ETS. The issues of nitrogen dioxide and contrails needed more research but should not delay this process.

AMBIENT NOISE INITIATIVES – AN UPDATE

19.
Delegates were advised of progress being made in implementing the UK Government’s National Ambient Noise Strategy (NANS) and the EU Environmental Noise Directive (END).  Delegates noted the extensive work being undertaken and that the emphasis was on air transport whereas road and rail noise did not seem to be looked at in the same depth. 

20.
Delegates also noted that airport ground noise was not identified as a noise source for inclusion in the noise mapping exercise. More clarification was needed from DEFRA on the complex issues of noise mapping, in particular the need for more specific provision for the control of ground noise at airports and for more effective arrangements for the enforcement of such measures.    Delegates agreed that these issues should be taken up with DEFRA.

DfT STUDY – ATTITUDES TO NOISE FROM AIRCRAFT SOURCES IN ENGLAND

21.
The meeting noted a paper which updated delegates on the progress of this study which was concerned with the perceived relationship between noise levels and annoyance, sleep disturbance at night and how people would value lower noise levels relative to other environmental factors.  Phase 1 of this study, which focused on survey design, piloting and cognitive testing in several sequential steps and validation of designs against noise environments near airports, was now complete. Phase 2 embraced the main fieldwork and would start shortly.  It was noted that some airports or committees might be approached to participate.

WINDFARMS: EFFECT ON RADAR INSTALLATIONS

22.
The meeting noted a paper by the Technical Adviser for the Gatwick Airport Consultative Committee which highlighted the latest position regarding work the being undertaken to investigate and minimise the impact of windfarms on the operation of radar installations. It was noted that this continued to be a problem in the Glasgow - Prestwick area where the topography was favourable for the location of windfarms.  Delegates agreed that the issues for aviation should continue to be monitored.

EUROPEAN AVIATION UPDATE

23.
Delegates received and noted the paper providing an update on current EU activity in respect of aviation matters.

VENUES FOR FUTURE CONFERENCES

24.
It was noted that offers had been received from the following Consultative Committees to host the annual meeting.  






2006 - Nottingham East Midlands






2007 - Manchester






2008 -  Durham Tees Valley

25.
The date for the 2006 Conference at Nottingham East Midlands had been provisionally 
set for 21st and 22nd June.


VOTE OF THANKS

26.
A vote of thanks was extended to the team at Liverpool John Lennon Airport and to Denis Knowles for the generous hospitality and splendid visit to Liverpool.  Best wishes were extended to Liverpool as the 2008 City of Culture.


The meeting also passed a vote of thanks to Mike Kendall, Stuart Innes and the Secretariat.  

Conference Secretary

