27TH ANNUAL MEETING BETWEEN AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

BUSINESS MEETING

FRIDAY, 4TH JULY 2003 COMMENCING AT 9.45 A.M.

Chairman of the Meeting, Mr Viv Astling, Chairman, Birmingham Airport Consultative Committee

Secretary to the Conference, Mr Mike Kendall, Honorary Secretary, Gatwick Airport Consultative Committee.

9.45 a.m.
Items for Discussion
1.
Notes of the business meeting held on 31st May 2002 attached.

2.
Matters arising from the last meeting which are not covered elsewhere on the agenda. 

3.
National Ambient Noise Strategy & EC Directive 2002/49/EC - Assessment and Management of Environmental Noise
The report considers the Consultation exercise carried out by the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) between December 2001 and March 2002 about proposals to develop a National Ambient Noise Study (NANS).  John Hinton, Birmingham City Council, will give a short presentation on what was entailed in the noise mapping exercise carried out for Birmingham Airport.

4.
Future Development of Air Transport in the United Kingdom

In July, 2002, the Department for Transport launched a major consultation to examine and decide how the Nation’s air services and airports, should be developed over the next thirty years.  This covered all parts of the United Kingdom.  In November, 2002, the High Court held that it was wrong to exclude from the South East consultation document, options for the development of new runways at Gatwick.  The Government proceeded to publish revised versions of the South East main and summary consultation documents, and questionnaires for all areas of the United Kingdom, which took account of the decision to consult on options for Gatwick not involved in the first consultation.

The paper considers some of the key issues confronting the Government.

5.
Support for Airport Consultative Committees
Further to last year’s conference at Gatwick, arrangements have now been put in place to improve support for the Airport Consultative Committees represented at the conference.

The report proposes extending those arrangements for a further period of 12 months and proposes the re-appointment of the Working Group to deal with matters referred to it by the Conference or which arise between conferences such as increased membership.

6.
Revision of Guidelines for Airport Consultative Committees
At the last Annual Meeting members considered the draft of a paper about the role of airport consultative committees and setting out some principles for best practice.

The report  sets out the final text version which was subsequently submitted to the Department for Transport.

7.
Control of Ground Noise at Airports
To consider a report submitted to the Gatwick Airport Consultative Committee at its meeting held on 24th October 2002 concerning the legislation for the enforcement of the control of ground noise at airports.

8.
Aviation and the Environment:  Using Economic Instruments
The report  draws attention to a series of discussion sessions  with stakeholder groups arranged by the Department for Transport to consider the most effective economic instruments for ensuring that the aviation industry is encouraged and take account of, and where appropriate reduce, its contribution to global warming, local air and noise pollution.

9.
Windfarms:  Effect on Radar
The report examines the issues raised by Glasgow Prestwick International Airport Consultative Committee in its correspondence with the DfT concerning the impact which wind farms have on the operation of radar installations and thus on the safety of aircraft.

10.
Uninsured use of Private Aircraft
The report outlines the issues relating to the absence of legislation requiring private aircraft to have third party insurance. 

11.
DfT Study - Attitudes to Noise from Aircraft Sources in England (ANASE)
It is now more than two years since the Government announced this new major study of aircraft noise during the day and at night, focusing in particular on how people perceive the relationship between noise levels and annoyance, or sleep disturbance at night, and how they would value lower noise levels relative to other environmental factors.

The report sets out the progress made on the study, the details of which are given in the attached DTLR Press release of 8th May 2001.

12.
EU Directive on the Establishment of Rules and Procedures for introducing noise related operating restrictions at Community Airports
The report examines EU Directive 2000/30 which came into effect on 28th March 2002 and prescribes rules and procedures for introducing noise related operating restrictions at Community Airports.

13.
EU Proposal for a Directive on the Establishment of a Community Framework for noise classification of civil subsonic aircraft for the purposes of calculating noise charges
To receive an update on the proposed European Parliament and Council Directive to establish common criteria to classify the noise emissions of civil subsonic aircraft and so prevent the proliferation of noise charging systems based on different classifications depending on the country.  The proposal aims to improve transparency and fairness of treatment and the predictability of the noise component of airport charges.

14.
Publicity & Possible Website
The report outlines issues relating to improved publicity for Consultative committees and the possible implementation of a website for Committees represented at the conference.

15.
European Aviation Update
The report provides a brief update of the current EU activity in respect of Aviation Matters.

16.
Any Other Business
Delegates are invited to raise any other items, not considered elsewhere on this agenda, which requires the consideration of the Annual Meeting.

17.
Venues for Future Conferences
2004 - Bristol

2005 - Liverpool

2006 - Aberdeen

