Agenda Item 9

	MEMBERSHIP OF THE ANNUAL LIAISON MEETING


Background

1.  At the Annual Liaison Meeting in Bristol last year, Conference considered the question of whether the Liaison Group should be enlarged to include more airports.  It was generally felt that involving smaller airports would change the nature of the meeting, which was focused on national aviation policy.   It was therefore agreed that the current criteria of 0.6 mppa should be retained as the admission trigger for membership on the Liaison Group or should be an airport of regional significance. It was also agreed that as and when other airports  met the criteria, and had a consultative committee, they should be invited to attend.  

2.   As reported at last year's meeting Jersey, Guernsey and Ronaldsway already met the criteria and the Secretariat has made enquiries about their Consultative Committees.  It has been established that Jersey does not have a consultative committee or equivalent.  Guernsey has a Transport Users Committee and contact has been made with them.  Thus far they have not responded to the suggestion that they might like to join the Liaison Group. Enquiries of  Ronaldsway Airport brought no response.  

The current situation

3.  The CAA has published the UK Airport Statistics for 2004 and can be viewed at http://www.caa.co.uk/default.aspx?categoryid=80&pagetype=88&sglid=3&fld=2004. The statistics reveal that UK airports handled 217 million passengers in 2004, an increase of over 8 per cent on 2003, and for the first time there were over one million air transport movements at London’s airports. Traffic at the UK’s regional airports grew by 9 per cent to a total of 88 million passengers. Attached at Annex 1 is a list giving up-to-date (2004) passenger throughput figures and movements data for some of the larger UK airports.  Those airports which are designated for the purposes of consultation under s. 35 of the Civil Aviation Act 1982, and should thus have a consultative committee, are asterisked.   It is to be noted that the statistics show that annual passenger throughput at Exeter has now reached 0.622 mppa, and Humberside (0.531), Bournemouth (0.493) and Coventry (0.462) are also growing steadily. 

4. The Secretariat has already made enquiries at Exeter International Airport and its Consultative Committee is to consider their invitation to join the Liaison Group at its meeting on 22nd June. 

5. In addition, the Secretariat has recently received a request for membership from Newquay Cornwall Airport Consultative Forum on the basis that it is an airport of regional significance. Their application is attached as Annex 2.  Detailed consideration needs to be given to this request.  

The Criteria

6.  In the light of the rapid growth at regional airports over the last couple of years and the request from Newquay Cornwall Consultative Forum, the initial view of some of the Working Group members is that the 0.6 mppa threshold should be reviewed regularly in the light of the rapid growth at regional airports, mainly a result of the boom in the low cost “no frills” market.  As regards the criteria against which airports of regional significance can be judged, this is an issue that requires more detailed consideration and developed further.  The Working Group is to meet on 22nd June to review the membership criteria.  Their recommendations will be reported to the meeting on 23rd June.

7.  At present the only airport of regional significance represented on the Liaison Group is Inverness which currently has a passenger throughput of 0.551 mppa.  Newquay’s  passenger throughput currently stands at 0.278 mppa.  

8.  As way of background information regarding Newquay, in the Air Transport White Paper it was concluded that the main potential for airport growth in the South West region would be at Bristol Airport.  The Government recognised the distinctive role Newquay and Exeter had in serving their local catchment areas and that there was significant scope for development without major environmental impacts.  Newquay has potential to attract new services catering principally for in bound tourism markets which the Government believes are likely to be of significant benefit to the Cornish economy.  The Government has also recognised that parts of Devon and Cornwall, the journey times involved in using surface transport mean that air travel will remain an important, and in some cases an essential, alternative.  

9.  At present Newquay is in an Objective 1 area designated for the purposes of regional aid under European Community Law.  The airport has scheduled domestic services to Gatwick, Stansted, Manchester, Bristol, Leeds Bradford, Birmingham, Durham Tees Valley, and the Isles of Scilly.  Plymouth Airport is 47 miles away and also has scheduled services to number of major centres in the UK, including Gatwick and Manchester (see Annex 3).  Plymouth has a much lower passenger throughput of 0.129 and only has a short runway.  Exeter, the next nearest alternative airport, 90 miles away, does not have a direct air service into any London airport but does have scheduled services to Belfast, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Guernsey and Jersey, Leeds Bradford, Liverpool and Isles of Scilly.  Given the air access that Newquay offers to Cornwall’s residents and visitors to London and other major cities in the UK, it can be said to be an airport of some significance regionally.

10. While there does not appear to be a definitive description of what constitutes an airport of regional significance, the Government’s consultation on the protection of regional air services provided a definition of a “peripheral region”.  In this context it is an airport serving a peripheral region if the fastest journey time to London Zone 1 by public service transport from the main urban centre(s) it serves is more than 3 hours. Newquay is 280 miles from London.  The journey by car takes about 5 hours and journey time by train, involving at least one change, is about the same.  By coach (National Express) the shortest journey time is about 6 hours 30 minutes. Annex 3 provides details of mileage between Cornwall’s principal towns and the region’s airports and the scheduled air services operated at Newquay, Plymouth, Exeter and Bristol. 

11. However, there is some uncertainty about the future development and growth of Newquay because the Government is considering the withdrawal of RAF services in 2007.  This would require the airport to fund the airport fire service and air traffic control which is currently provided by the RAF.  Airport charges may therefore need to increase to meet these extra costs.  Although airlines have indicated their support for the airport’s future, if airport charges were to be raised significantly this could become an issue for certain carriers.

Conclusion

12. There seems to be no definition of what for this purpose is meant by an "airport of regional significance" and the decision in relation to Inverness seems to have been a matter of judgement taken in the circumstances of the time.  It seems unlikely that many regional airports will seek membership of the Group as Newquay have done. The Working Group is to discuss the criteria and Newquay’s application at its meeting on 22nd June, and its recommendations will be reported orally at the meeting. A more detailed paper will be presented to the Working Group and will be made available to all delegates prior to the meeting.

Paula Street

Secretariat

Annex 1

UK Airports – Passenger Totals and Aircraft Movements 2004

(Source CAA Airport Statistics)

Airfields designated under s.35 of the Civil Aviation Act 1982 are marked with an asterisk

	UK Airports
	Terminal and Transit Passengers

000’s
	Total Aircraft Movements

000’s

(Including Aero Club Flights)

	Airports Participating in the ACCs Liaison Group



	Heathrow*
	67,343
	476

	Gatwick*
	31,467
	251

	Manchester*
	21,250
	225

	Stansted*
	20,911
	192

	Birmingham*
	8,862
	121

	Glasgow*
	8,575
	108

	Edinburgh*
	8,018
	125

	Luton*
	7,536
	94

	Newcastle*
	4,727
	78

	Bristol International*
	4,647
	78

	Belfast International*
	4,470
	80

	East Midlands*
	4,381
	89

	Liverpool*
	3,353
	85

	Aberdeen*
	2,636
	99

	Leeds Bradford*
	2,369
	58

	Prestwick*
	2,163
	56

	Belfast City*
	2,091
	36

	Cardiff Wales*
	1,888
	43

	London City*
	1,675
	61

	Southampton*
	1,531
	54

	Teesside*
	788
	50

	Inverness*
	551
	33

	Airports Not Participating in the ACCs Liaison Group


	Isle of Man
	773
	45

	Exeter*
	622
	50

	Humberside*
	531
	38

	Bournemouth*
	499
	77

	Coventry
	462
	6

	Norwich*
	448
	47

	Newquay
	278
	8

	City of Derry
	234
	11

	Scatsta
	229
	10

	Isles of Scilly (St. Mary's)
	144
	14

	Penzance Heliport
	129
	7

	Plymouth
	129
	29


Annex 2
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	Date: 13th May 2005


Dear Paula 

Newquay Cornwall Airport representation on the Liaison Group of UK Airport Consultative Committees

I am writing this letter on behalf of The Newquay Cornwall Airport Consultative Forum.  I would like to request membership of the Liaison Group of UK Airport Consultative Committee.

The Newquay Cornwall Airport Consultative Forum first met on the 17th November 2004 with over 20 different representatives from both public and private organisations within Cornwall. Subsequently, we have met on the 27th January 2005 and recently on 29th April 2005.  Please find enclosed a copy of the minutes and attendance list from each of the previous meetings.

Newquay Cornwall Airport has gone from strength to strength in the last 2-3 years, with flights to London Stansted, London Gatwick, Bristol, Dublin, Manchester, Leeds/Bradford, Isles of Scilly and most recently BMI Baby daily services to Birmingham and Durham Tees Valley. The passenger throughput has increased 49% increase on 2002 figures. Newquay Airport has a predicted passenger throughput of 400,000pa for 2005.  Seasonal inward charters have also taken place from/to Europe and most notably to Barbados in March 2005.

A £2.9m terminal extension is due to start in August 2005, the extension will improve the security levels at the Airport and also improve passenger handling.

With the future looking positive for Newquay and with a record passenger throughput, we feel that having Newquay Cornwall Airport as a member of the Liaison Group would prove invaluable.  Having reviewed the agenda and programme from the previous meetings, we feel that all issues and topics covered are of substantial importance to Newquay.  However, as the current membership criterion requires a throughput of 600,000pa, we would like to apply through ‘Regional Significance’.

It is a fairly distinct catchment and the airport is in a good position to capture traffic from Cornwall. Passengers from the west of Newquay are less likely to bypass the airport to fly from Exeter or Plymouth. Passengers from the east of the county may be closer to Plymouth than Newquay – however, operational restrictions at Plymouth will almost certainly mean that Plymouth cannot provide competing services for many of the new routes envisaged at Newquay. 

Continued...

The Department for transport consultation paper ‘The Further Development of Air Transport in the UK – South West’ noted that Newquay Cornwall Airport has a potentially strong inbound tourism market, a significant component of which is unique to Cornwall.  From Passenger Surveys undertaken in March 2003, 33% of passengers would not have made the journey to Cornwall if the service had not been available or more expensive.

The geographical location and perceived peripherality of the county (see appendix 3) makes it essential that there is continued service from the Airport, which is vital to the longer term prosperity of Cornwall.  Appendices will provide graphical illustrations of the peripherality of Newquay Airport.

The Airport is 426kms from London, which is 4 hours 58 minutes by road.  Similarly Manchester is 518kms distance or 6 hours 13 minutes by surface journey and Glasgow at 843kms a substantial 9 hours 19 minutes away.  Clearly the remoteness of Cornwall is further exaggerated especially for destinations with Continental Europe when the ‘across water’ element of journeys is included.  Appendices 1 and 2 graphically demonstrate the distance from Newquay to the rest of the UK.

A political reality which is becoming apparent within the European Union is that influence is moving towards the geographical centre of the continental and in particular being refocused in Germany, therefore it will be essential for peripheral regions, like Cornwall, to be connected through air services to ‘centres of influence’, manufacturing centres and potential inward investors.

The introduction of new air links satisfy both European Union and UK Central Government declared policies of creating cohesion between regions through the development of improved transport networks (especially air services).  In particular such services demonstrate positive initiatives to minimise disadvantages which are often classified as ‘Exclusion of Services’ and which would otherwise be apparent for citizens living in the far South West.

Appendix 4 illustrates the current destinations available to travel to and from Newquay.  In theory they are only point to point operations, however by a careful examination, it is possible to facilitate onward connections of further destinations e.g. Europe, Asia, America etc, on the same day.  This arrangement therefore assists both existing businesses and aids the process of attracting inward investors.

Tourism is of immense importance to Cornwall’s economy and represents 32% of the county’s GDP. Newquay Cornwall Airport contributes an estimated £20 million financial gain to businesses (particularly tourism) in Cornwall.  Attractions such as the Eden Project, Cornwall’s Surfing Beaches, Stately homes and Gardens distinguish Newquay Airport from other Airports as a tourism destination.

Between 1981 – 2001 Cornwall’s population growth rate was more than four times that of the United Kingdom, this emphasises the importance of transport to the region and fundamentally the importance of the Airport for the growing population.

I hope the information will be suitable evidence to back our case for representation at the Liaison Group through ‘Regional Significance’.  The Vice-Chairman of the Forum would like to come and present our case in person to the Committee at your next Liaison Group meeting at Liverpool John Lennon Airport in June 2005.

Continued…

If you need any further information please feel free to contact myself or Jordan Whaley (01872 322740; jwhaley@cornwall.gov.uk)

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

Mr Mark Howarth

Chairman of Newquay Airport Consultative Forum

Western Greyhound,

Western House,

St.Austell Street,

Summercourt,

Newquay.

TR8 5DR

Phone: 01872 510511

Appendices

Appendix 1 illustrates the travel time by car from Newquay Airport through out the South West.

Appendix 2 is a calculation of the travel time from Newquay Airport to Plymouth, Exeter and Bristol.

Appendix 1. Travel Time to Other South West Airports from Newquay Airport
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Appendix 2. Driving times and distances from NQY
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Driving times are average off-peak, taken from AA calculations

From Appendix 1 and 2 you can see the substantial distance from Newquay to the next Airport.  For an international flight you would have travel approximately 2 hours to the Airport.


Appendix 3 demonstrates the peripherarility of Cornwall.  The drawing emphasises the importance of air travel from Newquay; Newquay to London in 1 hour where as any other mode of transport would take in excess on 4 hours.

Appendix 3. Travel Time From Penzance.
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Appendix 4.  Current Destinations.
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Annex 3

NEWQUAY AIRPORT:

Mileage Chart (MS Auto Route Express)

(Penzance and Truro are taken as being the county’s principal towns along with Newquay)

	
	Bristol
	Exeter
	Plymouth
	Newquay

	Penzance
	178 miles
	117 miles
	78 miles
	39 miles

	Truro
	161 miles
	95 miles
	55 miles
	20 miles

	Newquay
	147 miles
	89 miles
	47 miles
	-


Scheduled Services:

Newquay

Air South West: LGW, Manchester, Bristol, Leeds Bradford and Dublin

Ryanair: Stansted

Skybus: Isles of Scilly

Bmi: Birmingham and Durham Tees Valley

Plymouth

Air South West: LGW, Manchester, Bristol, Leeds Bradford and Jersey
Air Wales: Newcastle, Aberdeen, Liverpool, Cardiff, Cork, Dublin

Note: Short runways

Exeter 
flybe: Brest, Paris (CDG), Dublin, Faro, Alicante, Malaga, Palma, Belfast, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Guernsey, Jersey, Leeds Bradford and Liverpool 

Skybus: Isles of Scilly

Bristol

British Airways: Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Glasgow, Jersey, Milan, Munich, Paris, Zurich 

Eastern Airways: Aberdeen, Isle of Man

EasyJet: Alicante, Amsterdam, Barcelona, Belfast International, Berlin, Budapest, Edinburgh, Faro, Geneva, Glasgow, Madrid, Malaga, Newcastle, Nice, Palma Mallorca, Prague, Rome, Valencia, Venice

KLM: Amsterdam

Flybe:  Belfast City, Bergerac, Bordeaux, Toulouse

SN Brussels Airlines: Brussels

Air Arann: Cork

Ryanair: Dublin
Air SouthWest: Dublin, Jersey, Leeds Bradford, Manchester, Newquay, Plymouth,
Aer Lingus: Dublin

Aurigny: Guernsey

Skybus: Isles of Scilly

Continental: New York,
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