ANNUAL MEETING - AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

NOTE OF THE 27TH ANNUAL LIAISON MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, 4TH JULY, 2003
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NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING
1.
The notes of the last meeting held on 31st May, 2002, were received and subject to paragraph 11 being amended to show “that some Members abstained from voting for the proposals”, agreed.

NATIONAL AMBIENT NOISE STRATEGY & EC DIRECTIVE 2002/49/EC - ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE

2.
The meeting considered a report which outlined the latest position with regard to the  ongoing implementation by the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs  of the National Ambient Noise Strategy and European Directive 2002/49/EC on the Assessment and Management of Environmental Noise.  John Hinton, Birmingham City Council, gave a presentation and answered questions on the noise mapping exercise carried out for Birmingham Airport, and how the processes involved in complying with the EC Directive would be handled.

3. The Chairman thanked Mr. Hinton for his presentation, the slides of which would be circulated.  [For a copy of this presentation, and that given the previous afternoon by Professor CallumThomas, see http://www.lcacc.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/alm/index2.htm]

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF AIR TRANSPORT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

4.
The meeting considered some of the key assumptions which were contained in the consultation paper on the Future Development of Air Transport in the United Kingdom.  It was stressed that the White Paper which would result from the consultation should provide a clear and unambiguous statement of the Government’s policy for aviation over the next 30 years.  The Government needed to be specific in the White Paper regarding where, and within what timeframe, airport development would take place.  It was important that there was no uncertainty about the Government’s intention because the immediate effect of the White Paper would be to blight the communities affected and therefore clarity of intention was absolutely essential.

5.
It was noted that the consultation paper highlighted the importance of aviation to the national economy.  The Government should, therefore, allocate significant resources to ensure that airport development happened in the right locations and within the correct timescale.  It could not be left to the airport operators to provide the necessary infrastructure and dictate the timescale for development.  The necessary supporting infrastructure needed to be in place before the additional capacity was opened.  It was particularly important that the provision of road and rail infrastructure was properly co‑ordinated and supported by government funding.

6.
It was felt that compensation provision should be increased to reflect the highest levels of compensation experienced elsewhere within the European Union.  The current compensation provisions in the United Kingdom were considered to be inadequate.  Claims needed to be settled much more promptly, with the minimum of bureaucracy.

7.
It was unlikely that the new planning guidance which was currently being considered, would be published before the aviation White Paper.  However, there was concern that whatever emerged from the aviation White Paper would not be able to be delivered in a speedy and co‑ordinated way with the required infrastructure, unless the current planning regime became more inquisitorial rather than adversarial.  The meeting also stressed that the Government needed to consider using economic instruments to influence the demand for aviation and how the propensity to travel could be met in a more integrated way between road, rail and air.

8.
Resolved - That the Conference Secretary be asked to write to the Minister for Aviation and convey the key points set out above.

SUPPORT FOR AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

9.
Following last year’s meeting arrangements had now been put in place to improve the support for the Consultative Committees represented at the Conference between meetings.  The system to improve the flow of information to Committees between meetings had already been beneficial.  It was stressed that no representational role was envisaged in the new support arrangements.

10.
Resolved - That the current arrangements be confirmed for a further 12 months period, during which time they would be monitored for evaluation at the Conference in 2004.

11.
The future of the Working Group of Chairmen and Secretaries was also considered.  Whilst it had not been necessary for the Working Group to meet since the last Conference, it was felt that there was merit in maintaining the Working Group to look at specific issues between Conferences.  One such issue was consideration of extending attendance at the meeting to a wider range of Airport Consultative Committees.  It was noted that the airports in the Channel Islands had already expressed an interest in attending the meeting, and there were a number of other airports of regional significance which might also fall into a similar category.

12.
Resolved - That the Working Group be re‑appointed under the chairmanship of John Adshead and asked to consider the criteria for possible extension of membership of the Conference to other Airport Consultative Committees.  

REVISION OF GUIDELINES FOR AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

13.
The meeting welcomed Victoria Noakes, Department for Transport, who had responsibility within the Department for liaising with Airport Consultative Committees.  It was currently the aim to issue revised guidelines in conjunction with the Air Transport White Paper, which the Minister for Aviation, the previous evening, had indicated was his firm intention to publish before the end of the year.  The meeting reinforced the view that there were a number of different practices operated by Consultative Committees which worked well in local circumstances.  The guidelines approved by the Department, should promote good practice but should not be too prescriptive.  Committees were asked to send her examples of good practice by the end of July.

14.
Reference was made particularly to the independent role of the Chairman of Consultative Committees, which had been very carefully considered by the Working Group, and resulted in the advice submitted to the Department contained in paragraph 4.2 of Annex A of the paper circulated.  The meeting reaffirmed its support for the wording of paragraph 4.2 of Annex A.  It was also important that there should be a well resourced Secretariat, including access to high level independent technical advice, to enable the Consultative Committee to operate effectively.

15.
Resolved - That Ms. Victoria Noakes be thanked for attending the meeting and that she be asked to note the additional comments outlined in the debate.  

CONTROL OF GROUND NOISE AT AIRPORTS

16.
The meeting considered a report concerning the legislation for the enforcement of control of ground noise at airports.  The present situation was unsatisfactory, in that if the airport operator failed to take action to mitigate and control ground noise, neither the local Environmental Health Officers nor the Department for Transport, was able to take enforcement action.  The Gatwick Committee has asked the Department to review the matter and consider whether the Secretary of State should use his power to introduce a more relevant Air Navigation Order and thus give the Department for Transport a specific role in the enforcement of the measures for the regulation of ground noise.

17.
Resolved - That the meeting support fully the Gatwick Committee’s approach to the Department in favour of more specific provision for the control of ground noise at airports and for more effective arrangements for the enforcement of such measures.

AVIATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT:  USING ECONOMIC INSTRUMENTS

18.
The meeting discussed a report setting out the latest position on this issue with particular reference to a series of stakeholder meetings organised by the Department for Transport which had been held to discuss the most effective economic instruments for ensuring that the aviation industry was encouraged to take account of, and where appropriate reduce, its contribution to global warming, and local air and noise pollution.  In this context, it was noted that a further paper outlining the key points made by stakeholders at the discussion workshops had now been issued by the Department of Transport and was available at the meeting.

19.
The issues were complex.  Around airports people tended to be more aware of noise than air pollution.  Noise tended to be dealt with by regulation rather than through economic instruments although fines for non compliance were often a feature of schemes for the control of noise. Nonetheless action to deal with emissions and air pollution was an increasing priority and economic instruments would be an important tool in securing improvements.  In the case of aviation, though, international agreement would be important if the measures were to be fully effective and to avoid damage to the competitiveness of the UK industry.  The inclusion of aviation emissions in the Kyoto targets was an important early step.  
20.
Resolved - That the meeting noted the current position and supported generally the use of economic instruments to tackle global warming, and local air and noise pollution.

WINDFARMS:  EFFECT ON RADAR

21.
The meeting considered a report concerning the impact which windfarms had on the operation of radar installations and thus on the safety of aircraft.  The issue had been raised at the last Conference by the Glasgow Prestwick International Airport Consultative Committee, which had highlighted the fact that in some places windfarms had given rise to considerable problems for those responsible for the safe and expeditious movement of aircraft.  Since then wind farms had been brought within the aerodrome safeguarding arrangements and there were guidelines for those charged with assessing wind farm developments near radar installations and other navigation aids. There was also a significant programme of research. Nonetheless there continued to be difficulties and uncertainties regarding the effect of windfarms on radar installations.  Mr. Ritchie, Chairman of the Glasgow Prestwick Airport Consultative Committee, reported that Scottish Power had recently agreed to invest £1m at Glasgow to provide more powerful filters to reduce the potential danger from interference to radar from nearby windfarms. This supported the concerns expressed by the Prestwick Consultative Committee.  National Air Traffic Services (NATS) were reported to have indicated that new approaches from Glasgow would be implemented to avoid the impact of the windfarms, although the proposals to expand windfarms across the UK were not in general giving rise to concerns about safety.

22.
Resolved - That the report be received and the Secretariat would continue to monitor the situation at both national and European level and keep Consultative Committees informed.

UNINSURED USE OF PRIVATE AIRCRAFT

23.
The meeting considered a report on the absence of legislation requiring private aircraft to have third party insurance.  The matter had been raised by the Southampton Airport Consultative Committee at the last meeting.  It had been felt that the issue was one which the European Commission should take forward and  in fact in September 2002 the European Commission had published a draft regulation designed to clarify the Community rules on aircraft insurance. It was noted that the UK Government had supported the proposal to harmonise the insurance requirements for commercial air carriers, but had resisted the inclusion of private flying on the grounds that it was unnecessary.  The Consultative Committees felt that concern should be expressed to the Government regarding its opposition to the need for requiring private aircraft to be insured to the appropriate level of insurance, similar to the principles which operated in respect of private motor vehicles.

24.
Resolved - That the Secretariat be asked to convey these views to the Department for Transport.

DFT STUDY - ATTITUDES TO NOISE FROM AIRCRAFT SOURCES IN ENGLAND (ANASE)

25.
The meeting received and noted a report setting out the latest position with regard to the study of aircraft noise during the day and at night.  The study focused, in particular, on the perceived relationship between noise levels and annoyance, or sleep disturbance at night, and how people would value lower noise levels relative to other environmental factors.  The position would continue to be monitored and Consultative Committees kept informed of any further developments with regard to the next  phase of the Study.

EU DIRECTIVE ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR INTRODUCING NOISE RELATED OPERATING RESTRICTIONS AT COMMUNITY AIRPORTS

26.
The meeting received and noted a report regarding EU Directive 2002/30, which had come into effect on 28th March, 2002, and prescribed rules and procedures for introducing noise related operating restrictions at community airports.  Consultation on the implementation of the Directive had concluded on 31st October, 2002, and it was understood that some concerns had been expressed about the interaction of these proposals with noise related operating restrictions imposed, or proposed to be imposed, through the planning system.  The Government had since been preparing regulations taking the comments received into account.  Airports affected had been given an opportunity to comment on an advanced draft of the regulations.  It was intended that the regulations would be laid before Parliament rose for the summer recess.

EU PROPOSAL FOR A DIRECTIVE ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNITY FRAMEWORK FOR NOISE CLASSIFICATION OF CIVIL SUBSONIC AIRCRAFT FOR THE PURPOSES OF CALCULATING NOISE CHARGES

27.
The meeting received and noted a report on the proposed EU Directive to establish common criteria to classify the noise emissions of civil subsonic aircraft, and so prevent the proliferation of noise charging systems based on different classifications, depending on the country.  The proposal aimed to improve transparency and fairness of treatment, and the predictability of the noise component of airport charges.

PUBLICITY & POSSIBLE WEBSITE

28.
The meeting considered a report examining the views relating to the way Consultative Committees disseminate information, in forms of publicity arising from the review of Consultative Committee guidelines.  Consideration was also given to the possible setting up of a website for the Annual Meeting of Consultative Committees, which would enable the individual Consultative Committees if they wished to have a basic web site dealing with their own Airports Consultative Committee.

29.
Resolved - That the issue of publicity be noted and that the Secretariat be authorised to proceed to set up a website.

EUROPEAN AVIATION UPDATE

30.
The meeting received and noted a paper setting out providing a brief round‑up of current EU activity in the field of aviation, which had not been covered in reports elsewhere on the agenda.

VENUES FOR FUTURE CONFERENCES

31.
It was noted that offers had been received from the following Consultative Committees to host the annual meeting:-.

2004 - Bristol

2005 - Liverpool

2006 - Aberdeen

2007 - East Midlands.

32.
It was agreed that next year’s programme should be held on Wednesday and Thursday and the provision date for the meeting would be 23rd/24th June.

ACCESS TRAVEL FOR THE DISABLED
33.
The meeting noted an oral report from the Glasgow Prestwick International Airport Consultative Committee commenting on a seminar in Glasgow on the  Code of Practice, dealing with access to air travel for disabled people.  The Secretary said that this Code of Practice had been sent to all committees in April 2003 but that the details would be sent again. for the information of members.  Concern was expressed that some air operators made charges for the supply of a wheelchair, which discriminated against the ability of disabled people to have access to travel.  

34.
Resolved - That the Secretariat would monitor the situation with a view to bringing back a report to the next year’s Conference.

VOLUNTARY CODE ON PASSENGER RIGHTS
35.
The meeting noted the position with regard to consideration by Committees of the Voluntary Code in respect of Passenger Rights.

VOTE OF THANKS

36.
The meeting passed a vote of thanks to Richard Heard and his team at Birmingham International Airport and Viv Astling for the generous hospitality and splendid visit to Birmingham.

