ANNUAL MEETING - AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

NOTE OF THE 26TH ANNUAL LIAISON MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, 31ST MAY, 2002
Present:

Aberdeen



-
Mr. Angus Pelham-Burn

General Consumer Council

-
Mr. David Moore

Northern Ireland (Belfast)

-
Mr. Alan Walker

Birmingham



-
Mr. Fred Hunt






-
Mr. Viv Astling

Bristol




-
Mr. Peter Hutchings






-
Mr. Robert Moon

East Midlands



-
Mr. Barrie Whyman

Edinburgh



-
Mr. Alistair O’Neil






-
Mr. Tom Wright

Glasgow



-
Mr. John Richmond

Inverness



-
Mrs. Pat Hayden

Leeds - Bradford


-
Mr. Michael Goodwin

Liverpool



-
Mr. Dennis Knowles






-
Mr. Michael Flynn

London City



-
Mr. John Adshead

-
Mr. Stuart Innes

London Gatwick


-
Mr. Peter Bryant (Chairman)






-
Mrs. Hilary Sewill






-
Mr. Mike Kendall






-
Dr. John Godfrey






-
Mrs. Paula Street

London Heathrow


-
Mr. Sam Jones






-
Mr. Maurice Hudson

London Stansted


-
Mr. Morris Le Fleming






-
Mr. Graham Redgwell

Luton




-
Mr. Derrick Brown

Manchester



-
Mr. Stephen Wilkinson

Newcastle



-
Mr. Bernard Long

Prestwick



-
Mr. William Ritchie






-
Mr. Sam Milliken

Southampton



-
Mr. Tony Balcombe






-
Mr. Richard Ward

Teesside



-
Mr. David Lyonett

Apologies were received from Belfast City Airport and Cardiff International Airport.

NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING
1.
The notes of the last meeting held on 15th June, 2001, were received and noted.

AIRPORT CAPACITY - RT. HON. JOHN SPELLAR, MP, MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT'S, SPEECH
2.
The meeting received and noted a speech delivered on behalf of the          Rt. Hon. John Spellar, MP, Minister for Transport, by Mr. Anthony Ferguson of the DTLR, at the Airports Capacity Issues Conference held on 9th April, 2002.

REGIONAL AIR SERVICES STUDY
3.
The meeting received a presentation by Mr. Cain and Mr. Watson from the DTLR on the Regional Air Service Studies and SERAS, in particular what had been done, the current position and the consultation plans and timetable.

4.
Mr. Cain explained the key issues identified from the regional studies which revealed that growth in the regions and capacity in the South East were closely linked.  It was noted that if capacity in the South East was constrained, demand in the Midlands, South West and Wales was likely to grow more rapidly, the North of England would stay broadly the same and in Northern Ireland and Scotland growth would reduce due to the restricted access in the South East for domestic services.  As regards passenger numbers, constraining growth in the South East to approximately 200 million passengers per annum could mean that an estimated 30 million per annum would divert to the regions, 30 million passengers per annum to Europe and 30 million passengers would be “lost”.

5.
The studies had also revealed that there was a potential requirement for a new runway in the Midlands and in Scotland, a new terminal at Manchester, runway extensions at a number of airports and a number of other incremental terminal and apron developments.  The possibility of creating a secondary UK hub outside London at Manchester was being considered as well as creating regional niche hubs at Birmingham, Bristol and Scotland.  The relative environmental impacts were being taken into consideration and Mr. Cain stressed that these varied significantly between airports.  Consideration had also been given to strategic surface access schemes to support airport developments, including rail/air substitutions.

6.
Mr. Cain and Mr. Watson outlined the broad timetable for consultation arrangements and it was hoped that all the regional consultation documents would be published at the same time, hopefully in early summer, with a consultation period likely to last around four months depending on the date of publication.  Whilst it was appreciated that the publication date and consultation period were being considered as a matter or urgency by the new Secretary of State, Mr. Darling, the delegates at the meeting stressed the need for the consultation period to be at least six months.  Mr. Cain acknowledged this request and expressed sympathy with this view.

7.
Mr. Cain advised that during the consultation period key stakeholders (which included airport consultative committees) would receive copies of the regional consultation documents, summary documents and main technical reports.  It was noted that the DTLR was planning to set up a dedicated call centre to handle enquiries and requests for information.  In respect of the South East, the DTLR was also planning to hold regional conferences, stakeholder events, local exhibitions and technical workshops.  Mr. Cain emphasised that the DTLR was trying to engage a wide audience in order to obtain a varied and balanced response to the consultation.  This also included engaging the general public, residents and air travellers.  Delegates at the meeting were of the view that airport consultative committees had a key role to play in helping to ensure all interests were kept informed and involved in the process, as well as highlighting issues arising from the package of options in respect of their airports.

8.
Mr. Cain and Mr. Watson was thanked for giving such an in-depth presentation.

AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE WORKING GROUP
9.
Further to paragraph 9 of the notes of the last meeting, it was noted that three meetings of the Working Group had taken place to consider some guiding principles for best practice for airport consultative committees and the role and future arrangements for the annual meeting.  Mr. Adshead, Chairman of the Working Group, presented the Group's recommendations to the meeting.

Guidelines for Best Practice for Airport Consultative Committee
10.
The meeting noted that following the consultation with airport consultative committees in January on the proposed guidelines, the comments received (as set out in the schedule presented to the meeting) had been considered by the Working Group and, where appropriate, incorporated in the proposed guidelines.  Mr. Adshead advised that the Working Group had met briefly the previous evening. As a result some minor amendments were suggested to paragraphs 2.2 and 3.1 of the guidelines to better reflect the current practices of and representation on airport consultative committees, which vary according to local circumstances, and paragraph 3.2, the appointment of an independent Chairman, again taking into consideration local circumstances.    The suggested amendments were agreed by the meeting together with an amendment to paragraph 7.1 to reflect the changes made in paragraph 3.2.

11.
The meeting, therefore, approved the guidelines, as amended, and the Secretary to the Conference was asked to circulate the approved guidelines to all airport consultative committees for endorsement before submitting them to the Government for possible inclusion in the forthcoming Aviation White Paper.

12.
The Secretary to the Conference circulated at the meeting a summary paper produced by Mr. Grimley on the effectiveness of airports’ consultation as required by the UK Civil Aviation Act 1982 following a research project he had undertaken for his degree of Master of Science.

The Role and Future Arrangements for the Annual Meeting
13.
Mr. Adshead presented the recommendations of the Working Group regarding the future arrangements for the annual meeting.  The meeting thanked the Working Group for the thorough review of the arrangements and agreed that:-

· A proportion of the Thursday afternoon preceding the annual dinner should be allocated to considering part of the agenda.  The start times for the afternoon session would vary depending on the venue for the annual meeting;

· A half-day meeting of Chairmen and Secretaries should be arranged between annual meetings to progress business if required;

· The Working Group should be appointed on a yearly basis as presently constituted, but to also include the Technical Adviser for Heathrow Airport Consultative Committee, to consider and make recommendations to the meeting of Chairmen and Secretaries on policy issues;

· Consideration should be given to inviting other major airports to be represented at the Annual Meeting such as Bournemouth, Kent International, Coventry, Exeter, Guernsey and Jersey.

14.
In respect of inviting other major airport consultative committees to be represented at future meetings, the Working Group was asked to consider the definition/criteria to be adopted in the selection process having regard to the scale of operation of the airport and the resources available to service the annual meeting.

Support for Airport Consultative Committees
15.
The meeting considered the proposal to fund part-time support by way of subscription to deal with the flow of information to airport consultative committees throughout the year.

16.
The meeting agreed with the principle of funding part-time support and noted the subscription formula proposed for meeting the costs.  It was agreed, therefore, that the Secretary to the Conference would progress the necessary undertakings with the prospective participating airport consultative committees and their airport managements in order that arrangements could be made to appoint part-time support initially for a period of one year.  It was also agreed that through the Secretary to the Conference, Mr. Adshead, Chairman of the Working Group, would oversee the appointment to the post.

GREEN PAPER ON PLANNING: DELIVERING A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE
17.
The meeting received and noted the paper by the Secretary to the Conference setting out the key proposals contained in the Government’s Green Paper on Planning (and its associated daughter documents) and how major airport developments would be affected by the proposals.

18.
The meeting also noted that since the consultation on the Green Paper, the DTLR had issued a Circular explaining new procedures for handling planning enquiries which would come into effect on 7th June, 2002.

NOISE AND TRACK ISSUES
Approach to Environmental Planning and Noise
19.
The meeting noted a paper by Mr. Goodwin, Chairman of Leeds Bradford Airport Consultative Committee, highlighting the need to seek standardisation and consistency in the system in respect of environmental planning and noise from all modes of transport not just aircraft engine noise.

DEFRA Consultation Paper (Towards a National Ambient Noise Strategy)
20.
The meeting noted a press release issued by DEFRA on 20th December, 2001, giving details of its consultation paper “Towards a National Ambient Noise Strategy”. Extracts from the consultation paper in relation to aircraft noise had also been circulated with the papers for the meeting.  The Chairman of the meeting advised that the Government hoped to have the results of the consultation by early summer.  It was important that airport consultative committees were aware of what emerged from the consultation process and worked with their respective airport management to take forward the requirements of the noise strategy.

EU Directive on the Establishment of Rules and Procedures with regard to the Introduction of Noise Related Operating Restrictions at Community Airports
21.
The Secretary to the Conference presented to the meeting a report providing details of the EU Directive 2002/30 - "establishment of rules and procedures with regard to the introduction of noise related operated restrictions at community airports", which came into effect on 28th March, 2002.  It was noted that the Directive had been developed rapidly in order to supplement the “hushkits regulation” which was now revoked.  Of greatest interest to airport consultative committees was that the Directive provided rules for operating restrictions to manage the withdrawal of marginally compliant aircraft (aircraft that met Chapter 3 certification limits by a cumulative margin of not more than 5 EPNdB i.e. the noisier Chapter 3 aircraft).  The DTLR had indicated that, in general, it envisaged airport operators to take forward the terms of the Directive although the Secretary of State would continue to have lead responsibility for noise regulation at the three BAA London Airports.  Member states had eighteen months to implement the provisions of the Directive and the DTLR would be considering in due course how best to implement the detailed requirements.

EU Proposal for a Directive on the Establishment of a Community Framework for Noise Classification of Civil Subsonic Aircraft for the purposes of Calculating Noise Charges
22.
The meeting received and noted the report by the Secretary to the Conference giving details of an EU proposal to establish a community framework for the noise classification of aircraft.  The Government was sympathetic to the principle of airport charges being based on the noise energy of aircraft on landing and departure but had not yet reached a view on the proposals.  There were however a number of technical flaws in the Commission’s proposals and these were being examined closely by the Government.

DTLR Guidance to the CAA on Environmental Objectives relating to the Exercise of its Air Navigation Functions
23.
The meeting received and noted the new DTLR guidance issued to the CAA on environmental objectives relating to the exercise of its air navigation functions.  The Committees welcomed the issuing of this guidance as it clearly set out the processes to be adopted by the CAA when changes to air space policy were being considered.

Results of Noise and Insomnia Research Study
24.
The results of the Noise and Insomnia Research Study undertaken by the Department of Health which examined in detail community noise exposure, sleep disturbance and noise sensitivity was noted.

ILLEGAL MEAT IMPORTS
25.
Heathrow Airport Consultative Committee reported on its work and involvement on the issue of illegal meat imports.  It was noted that the illegal importation of meat products was a problem not just at Heathrow but other airports throughout the UK.  One of the main problems was that there were two different issues that needed addressing.  Firstly there was the issue of dealing with unintended (innocent) illegal imports for passengers’ own consumption and secondly the well organised black market trade mainly in African bush meats.  The main problem at Heathrow was that there was no Port Health Authority and Environmental Health Officers had until recently, no powers to search passengers’ baggage. The issue had been addressed with the Government and some success had been achieved as new powers had come into effect on 22nd May giving local Environmental Health Officers the power to open and inspect personal luggage and other packages.

26.
It was also noted that the Government had produced an action plan to counter the menace which these imports posed.  Elements of the action plan were already being implemented and as a start, training and the introduction of sniffer dogs was being progressed.

27.
The Committees represented at the meeting agreed to take up the matter with their respective airport management to establish how the issue was being tackled at their airports.

WIND FARMS
28.
The meeting discussed the correspondence between Glasgow Prestwick International Airport Consultative Committee and the DTLR regarding the effect wind farms had on the operation of radar sites.  It was felt that, although the CAA had issued to Air Traffic Services providers guidance on wind farms and technical safeguarding of radar sites, it was an issue that required further clarification. Further research was already being undertaken by the DTLR into the effect of wind farms on radar sites and the study at Prestwick and Marham had now been expanded.  Mr. Milliken advised that the results of this study would not now be known until the end of 2002.  As this was clearly an issue that required clarification, it was agreed that the Secretary to the Conference would write to the DTLR pressing for greater clarification at the earliest possible time.

UNINSURED USE OF PRIVATE AIRCRAFT
29.
The paper presented by the Chairman of Southampton International Airport Consultative Committee on the absence of legislation requiring private aircraft to have third party insurance was discussed.  The meeting felt that this was an issue which the European Commission needed to take forward.  It was agreed, therefore, that the Secretary to the Conference and the Secretary to the Southampton Committee would take the matter forward with the DTLR.

AIRPORT TRANSPORT FORUM AND LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN
30.
It was generally agreed by the meeting that the establishment of airport transport forums had been very useful and airport consultative committees' involvement should be continued.

FLIGHT PUNCTUALITY AND RELIABILITY
31.
The meeting received and noted the latest flight punctuality league table published by the AUC ranking charter airlines and the latest punctuality statistics produced by the CAA.

FUTURE ANNUAL MEETINGS
32.
Delegates noted the programme of future annual meetings and an offer to host the 2006 meeting was received from Aberdeen Consultative Committee.  The programme for future annual meetings is as follows:-


2003

Birmingham


2004

Bristol


2005

Liverpool


2006

Aberdeen

VOTE OF THANKS
33.
A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Peter Bryant for chairing the meeting.  The Chairmen and Secretaries also expressed their thanks to Mr Cato, Chairman and Managing Director of BAA Gatwick and his team for the generous hospitality received.
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